A Reading from the Book of Daniel:

While I was looking, thrones were put in place. One who had been living forever sat down on
one of the thrones. His clothes were white as snow, and his hair was like pure wool. His throne,
mounted on fiery wheels, was blazing with fire, and a stream of fire was pouring out from it.
There were many thousands of people there to serve him, and millions of people stood before
him. The court began its session, and the books were opened.

During this vision in the night, I saw what looked like a human being. He was approaching me,
surrounded by clouds, and he went to the one who had been living forever and was presented to
him. He was given authority, honor, and royal power, so that the people of all nations, races, and
languages would serve him. His authority would last forever, and his kingdom would never end.

The visions I saw alarmed me, and I was deeply disturbed. I went up to one of those standing
there and asked him to explain it all. So he told me the meaning. He said, “These four huge
beasts are four empires which will arise on earth. And the people of the Supreme God will
receive royal power and keep it forever and ever.”

A Reading from the Revelation to John:

From John to the seven churches in the province of Asia:

Grace and peace be yours from God, who is, who was, and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits in front of his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first to be raised
from death and who is also the ruler of the kings of the world.

He loves us, and by his sacrificial death he has freed us from our sins and made us a kingdom of
priests to serve his God and Father. To Jesus Christ be the glory and power forever and ever!
Amen.

Look, he is coming on the clouds! Everyone will see him, including those who pierced him. All

peoples on earth will mourn over him. So shall it be! “I am the first and the last,” says the Lord
God Almighty, who is, who was, and who is to come.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



