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A Reading from the Apostle James: 
 
7 Be patient, then, my friends, until the Lord comes. See how patient farmers 
are as they wait for their land to produce precious crops. They wait patiently 
for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You also must be patient. Keep your hopes 
high, for the day of the Lord's coming is near. 

9 Do not complain against one another, my friends, so that God will not judge 
you. The Judge is near, ready to appear. 10 My friends, remember the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Take them as examples of 
patient endurance under suffering. 

 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO Matthew: 
 
29 “Soon after the trouble of those days, the sun will grow dark, the moon will 
no longer shine, the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers in space will 
be driven from their courses. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
the sky; and all the peoples of earth will weep as they see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 The great 
trumpet will sound, and he will send out his angels to the four corners of the 
earth, and they will gather his chosen people from one end of the world to 
the other. 
 
36 “No one knows, however, when that day and hour will come—neither the 
angels in heaven nor the Son;[a] the Father alone knows. 37 The coming of the 
Son of Man will be like what happened in the time of Noah. 38 In the days 
before the flood people ate and drank, men and women married, up to the 
very day Noah went into the boat; 39 yet they did not realize what was 
happening until the flood came and swept them all away. That is how it will 
be when the Son of Man comes. 40 At that time two men will be working in a 
field: one will be taken away, the other will be left behind. 41 Two women will 
be at a mill grinding meal: one will be taken away, the other will be left 
behind. 42 Watch out, then, because you do not know what day your Lord will  
come. 43 If the owner of a house knew the time when the thief would come, 
you can be sure that he would stay awake and not let the thief break into his 
house. 44 So then, you also must always be ready, because the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you are not expecting him. 
 
This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 


