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A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians: 
 
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in 

our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this 

extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.  We are 

afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 

persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying 

in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made 

visible in our bodies. 

 

So we do not lose heart.  Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our 

inner nature is being renewed day by day.  For this slight momentary affliction 

is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we 

look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen 

is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans: 
 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which 

we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only 

that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 

and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 
This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 


