A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians:

I thank my God for you every time I think of you; and every time I pray for
you all, I pray with joy because of the way in which you have helped me in
the work of the gospel from the very first day until now. And so I am sure
that God, who began this good work in you, will carry it on until it is finished
on the Day of Christ Jesus. You are always in my heart! And so it is only
right for me to feel as I do about you. For you have all shared with me in
this privilege that God has given me, both now that I am in prison and also
while I was free to defend the gospel and establish it firmly. God is my
witness that I tell the truth when I say that my deep feeling for you all
comes from the heart of Christ Jesus himself. I pray that your love will keep
on growing more and more, together with true knowledge and perfect
judgment, so that you will be able to choose what is best. Then you will be
free from all impurity and blame on the Day of Christ. Your lives will be filled
with the truly good qualities which only Jesus Christ can produce, for the

glory and praise of God.

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke:

The time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, and she gave birth to a
son. Her neighbors and relatives heard how wonderfully good the Lord had
been to her, and they all rejoiced with her. When the baby was a week old,
they came to circumcise him, and they were going to name him Zechariah,

after his father. But his mother said, “"No! His name is to be John.”

They said to her, "But you don't have any relative with that name!” Then
they made signs to his father, asking him what name he would like the boy

to have.



Zechariah asked for a writing pad and wrote, “His name is John.” How
surprised they all were! At that moment Zechariah was able to speak again,
and he started praising God. The neighbors were all filled with fear, and the
news about these things spread through all the hill country of
Judea. Everyone who heard of it thought about it and asked, “What is this

child going to be?” For it was plain that the Lord's power was upon him.

John's father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he spoke God's
message:

“Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel! He has come to the help of his
people and has set them free. He has provided for us a mighty Savior, a
descendant of his servant David. He promised through his holy prophets
long ago that he would save us from our enemies, from the power of all
those who hate us. He said he would show mercy to our ancestors and
remember his sacred covenant. With a solemn oath to our ancestor Abraham
he promised to rescue us from our enemies and allow us to serve him
without fear, so that we might be holy and righteous before him all the days
of our life. “You, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High God. You
will go ahead of the Lord to prepare his road for him, to tell his people that
they will be saved by having their sins forgiven. Our God is merciful and
tender. He will cause the bright dawn of salvation to rise on us and to shine
from heaven on all those who live in the dark shadow of death, to guide our
steps into the path of peace.” The child grew and developed in body and
spirit. He lived in the desert until the day when he appeared publicly to the

people of Israel.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



