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Woodbury United Methodist Church 
January 23, 2022 

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

 

WE COME TOGETHER IN PRAISE 
 

PRELUDE                                                      The Lord is My Hope                                                Patrick Loomis 
  

GREETING                                                                                                                             Rev. J. Michael Cobb 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                  Read by Bob Asman      
 

There are many members in the body of Christ, but one body. 

We are all one body in Christ. 
 

Just as God arranged the human body, God has arranged the church to be members of the body of Christ. 

We are all one body in Christ. 
 

Therefore, we need each other to survive. 

We are all one body in Christ. 
 

We must care for one another; for, together, we are the body of Christ. 

There are no big gifts and little gifts. My gift is no better than your gift. 
 

No one is greater than another, for we are one in Jesus Christ. 

God has placed gifted people among us to equip the saints and to build God’s kingdom. We rejoice that we 

are one body in Christ. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN #578 (UM Hymnal)               God of Love and God of Power                              (see pg. 4)                

                                Hymns sung by Jeff Hunt and Carolyn Shay 
 

WE SEEK GOD’S PRESENCE IN PRAYER 

 

OPENING PRAYER (unison)                                                                                              Read by Bob Asman 
 

Spirit of the living God, we praise and adore you for empowering us to claim membership of the body of 

Christ, a gift received through the fullness of your grace. Empower us anew, we pray, with tongues of fire 

and hearts of love to proclaim the reconciling word among people. Remind us that we are all members of 

the one body and if one member suffers, we all suffer. May we, as the body of Christ in this place, be the 

best evidence of your love by declaring and witnessing to this as the year of the Lord’s favor for all people. 

We give thanks that all of us are Christ’s body, and rejoice in each one being a part of it. Accept our 

adoration and praise for these great gifts, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                                                                                         
 

 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                            

 Epistle Lesson:  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a                                                                   Read by Bob Asman 
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 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 

so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.  If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, 

I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  And if the ear would say, “Because 

I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole 

body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 

be?  But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a single 

member, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the 

hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  On the contrary, the 

members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less 

honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 

respect;  whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the 

greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have 

the same care for one another.  If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 

rejoice together with it. 
 

 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  And God has appointed in the church first 

apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of 

leadership, various kinds of tongues.  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles?  Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?  But strive for the greater 

gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION #2237 (TFWS)            As a Fire is Meant for Burning                            (see pg. 5)                                                    
 

SERMON                                                  Rev. J. Michael Cobb                           
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 

We sometimes feel we can stay as an island, protected and guarded, and still be faithful to God. Then we remember 

that we are part of one body in Christ and that every part, from the greatest to the least, is important to the whole. 

So as we give our gifts this morning, we are reminded that our generosity strengthens us and the whole body, here 

and in the farthest parts of the globe. 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY                                           I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                  Vaughan Williams            

Carolyn Shay 

 OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God who created us, as we gather to worship you, we are conscious that we are all one body in Christ. When one 

part of the body is hurting, the whole body is wounded; when healing happens, the whole body is blessed. May 

our giving this morning bring love to the parts of Christ’s body that are feeling unloved and forgotten; and may 

it bring justice and mercy to those parts that are oppressed and burdened. In our giving, may we find the joy of 

blessing the whole body of Christ. In his holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 

WE GO FORTH IN JOY 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS                                                                                               Rev. Cobb                  
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THE CHURCH AT PRAYER  
                                       

CLOSING HYMN #2241 (TFWS)      The Spirit Sends Us Forth To Serve                                            (see pg. 5) 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                        Rev. Cobb 
 

Go now into the world, strengthened by the gifts with which Christ has fed you. Be generous to others, for Christ 

has given extravagantly. Live by God’s word, avoiding lies and violence. Walk in God’s paths and never stray. 

And may God’s wonderful love be with you everywhere; May you feed and care for those around you as Christ 

Jesus feeds and cares for you with his body and word; And may the Holy Spirit confirm the truth in you and fill 

you with God’s presence always. 
 

*POSTLUDE                                 The Parable of the Unjust Judge                                      

Luke, Nathaniel, and Owen Shay 
 

 

Elements of this service may be taken or adapted from UMC Discipleship.org, reworship.blogspot.com, or the Abingdon Worship Annual 2021, 
Copyright 2021 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

 

 

Musical Inserts:   
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Woodbury United Methodist Church 
 

4 Church St., Woodbury, CT, 06798                           Church phone:  203-263-4775 

Web Site:  www.woodburyumc.net 

Church e-mail:  wumc@woodburyumc.net 

Church office hours:  Tuesday- Friday, 9 AM – 3 PM 

  

Rev. J. Michael Cobb, Pastor 

 Pastor’s e-mail:  pastormichael@woodburyumc.net 

 

Meg Temple, Lay Leader 

   Kathy Craig, Office Administrator                                     Chris Shay, Director of Music 

 

Mission Statement 
We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate and share God’s love with everyone.  We seek a closer relationship 

with Jesus Christ.  Inspired by His example, we strive to be God’s hands in this world.  Empowered by God’s word, we 

proclaim the Gospel and serve through worship, study, mission, and community support. 

 

 

Week of January 23, 2022 
 

Visitors are warmly welcomed!  If you wish to learn more about WUMC’s ministries, please take a copy of our weekly 

newsletter, The Messenger, which is available on the table at the registration area. 
 

If you would like to become a member of the Woodbury United Methodist Church, please speak to Pastor Michael.  

Inquirers are asked to attend a two-session Membership Orientation class before joining the church.   
 

Thanks to all those making special contributions to our worship service today:  Bob Asman, Reader; Jeff Hunt and Carolyn, 

Shay, Singers; Luke, Nathaniel and Owen Shay, Dramatists; Theron Kissinger, Audio Visual Technician. 
 

Please note:  Livestreaming provides an opportunity for all of us to experience worship at the same time, either at home or 

in-person.  Worshipers at home may join us by video on YouTube or audio-only by telephone broadcast.  Video recordings 

of services are also archived on the church’s website for later viewing.  Later phone broadcasts are no 

 Video:  Go to http://www.woodburyumc.net, scroll to the link for livestreaming near the top of our home page. A link 

is also provided for archived videos for later viewing. 

 Audio only by phone:  dial 425-436-6391, enter pin with hash sign 2431819#. 

 

 

THE PRAYER CORNER 

Outpatient rehabilitation:  Michael Etcheto, grandson of Barbara Etcheto 

Recovering at home:  Laura Brush; Lynne Brencher; Carol Hennessey; Liam McGrath; Robert Mitchell, brother of Marci 

Lowman (the daughter-in-law of Marion Lowman); Amelia Eager (friend of the Temple family); Steve Thomas; Dominic 

Vaiuso, father of Karen Williams (Newtown); Carl Hinkle, father of Toby McGrath (Greensburg, PA); Cindy Tedesco and 

Donna Louise Burke, friends of Kathy Craig; Lou Calabrese (husband of Lynn Ramsden-Calabrese) 

Outpatient treatments:  Dave Brencher; Bob Asman  

Please remember our Confirmands:  Annabelle Cloud, Cody Cordova, Zachary Cordova, James Levario, and Matthew 

Shupenis 

Homebound members:  Florence Brown, Linda Bailey 

mailto:pastormichael@woodburyumc.net
http://www.woodburyumc.net/
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If you would like to send someone a birthday card, please see our website @ www.woodburyumc.net for this 

month’s birthday listing.  Reminder that we are placing flowers on the altar again so let us know if you want 

to sign up for a particular date. The 2022 calendar is available in the Narthex on Sunday and posted in the 

office during the week. 

 

 
Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life 

 

This is a congregation-wide study on discovering and understanding your personal spiritual gifts, and discovery 

ways of using those gifts in ministry. The class started and concludes the last Sunday in February, and runs 

from 12:30 to 1:45 pm each week with Presidents’ Day weekend off. You can still sign up if interested. 

Materials for the class are available NOW in the church office. The required workbook and assessment are $16. 

(If you need financial assistance, please let me know!) The class is fully online, and is open to all who are interested, including 

your friends and family. If you aren’t sure if this class is for you, you are strongly encouraged to sit in on the first class, or watch 

the recording. You will need the materials in order to be prepared for the second class, so don’t delay. If you missed the first 

spiritual gifts class, you can view it online — the link is on the home page of our web site, with the other information about the 

class. If you would like to take this class, don’t delay! There are assignments you will need to complete right away in order to be 

up to date, so contact Pastor Michael right away to get that material. 

 

 

 

Updates from CRT (Covid Response Team) 
 

Reminder:  COVID Safety Protocols  

(last updated 01- 12- 22) 

Given the lack of Covid tests and high infection rate in our community, plus many families with one or more members who have 

been sick. We are canceling in-person worship services through the end of January at a minimum. Each week, there will be an 

online meditation or worship service available for at-home worship posted on our web site and via social media. 

Note:   A web site has been set up to make available COVID rapid tests from the federal government to every home in the country. 
The web site is Covidtests.gov and went live Tuesday.  Based on prior experiences with local test availability, these may go quickly. 
If you are interested, you are encouraged to order yours right away. (This is being reiterated from an email that was sent out from 
Pastor Michael on Tuesday.)   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Love Spoken Here! 

4 Church Street, Woodbury, CT 06798 

(203) 263-4775 . www.woodburyumc.net 

 

 

 

http://www.woodburyumc.net/
Covidtests.gov
http://www.woodburyumc.net/

