A Reading from James:

My friends, as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, you must
never treat people in different ways according to their outward
appearance. Suppose a rich man wearing a gold ring and fine clothes comes
to your meeting, and a poor man in ragged clothes also comes. If you show
more respect to the well-dressed man and say to him, “Have this best seat
here,” but say to the poor man, “Stand over there, or sit here on the floor by
my feet,” then you are guilty of creating distinctions among yourselves and
of making judgments based on evil motives.

Listen, my dear friends! God chose the poor people of this world to be rich
in faith and to possess the kingdom which he promised to those who love
him. But you dishonor the poor! Who are the ones who oppress you and
drag you before the judges? The rich! They are the ones who speak evil of
that good name which has been given to you.

You will be doing the right thing if you obey the law of the Kingdom, which is
found in the scripture, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” But if you
treat people according to their outward appearance, you are guilty of sin,
and the Law condemns you as a lawbreaker. Whoever breaks one
commandment is guilty of breaking them all. For the same one who said,
“Do not commit adultery,” also said, "Do not commit murder.” Even if you do
not commit adultery, you have become a lawbreaker if you commit
murder. Speak and act as people who will be judged by the law that sets us
free. For God will not show mercy when he judges the person who has not
been merciful; but mercy triumphs over judgment.

My friends, what good is it for one of you to say that you have faith if your
actions do not prove it? Can that faith save you? Suppose there are brothers
or sisters who need clothes and don't have enough to eat. What good is
there in your saying to them, “"God bless you! Keep warm and eat welll”"—if
you don't give them the necessities of life? So it is with faith: if it is alone
and includes no actions, then it is dead.

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark:

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre He entered a
house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not
escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his
feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.



She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let
the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw
it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table
eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may
go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child
lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a
deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay
his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and
put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “"Be
opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released,
and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more
he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



