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In Memoriam 
 
We have received word of the death of Rev. Betty Schrader on April 1, 2021.  Rev. Schrader served as WUMC’s pastor from 
January 2012 to June 2013.  The full announcement/remembrance from the New York Annual Conference is included in this 
edition of the Messenger.  We give thanks for Pastor Betty’s life and ministry and offer condolences to her family. 
 
 

 

May 2:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Rev. Garrett Walkup 
Guest Preacher and Communion Celebrant 

 
The Easter season, also known as the Great Fifty Days, celebrates Christ’s resurrection and recalls Christ’s post-Easter 
appearances, his ascension, and his giving of the Holy Spirit. The liturgical colors are white and gold, which are used on special 
days and seasons specifically honoring Christ. 

We welcome as Sunday’s pulpit guest Rev. Garrett Walkup, who serves as Hospice Spiritual Care Coordinator for RVNA Health 
in Ridgefield.  Garrett is an ordained minister in the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church.  He, Sarah Kate, Grace, and Anna 
have been frequent worshipers and worship leaders with us over the past year.   

Sermon:  From Suffering to Hope 
Texts:  2 Corinthians 4:6-10, 16-18; Romans 5:1-5 

Readers: Anna and Grace Walkup 
Prayer Ministry: Carolyn Shay 

Children’s Time leader: Joann King 
Singers: Anna, Grace and Sarah Kate Walkup 
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Worship Pre-Registration Requested 
 
We rejoice in our increased worship attendance starting with Easter Sunday!  Our seating capacity is now 70.  To ensure a place 
for all worshipers to be accommodated safely, the COVID Recovery Team requests that our members and friends resume the 
practice of pre-registering for services.  You may do this on the WUMC website or by calling the church office.  Thank you for your 
cooperation! 
 

 

Please Join Us for Livestreamed Worship Events 
 
Livestreaming provides an opportunity for all of us to experience worship at the same time, either at home or in-person.  Worshipers 
at home may join us by video on YouTube or audio-only by telephone broadcast.  Video recordings of services will also be available 
for later viewing.  Later phone broadcasts are no longer provided. 
 
The options for accessing services electronically remain the same: 
 
 Video:  Go to http://www.woodburyumc.net, scroll to “Sunday Morning Worship in the Sanctuary” and click the link for 

livestreaming.  A link is also provided for archived videos for later viewing. 
 Audio only by phone:  dial 425-436-6391, enter pin with hash sign 2431819#.  Note that these numbers have changed from 

what was previously used.  Please mute your phones to eliminate background noise. 
 

 

A Reminder about our 
Special COVID-19 Support Fund 

 
The Church Council has created a support fund to assist persons who have been severely impacted by the economic shutdown 
related to the pandemic.   
 
 If you need financial assistance, please contact Pastor John (845-707-5152).  Requests and donations will be kept strictly 

confidential. 
 

 If you would like to make a donation to the fund, you can mail a check to the church office (write “COVID-19 Support Fund” 
on the memo line); or you can donate online through the Breeze link on our church’s website (write “COVID-19 Support Fund” 
in the message box).  Thank you! 

 

 

Reminder to R.S.V.P – June 6th Celebration 
 

Plans are underway for Pastor John’s Retirement Celebration.  Due to COVID restrictions, we are planning to hold this event 
outside so more people can attend if their schedules allow, but we will be limited.   
 
Please check your calendars and let us know BEFORE the April 30th deadline if you can attend.  Based on the headcount we 
receive, will help us decide upon the location in Woodbury.   
 
You can pre-register at our church website at www.woodburyumc.net by using this link: https://rsvp.church/r/CqMXUVqE, or you 
can call the church office (203) 263-4775 and leave a message.   
 
If anyone would like to share a few comments, photos, videos – send your comments to wumc@woodburyumc.net and 
photos/videos should be sent to Theron at theronk@hotmail.com .  

 

 

 

 



Children & Youth Ministry 
 
@ HOME RESOURCES for continued Christian Education: 

 https://www.cokesburykids.com/free-resources 
 https://www.nyac.com/childrensministries 
 https://ministry-to-children.com/ 
 Scripture Reading: John 10:11-18 The Good Shepherd  

 

Kudo Korner 
Thanks to last Sunday’s worship leaders:  Annabelle Cloud, liturgist and reader; Amanda, Annabelle, and Jack Cloud, Children’s 
Time leaders; Amanda Cloud, singer. 
 
Jeff Jones was pictured and featured in an article in the April 26 Republican-American regarding the merger of his company, 
ColorGraphix in Oxford, with a firm in Waterbury.  Jeff has frequently provided T-shirts, signs, and banners to WUMC, where he 
is a long-time member.  We congratulate Jeff on this new chapter in his service to the community! 
 

 

 

The Prayer Corner: 
 
Home from the hospital:  Amanda Eager (friend of the Temple family) 
 
In the hospital:  Christian Echeveria, friend of Kelly Etcheto (VA Hospital, West Haven) 
 
In rehabilitation:  Michael Etcheto, grandson of Barbara Etcheto (Gaylord, Wallingford) 
 
Please remember the Behlman family on the occasion of Lindsey’s wedding to Brett Toomes on Sunday, May 2, in Hatboro, PA.  
Pastor John will officiate at the ceremony. 
 
Please remember our Confirmands:  Cody Cordova, Zachary Cordova, James Levario, Matthew Shupenis; their teachers:  
Catherine Mason, Meg Temple, John Thomason; and their mentors:  Mike Boisseau, Mollie Cole, Rev. Paul Hibbard, Carolyn 
Shay.   
 
Recovering at home:  Liam McGrath; Caroline Cloud; Amelia Eager (friend of the Temple family); Brett Toomes (fiancé of Lindsey 
Behlman); John Fleming; Steve Thomas; Paige LeBlanc, mother of Jessie Lynch (Manchester, CT); Dominic Vaiuso, father of 
Karen Williams (Newtown); Robert Ayers, father of Tacy Nettleton (Woodstock, GA); Carl Hinkle, father of Toby McGrath 
(Greensburg, PA); Donna Louise Burke, friend of Kathy Craig; Peter Gallagher, father of Jen Carnes (Brookfield, CT); Lou 
Calabrese (husband of Lynn Ramsden-Calabrese) 
  
Outpatient treatments:  Dave Brencher, Bob Asman, Mary Wilkins, sister of Barb Hunt (Rochester, NY); Dave Davison, father-
in-law of Gary McClendon; Stephanie Galaburri, friend of Sandy Carbonaro; Will Styblo, nephew of Jim Styblo and Catherine 
Mason (Franklin, TN) 
 
Homebound members:  Florence Brown, Linda Bailey 
 
Please continue to remember:  relatives of Rev. Betty Lines who are seriously ill:  niece Sharon Parish 
(hospice care in Idaho); and brother-in-law Stephen Lines (recovering from a stroke in Florida); Jean Lilly, 
mother of Meg Temple (Cincinnati, OH), Manny Gesh, Jane True, Blair Feller, Marilyn Bender, Ryan 
DeRidder and family, Laura & Stuart Brush, Janet Grant (sister of Betty Lines). 
 

If you would like to send someone a birthday card, please see our website @ 
www.woodburyumc.net for this month’s birthday listing.  Reminder that we are placing flowers on the altar again 
so let us know if you want to sign up for a particular date. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



HOUSEKEEPING NOTES FROM THE OFFICE. . . 
 
HANDICAPPED PARKING - - these are the three spaces outside the office doors (Church Street Entrance). Please do NOT 
park there unless you have a handicapped parking tag.  If you do park there, please be sure to leave enough room for 
the people using the handicapped ramp. 
 
 Office Hours Tuesday thru Friday 9 am – 3 pm. During the COVID-19 LOCKDOWN – Office visits are by 

appointment only.  Please be sure to have your face covered if entering the building for everyone’s health 
safety.  The answering machine will be checked daily; however, if you have a pastoral emergency, you can call Pastor John 
Thomason @ (203) 263-7575. Thank you!   

 

 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION UPDATES??? 
Please continue to send any changes in names, addresses, phone numbers, emails, etc. Please send them to 
wumc@woodburyumc.net.   This is also important to keep track of any of our college students as well!!!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Open Flower Opportunities for our Sanctuary 

 
May 23rd, 30th  - June 13th, 20th, 27th  

 
July 4th, 18th 

 
Please contact the office by phone (203) 263-4775 
or email wumc@woodburyumc.net  if you would 

like to order flowers for one of those Sunday 
worship services.  



 

 
MAY BirthdAY CeleBrAtions  

At WUMC 
 

Alyna Jones 2nd  
Richard Jones, Jenny Jones, Jennifer Northrop 
And Levi Phillippe 

5th  

Wendi Cordova  6th  
David Hoyt 8th 
Marion Lowman 9th 
Isabelle Harwood 10th 
Lynn Ramsden-Calabrese & Dawn Thomas 11th  
Bob Davis & Greg Feller 16th 
Barbara Hunt & Kevin McCrystal 17th  
Bradyn Boisseau &  Ron Sledzieski 18th  
Elizabeth & Marguerite Keith 20th  
Jack Lynch & Matthew Shupenis 23rd 
Luke Nathaniel Shay 26th  
Manny Gesh 30th  

 
hAppY BirthdAY to YoU All,  

BirthdAY Blessings Are on their WAY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let us remember with thanksgiving the life and ministry of Rev. Elizabeth H. “Betty” Schrader, 68, who 

passed away on Thursday, April 1, 2021. Daughter of Norma Mae (Pratt) and Charles Moore Schrader, 

she was born in Michigan and raised in Stratford, CT. 

Betty grew up at the Stratford United Methodist Church, where she learned to cook and bake with her 

mother for church dinners and bake sales. Stratford UMC was also where she found her calling to the 

ordained ministry. She graduated from Frank Scott Bunnell High School in Stratford, Morningside 

College in Sioux City, IA, and Boston University School of Theology. She was a lifelong Girl Scout and 

member of the Housatonic Girl Scout Council. Her life was formed in camp and retreat settings – Girl 

Scout camps, Quinipet Camp & Retreat Center on Shelter Island, NY, and Rolling Ridge Retreat & 

Conference Center in North Andover, MA. 

Ordained in the New England Conference in 1977, Betty was one of the early clergy women to have full 

clergy rights in the United Methodist Church and to serve as a church pastor for the entirety of her 

career. She served as the Southern New England Conference Consultant from the Council on the 

Status and Role of Women. She shaped a generation of young United Methodists as a summer camp 

director and counselor at Rolling Ridge. She ministered churches throughout the New England 

Conference in Massachusetts and Connecticut: Roxbury and Halcottville, MA; Melrose, MA; Pittsfield, 

MA; Worcester, MA; Somerville, MA; and Norwich, CT. In 2002 Betty transferred to the New York 

Conference, where she served Long Hill UMC in Trumbull, CT and Woodbury UMC in CT. She retired 

early from the New York Conference in 2013 due to health concerns. 

She was a prophet. She was a feminist. She hated the abuse of power. She called people out. She 

was a formidable colleague. She spoke the truth in public. She was full of love and righteous anger for 

the violated and forgotten, the least and the lost. She was a grassroots theologian who loved to preach 

about the soul-piercing, soul-soothing love of God in Christ. 

Also known as “Boop” to many of her friends, she was famous for her great parties, extravagant multi-

course dinners, and extraordinary hospitality, celebrating sacred and secular occasions with equal 

magnitude. With sets of dishes and bins of decorations for each and every holiday on the calendar, her 

seasonal decorating was unmatched. She annually celebrated Christmas on Valentine’s Day with her 

lifelong friends with the maximum amount of red and pink a home could contain. Her candy collection 

was legend. She held epic Christmas open houses for her church families and friends. She gave her 

full resources to numerous fundraising events for her churches: pumpkin sales, blueberry festivals, and 

preparing meals upon meals. 

Betty loved music, art, and storytelling. She loved TV, movies, NPR, Lake Wobegon, Downton Abbey, 

Outlander and James Taylor. She adored showering people she loved with love. She loved to travel to 



holy places and anywhere with water. When speaking of her eventual death, she told her sister, 

“Remember me from a garden.” She always had fresh flowers in her house, paperwhites in pebbles in 

her windows in the spring, and red geraniums inside and outside of her home all summer long. 

Betty is survived by her siblings, Dottie Steffany and Robert Schrader, and by six biological nieces and 

nephews. Betty also left behind her beloved dog companion, Toto, and a vast chosen family: childhood 

friends Donna Violante and Elaine Sokolowski, her United Methodist clergy sisters the WILD Women, 

and dozens of adopted nieces, nephews, and grandchildren. She was predeceased by her brother 

Danny. 

As children and youth ministry were so close to her heart, the family requests donations in her memory 

to be sent to Rolling Ridge Retreat and Conference Center, 660 Great Pond Road, North Andover, MA 

01845. Please write “Betty Schrader Memorial” on the memo line of your check. You can also make a 

donation online, using the note section to provide Betty’s name. 

At this time there is no announced memorial service. 

Blessings and prayers to the Schrader family at this time of loss. 

  

Grace and peace, 

 
 

Margaret Howe 

Conference Secretary 

 
 

New York Conference, 20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains, NY 10606 
Toll free: 888-696-6922 | Phone: 914-997-1570 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

  

Mission Statement of the Woodbury  
United Methodist Church 

 

We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate 
and share God’s love with everyone. 

 

We seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.   
 

Inspired by His example, we strive to be God’s hands in 
this world. 

 

Empowered by God’s word, we proclaim the Gospel and 
serve through worship, study, mission, and community 

support. 
 

Love is Spoken Here! 


