
Church Conference 
Schedule 

 

Please note:  The upcoming meetings are Church Conferences in which 
all members may participate and vote.  (A Charge Conference involves 
members of the Church Council only.) 
 
Sunday, October 25 – Joint Church Conference for Valley Parish 
congregations (virtual; time to be determined) 
 
Friday, October 30 – WUMC Church Conference (virtual), 6:00 PM 
 

 
 

Mission Statement of the  
Woodbury United Methodist Church 

 

We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate and  
share God’s love with everyone. 

 
We seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Inspired by  

His example, we strive to be God’s hands in this world. 
 

Empowered by God’s word, we proclaim the Gospel and serve  
hrough worship, study, mission, and community support. 

 
Love is Spoken Here! 
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Woodbury United Methodist Church 
October 4, 2020 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 

 
*Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

WE COME TOGETHER IN PRAISE 
 

PRELUDE                          Sheep May Safely Graze                           J. S. Bach 
Christopher Shay, keyboard 

 
GREETING                                                                         Rev. John Thomason 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                 from Worship and Song: Worship Resources 

 

We meet in different buildings, in different towns. 
We speak different languages and sing different hymns. 
 

We wear different clothing and have different gifts and talents. 
Yet, as we gather together for worship on Sundays, we become one body, 
one family in Christ. 
 

We join together on one journey, 
the journey to unite with the Risen Christ. 
 

We join together with God as the Kingdom of God comes and as God’s will is 
done. 
Let us join with all our brothers and sisters in worship and true communion 
with God this day.  Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN                                           In Christ There Is No East or West 
 

Hymns sung by Vinita Chapman 
 
*OPENING PRAYER (unison)                            led by Barbara Etcheto, Liturgist 

from Worship and Song: Worship Resources 
 

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church:  we rejoice that you have formed 
your people into one body comprised of believers of every race and 
nation.  Your salvation has reached to the ends of the earth and to all 
generations.  We praise and thank you that your gospel has reached 
us, and that our voices will join with those of many languages this day  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Observed annually on the 1st Sunday in October, World Communion 
Sunday calls the Church to be the universal, inclusive Church.  The 
special offering received this Sunday supports World Communion 
Scholarships, Ethnic Scholarships, and the Ethnic In-Service Training 
Program.  An offering envelope is inserted into the worship bulletin for 
your donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Benevolence Offering 

 
 

WUMC’s benevolence fund is used by the pastor to help persons in our 
community who need food or other financial assistance.  The fund is 
supported by loose plate offerings on Communion Sundays.  Because of 
our unusual worship arrangements in recent months, the Communion 
offering has not been taken and the fund is depleted.  Now that we are 
returning to the sanctuary for worship, we are resuming the benevolence 
offering.  A special offering box or plate is placed at the entrance to the 
sanctuary this Sunday to receive your donations. 
 
 
 
 

to proclaim your praise.  Accept our praise, purify our hearts, 
instruct us in your word, feed us at your table, and visit us with your 
Spirit that we may follow in the ways of faith, to the glory of God the 
Father.  Amen. 
 
 

WE SEEK GOD’S PRESENCE IN PRAYER 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                   Rev. Thomason 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS                                   Rev. Thomason 
 
THE CHURCH AT PRAYER                                                    Barbara Etcheto 
 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                             read by Barbara Etcheto 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-10 
Praise for Deliverance from Oppression 

 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-
aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 
sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of 
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 
 

New Testament Reading:  Revelation 7:9-10 
The Multitude from Every Nation 

 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.  
They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is 
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

 



HYMN OF PREPARATION                                            One Bread, One Body 
 
SERMON                           A Window on the World                   Rev. Thomason 
 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

from The United Methodist Book of Worship 
 

God of all nations, we praise you that in Christ the barriers that have 
separated humanity are torn down.  Yet we confess our slowness to open 
our hearts and minds to those of other lands, tongues, and races.  Deliver 
us from the sins of fear and prejudice, that we may move toward the day 
when all are truly one in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY                                                                                 You Are Near 
 
 

WE GATHER AT THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
(unison) 

from The United Methodist Book of Worship 
 

O God, we join with ours sisters and brothers around the world in 
remembering Christ’s sacrifice for us.  For the opportunity to eat and drink 
together and for the life we have received, we give you thanks and praise.  
In the abundance of your many gifts, grant us grace to fill one another’s 
lives with love.  Redeem, restore, and remold us until we are made new.  
Transform our daily bread into the bread of life, and the cup that we drink 
into the cup of salvation.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
BREAKING THE BREAD AND LIFTING THE CUP 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)                from At the Lord’s Table 
 

God our Father, you give us a share in the one bread and the one cup and 
make us one with Christ.  Help us to bring your salvation and joy to all the 
world.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

WE GO FORTH IN JOY 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                We Have Been Told 
 
*BENEDICTION                                                                        Rev. Thomason 
 
*POSTLUDE      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow               Walther 
 
 
 

 


