
 

 

Mission Statement of the  
Woodbury United Methodist Church 

 

We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate and  

share God’s love with everyone. 

 

We seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Inspired by  

His example, we strive to be God’s hands in this world. 

 

Empowered by God’s word, we proclaim the Gospel and serve  

hrough worship, study, mission, and community support. 

 
Love is Spoken Here! 
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Woodbury United Methodist Church 
October 10, 2021 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

WE COME TOGETHER IN PRAISE 
 

PRELUDE                     Benedictus            Faure 

 

GREETING                                                                           Pastor Michael Cobb 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
                                      

It is not what we do that saves us.  

It is the mercy and grace of God, poured out in love.  
 

The first shall be last,  

for God’s love turns our expectations upside down. 
 

Come and worship. 

God is here. 
 

Listen for God’s word. 

It is alive and active. 
 

Draw near to the source of mercy. 

The God of grace is with us. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #463                                                        Lord Speak to Me   

      

WE SEEK GOD’S PRESENCE IN PRAYER 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (unison)                                                           St. Francis                         

                                                                                               led by Carolyn Shay, Liturgist   
 Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 

      where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
      where there is injury, pardon; 
      where there is error, the truth; 
      where there is doubt, the faith; 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
      Rain Date is scheduled for Sunday, October 17, at 3:00 PM 

 

      where there is despair, hope; 
      where there is darkness, light; 
      and where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

      to be consoled, as to console; 
      to be understood, as to understand; 
      to be loved as to love. 
 For it is in giving that we receive; 
      it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
      and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen.   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
                        

BLESSING OF THE STUFFED ANIMALS                            
 

CHOIR ANTHEM                Order My Steps         Glenn Burleigh 

 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

SCRIPTURE                                                                      read by Carolyn Shay 
 

Epistle Reading                     Hebrews 4:12-16 (GNV) 
 

The word of God is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. It 

cuts all the way through, to where soul and spirit meet, to where joints and 

marrow come together. It judges the desires and thoughts of the heart.  There is 

nothing that can be hid from God; everything in all creation is exposed and lies 

open before his eyes. And it is to him that we must all give an account of 

ourselves. 
 

 Let us, then, hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we have a great High Priest 

who has gone into the very presence of God—Jesus, the Son of God.  Our High 

Priest is not one who cannot feel sympathy for our weaknesses. On the contrary, 

we have a High Priest who was tempted in every way that we are, but did not 

sin.  Let us have confidence, then, and approach God's throne, where there is 

grace. There we will receive mercy and find grace to help us just when we need 

it. 
                        

*Gospel Reading                   Mark 10:17-31 (GNV)                            
 

As Jesus was starting on his way again, a man ran up, knelt before him, and 

asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to receive eternal life?” “Why do 

you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good except God alone.  You 



 

 

know the commandments: ‘Do not commit murder; do not commit adultery; do 

not steal; do not accuse anyone falsely; do not cheat; respect your father and 

your mother.’”  “Teacher,” the man said, “ever since I was young, I have obeyed 

all these commandments.” 
 

Jesus looked straight at him with love and said, “You need only one thing. Go 

and sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have riches 

in heaven; then come and follow me.” When the man heard this, gloom spread 

over his face, and he went away sad, because he was very rich. Jesus looked 

around at his disciples and said to them, “How hard it will be for rich people to 

enter the Kingdom of God!” 
 

The disciples were shocked at these words, but Jesus went on to say, “My 

children, how hard it is to enter the Kingdom of God!  It is much harder for a 

rich person to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye 

of a needle.” At this the disciples were completely amazed and asked one 

another, “Who, then, can be saved?” Jesus looked straight at them and answered, 

“This is impossible for human beings but not for God; everything is possible for 

God.” 
 

Then Peter spoke up, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”  “Yes,” 

Jesus said to them, “and I tell you that those who leave home or brothers or 

sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and for the gospel, will 

receive much more in this present age. They will receive a hundred times more 

houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields—and persecutions as 

well; and in the age to come they will receive eternal life.  But many who are 

now first will be last, and many who are now last will be first.” 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION #468                    Dear Jesus in Whose Life I See 
 

SERMON                                                                            Pastor Michael Cobb 

 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 

Jesus challenged the rich man to sell what he had and give to the poor. He 

challenges us today to be generous in our giving, trusting God’s provision for 

our lives. 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

 
Classes meet Sunday mornings before worship – see Bud Behlman or Pastor Michael  

for more information. 

 

 

 

 
 

Classes will meet Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8:00 pm – for more information see  

Bud Behlman or Pastor Michael 

 

Books for both studies are available for purchase both in the church office as well as on line. 

 



 

 

 Video:  Go to http://www.woodburyumc.net, scroll to “Sunday Morning Worship 

in the Sanctuary” and click the link for livestreaming.  A link is also provided for 

archived videos for later viewing. 

 Audio only by phone:  dial 425-436-6391, enter pin with hash sign 2431819#. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES  
 

Sunday, October 10 – Blessing of the Animals will be held from 3:00-5:00 PM on the 

North Green.  We hope you will join us – see flyer in the back of your bulletin.  
 

Monday, October 11 – National COMING OUT DAY, worship service 7:00 PM 

WUMC – see flyer in the back of your bulletin. 
 

Sunday, October 17– Laity Sunday - News to come regarding opportunities for youth   
 

Saturday, November 13 – Fall Clean-Up Day at WUMC – please see your 

Messenger. Great way for students to get community service hours for school. 
 

Sunday, November 28 - UMC Student Day - - News to come regarding opportunities 

for you & college student participation    
 

 

THE PRAYER CORNER 
 

Outpatient rehabilitation:  Michael Etcheto, grandson of Barbara Etcheto 
 

Upcoming surgery:  Laura Brush, eye surgery on October 12th at Danbury Hospital 
 

Recovering at home:  Gary McClendon; Pat Kurtz; Lynne Brencher; Carol Hennessey; 

Liam McGrath; Robert Mitchell, brother of Marci Lowman (the daughter-in-law of 

Marion Lowman); Amelia Eager (friend of the Temple family); Steve Thomas; Dominic 

Vaiuso, father of Karen Williams (Newtown); Carl Hinkle, father of Toby McGrath 

(Greensburg, PA); Donna Louise Burke, friend of Kathy Craig; Lou Calabrese (husband 

of Lynn Ramsden-Calabrese) 
 

Outpatient treatments:  Dave Brencher; Bob Asman; Dave Davison, father-in-law of 

Gary McClendon; Will Styblo, nephew of Jim Styblo and Catherine Mason (Franklin, 

TN) 
 

Please remember our Confirmands:  Annabelle Cloud, Cody Cordova, Zachary 

Cordova, James Levario, Matthew Shupenis 
 

Homebound members:  Florence Brown, Linda Bailey 
 
 

If you would like to send someone a birthday card, please see our 

website @ www.woodburyumc.net for this month’s birthday listing.  

Reminder that we are placing flowers on the altar again so let us know 

if you want to sign up for a particular date. 
 

 

OFFERTORY             Precious Lord, Take My Hand              Thomas Dorsey 

Carolyn Shay, soloist 
 

OFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Generous God, we bring you our gifts today. We recognize that all we have 

comes from you. May these gifts bring hope to places of pain and need. We want 

to be followers of Jesus, who leads us from greed into service. We offer 

ourselves. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS                           
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

WE GO FORTH IN JOY 

 
CLOSING HYMN #2130 (TFWS)         The Summons               (see next page) 
  

BENEDICTION  
                                                                          

Go and follow Jesus on the pathway of love. Share the good news of mercy and 

grace. Dare to let go. Find the courage and see what adventures God has in store 

for you. May the blessing of the Holy One give you courage, for with God, 

nothing is impossible. We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,  
 

In the name of Christ. Amen! 
 

POSTLUDE                Prelude and Fugue in A Minor                  JS Bach 
 

 
Elements of this service may be taken or adapted from UMC Discipleship.org, 

reworship.blogspot.com, or the Abingdon Worship Annual 2021, copyright 2021 by Abingdon 
Press. Used by permission. 
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Woodbury United Methodist Church 
 

4 Church St., Woodbury, CT, 06798                           Church phone:  203-263-4775 

Web Site:  www.woodburyumc.net 

Church e-mail:  wumc@woodburyumc.net 

Church office hours:  Tuesday- Friday, 9 AM – 3 PM 
  

Rev. J. Michael Cobb, Pastor 

  Cell phone:  203-512-1059 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastormichael@woodburyumc.net 
 

Mark Davis, Lay Leader 

Kathy Craig, Office Administrator                                   Chris Shay, Director of Music 
 

Mission Statement 
 

We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate and share God’s love with 

everyone.  We seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Inspired by His example, we 

strive to be God’s hands in this world.  Empowered by God’s word, we proclaim the 

Gospel and serve through worship, study, mission, and community support. 
 

 

Week of October 10, 2021 
 

Visitors are warmly welcomed!  If you wish to learn more about WUMC’s ministries, 

please take a copy of our weekly newsletter, The Messenger, which is available on the 

table at the registration area. 
 

If you would like to become a member of the Woodbury United Methodist Church, 

please speak to Pastor Michael.  Inquirers are asked to attend a two-session Membership 

Orientation class before joining the church.   
 

Today is the 20th Sunday after Pentecost on the Christian calendar.  The Season after 

Pentecost, also called Ordinary Time, begins the day after Pentecost and ends the day 

before the First Sunday of Advent.  The liturgical color is green, symbolizing growth in 

Christ.  
 

Thanks to all those making special contributions to our worship service today:   Carolyn 

Shay, Liturgist and Reader, Sue Vindigni, Greeter and Usher; the WUMC Chancel Choir, 

Singers. 

 

Please note:  Livestreaming provides an opportunity for all of us to experience worship 

at the same time, either at home or in-person.  Worshipers at home may join us by video 

on YouTube or audio-only by telephone broadcast.  Video recordings of services are 

also archived on the church’s website for later viewing.  Later phone broadcasts are no 

longer provided.  The options for accessing services electronically remain the same: 

mailto:pastormichael@woodburyumc.net

