
An Exciting New Adult Fellowship Opportunity 
THE BIBLE: 101 

 
Your Bible is meant to be inspiring, not intimidating; but we often feel 
uncertain about how to use it. 
 
Pastor John will lead us through a series that will help de-mystify some 
of the mysteries of… 
 

 Reading the Bible for study, reflection, comfort, 
and insight 

 Hearing the message contained in God’s word for 
you 

 Locating favorite and familiar passages 

This 4 week study-fellowship will held on Tuesday nights from 6:30 – 
8:00PM beginning January 26th. 
 

There is no book to purchase, but please have your Bible handy.  
Handout materials may be distributed in advance. 

 
You can participate in person or via Zoom (link will be posted on the 

church’s web page). 
 

Contact Bud Behlman (203-206-9276) for additional information. 
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*Please stand as you are able. 

 

 
 

WE COME TOGETHER IN PRAISE 
 

PRELUDE                      Here’s My Heart, Lord                 Chris Tomlin 
 

Danielle and Gary McClendon 
 
GREETING                                                              Rev. John Thomason 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                    based on John 1 

from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021 
 

Who is calling us? 
Come and see.  
 

What might happen? 
Come and see. 
 

Jesus calls to us, “Follow me.” 
We follow the one who calls us. 
 
*OPENING HYMN                                    Open My Eyes, That I May See 
     

Hymns sung by Morgan and Venetia Phillippe 
 
*OPENING PRAYER (unison)                     led by Levi Phillippe, Liturgist 

based on 1 Samuel 3, Psalm 139, John 1 
from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020 

 

Creating God, how deeply you know us.  In the mystery of your love, 
you see who we are and who we might become.  Our bodies are your 
creation; they are wonderfully made.  Our minds reflect your 
handiwork.  Our spirits are a gift from you.  You call us by name and 
invite us to follow.  Lead us now into the depths of your love.  Amen. 
 

The options for accessing services electronically remain the same: 
 Video:  Go to http://www.woodburyumc.net, scroll to “Sunday Morning Worship 

in the Sanctuary” and click the link for livestreaming.  A link is also provided for 
archived videos for later viewing. 

 Audio only by phone:  dial 425-436-6391, enter pin with hash sign 2431819#.  
Note that these numbers have changed from what was previously used.  Please mute 
your phones to eliminate background noise. 

Thanks to all those making special contributions to our worship service today:    Levi 
Phillippe, Liturgist and Reader; Morgan and Venetia Phillippe, Singers; Danielle and 
Gary McClendon, Singers and Children’s Time. 
 
Please remember our Confirmands:  Cody Cordova, Zachary Cordova, James Levario, 
Matthew Shupenis; their adult leaders:  Catherine Mason, Meg Temple, John Thomason; 
and their mentors:  Mike Boisseau, Mollie Cole, Rev. Paul Hibbard, Carolyn Shay.   
 
Outpatient tests:  Jackie Fleming, Laura Brush, Bob Asman, Dave Brencher 
 
Recovering at home:  Emilie Cole; Gary McClendon; Steve Thomas; Paige LeBlanc, 
mother of Jessie Lynch (Manchester, CT); Dominic Vaiuso, father of Karen Williams 
(Newtown); Robert Ayers, father of Tacy Nettleton (Woodstock, GA); Carl Hinkle, 
father of Toby McGrath (Greensburg, PA); Donna Louise Burke, friend of Kathy Craig; 
Peter Gallagher, father of Jen Carnes (Brookfield, CT); Lou Calabrese (husband of 
Lynn Ramsden-Calabrese); Jane King, mother of Stephen King and mother-in-law of 
Joann King (Sarasota, FL); Antonio Stillitano, grandson of Paul Hatch 
 
Outpatient treatments:  Mary Wilkins, sister of Barb Hunt (Rochester, NY); Dave 
Davison, father-in-law of Gary McClendon; Stephanie Galaburri, friend of Sandy 
Carbonaro; Will Styblo, nephew of Jim Styblo and Catherine Mason (Franklin, TN) 
 
Homebound members:  Florence Brown, Linda Bailey 
 
Please continue to remember:  relatives of Rev. Betty Lines 
who are seriously ill:  niece Sharon Parish (hospice care in 
Idaho); and brother-in-law Stephen Lines (recovering from a 
stroke in Florida); Jean Lilly, mother of Meg Temple 
(Cincinnati, OH), Manny Gesh, Jane True, Blair Feller, 
Marilyn Bender, Ryan DeRidder and family, Laura & Stuart 
Brush, Janet Grant (sister of Betty Lines). 
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Mission Statement 
 

We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate and share God’s love with 
everyone.  We seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Inspired by His example, we 
strive to be God’s hands in this world.  Empowered by God’s word, we proclaim the 
Gospel and serve through worship, study, mission, and community support. 
 

 

Week of January 17, 2021 
 

Visitors are warmly welcomed!  We invite you to sign the worship register as it is 
passed during the announcements, or fill out a visitor’s card provided by a greeter.  If 
you wish to learn more about WUMC’s ministries, please take a copy of our weekly 
newsletter, The Messenger, which is available in the narthex.   
 

If you would like to become a member of the Woodbury United Methodist Church, 
please speak to the pastor.  Inquirers are asked to attend a two-session Membership 
Orientation class before joining the church.   
 

Today is the 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany on the Christian calendar.  The Season 
after the Epiphany is a season of Ordinary Time standing between Advent-Christmas- 
Epiphany and Lent-Easter-Pentecost.  The Gospel readings in the lectionary center on 
stories from the early ministry of Christ.  The liturgical color is green, symbolizing 
growth in Christ.   
 
Today is also Human Relations Day in the United Methodist Church.  Observed on 
the Sunday before the observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday, this day calls 
the Church to recognize the right of all God’s children to realize their potential as human 
beings in relationship with one another.  A special offering envelope for Human 
Relations Day has been inserted into your worship bulletins. 
 

Please Join Us for Livestreamed Worship Events - Livestreaming provides an 
opportunity for all of us to experience worship at the same time, either at home or in-
person.  Worshipers at home may join us by video on YouTube or audio-only by 
telephone broadcast.  Video recordings of services will also be available for later 
viewing.  Later phone broadcasts are no longer provided. 
 

 
WE SEEK GOD’S PRESENCE IN PRAYER 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME                     led by Danielle and Gary McClendon 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS                        Rev. Thomason 
 
THE CHURCH AT PRAYER 
 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                     read by Levi Phillippe 
Lessons for the 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany, Year B 

from The Revised Common Lectionary 
 

Old Testament Lesson:  1 Samuel 3:1-20 (NRSV) 
Samuel's Calling and Prophetic Activity 

 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli.  The word 
of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could 
not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark 
of God was.  Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, 
“Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  But 
he said, “I did not call; lie down again.”  So he went and lay down.  The 
LORD called again, “Samuel!”  Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.”  But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.”  Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.  The LORD called Samuel 
again, a third time.  And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.”  Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy.  Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 
you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’”  So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 
 

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!”  And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  Then 



the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 
will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle.  On that day I will 
fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 
beginning to end.  For I have told him that I am about to punish his house 
forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming 
God, and he did not restrain them.  Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 
that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or 
offering forever.” 
 

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 
the LORD.  Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli.  But Eli called 
Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.”  He said, “Here I am.”  Eli said, 
“What was it that he told you?  Do not hide it from me.  May God do so 
to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told 
you.”  So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.  Then 
he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” 
 

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall 
to the ground.  And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel 
was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 
 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
The Inescapable God 

 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me.  You know when I sit 
down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.  You 
search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my 
ways.  Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it 
completely.  You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon 
me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain it. 
 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my 
mother's womb.  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.  My frame was not 
hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in 
the depths of the earth.  Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  In 
your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none 
of them as yet existed.  How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!  
How vast is the sum of them!  I try to count them—they are more than 
the sand; I come to the end—I am still with you. 

 
*Gospel Lesson:  John 1:43-51(NRSV 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.”  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter.  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.”  Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?”  Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite 
in whom there is no deceit!”  Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get 
to know me?”   Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.”  Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are 
the King of Israel!”  Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree?  You will see greater things than these.”  
And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                                            Here I Am, Lord 
 
SERMON       Unexpected Call, Unidentified Caller       Rev. Thomason 
 

 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY                                                 Take My Life, and Let It Be 
 
 

WE GO FORTH IN JOY 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                Rev. Thomason 
 
*POSTLUDE                        Rhapsody in G                              J. Brahms 


