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Plan At a Glance 
The Town’s Comprehensive Plan, Crewe2042, is a policy guide for public officials and a resource for 
community members. The plan articulates the Town of Crewe’s vision for the future and identifies specific 
steps to realize the vision. The plan is arranged in the following chapters: 

Chapter 1 
About the Plan 
Establishes the legal context for the 
Comprehensive Plan, describes the Plan’s 
functional relationship to other planning efforts, 
and summarizes the community input process – a 
key component of drafting the content of this plan. 

Chapter 2 
About Crewe 
Introduces key issues and opportunities facing the 
Town of Crewe and provides an overarching Vision 
Statement for the future of the community. The 
Vision sets the stage for the goals and strategies 
contained within each policy chapter. 

Chapter 3 
Natural and Historic Resources 
Inventories natural features and provides 
strategies to promote sustainable growth and 
development in harmony with nature. 

Chapter 4 
Community Facilities and Infrastructure 
Addresses public and private assets, such as 
recreation and community facilities, that 
contribute to the quality of life enjoyed by Crewe 
residents; and identifies recent and 
anticipated infrastructure developments to 
support the needs of residents, businesses, and 
industry. 

Chapter 5 
Housing 
Examines the existing housing stock and provides 
ways to promote home ownership, housing choice, 
and safe, healthy neighborhoods. 

Chapter 6 
Economy and Business 
Outlines major industries and economic drivers for 
business and workforce development. 

Chapter 7 
Transportation and Mobility 
Provides transportation recommendations to 
support a safe, efficient, and accessible 
transportation system. 

Chapter 8 
Land Use 
Establishes the policy framework for physical 
growth and development in the Town of Crewe. 

Chapter 9
Implementation 
Prioritizes and provides accountability for the 
strategies from each policy chapter. The 
Implementation Plan provides specific guidance 
for decision-making and defines the ongoing 
process that will be used to monitor progress 
towards the vision for the future 
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Chapter 1 

ABOUT THE PLAN 

Comprehensive Plan Vision: 
Crewe is a vibrant community, welcoming to all. We foster safety, 
economic opportunity, and growth, while building on our rich history, 
small-town character, and outstanding quality of life.
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Chapter 1 | About the Plan 

What is the Crewe Comprehensive Plan? 
Introduction 
With a rich history, vibrant community, and established facilities and 
infrastructure, the Town of Crewe has a duty to plan for a prosperous 
future that acknowledges the needs and desires of its residents, 
protects valuable assets, and supports economic growth. The 
Town’s Comprehensive Plan, begun in 2021 and completed in 2022, 
is an update to the previous 2018 Comprehensive Plan. This 
Comprehensive Plan is a living document that offers a vision for how 
the Town should grow and evolve into the future. 

About the Plan 
A Comprehensive Plan is a guiding public policy document for long-range planning and future development 
of a locality. The Plan addresses a wide range of topics related to development and land use including 
transportation, housing and neighborhoods, parks and open space, community facilities and services, 
economic development, and community character. 

This Comprehensive Plan describes and updates the various characteristics of the Town and establishes 
relevant considerations and needs for the future. It also describes the community’s vision and goals for where 
it wants to be in the next 20 years, along with strategies to help achieve the community’s goals. Ultimately, 
the Plan provides a guide for the public, staff, and elected and appointed officials regarding land use and 
capital improvement decisions.  

Comprehensive Plan Requirements

All cities, counties, and towns in Virginia are required 
to adopt a Comprehensive Plan for the physical 
development of their community. Within statutory 
limitations afforded by state code, land development, 
community facilities, and other public improvements 
are managed according to policies set in the 
Comprehensive Plan. The Code of Virginia 
establishes the Plan’s legal status as a general 
community development tool based on the 
following: 

...it shall control the general or 
approximate location, character, and 
extent of each feature shown on the 
plan. Thereafter, no ... (improvement), 
whether publicly or privately owned, 
shall be established, constructed, or 
authorized, unless and until... 
submitted to and approved by the 
local commission as being 
substantially in accord with the 
adopted Comprehensive Plan or part 
thereof… 

The Code of Virginia § 15.2-2223 and § 15.2-2224, 
among others, outline the required and optional Plan 
elements and offer a general framework for the 
planning process Additionally, recognizing that 
community development is on-going and ever 
changing, the Code of Virginia § 15.3-2230 sets a 
requirement that all Comprehensive Plans be 
reviewed every five years and amended as needed. 
The mandatory five-year review ensures the 
Comprehensive Plan’s continued applicability and 
usefulness to the community. 

The Code of Virginia also requires that the Plan 
include transportation, housing, and land-use 
components. The land-use component is 
encouraged to provide policies for the location of 
future public facilities, historical areas, 
redevelopment areas, and areas of environmental 
significance. It must also include policies related to 
the construction, rehabilitation, and maintenance of 
affordable housing within the Town. 
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Chapter 1 | About the Plan 

Planning Jurisdiction & Coordination 
This Comprehensive Plan applies to the Town of Crewe’s 
official planning jurisdiction, which includes approximately 
two (2) square miles. Portions of the community located 
outside of Town limits are not subject to this Plan. 

At the same time, Crewe’s connections to Nottoway County 
and the region shape the Town’s future. The Town of Crewe 
relies on and is impacted by development, commercial 
activity, and employment throughout Nottoway County and 
Virginia’s Heartland Region. Additionally, many County 
services and facilities, including the library and public 
schools, contribute to the quality of life enjoyed by Crewe’s 
residents. As such, the Comprehensive Plan recognizes and 
prioritizes collaboration with its regional partners as a critical 
component of long-range planning. 

Purpose 
This Plan is the Town’s guide to accommodating future growth, development, and change. The 
Comprehensive Plan is both aspirational and practical; it communicates an agreed upon future vision and 
prioritizes actions to achieve that vision. It informs Town staff and elected officials as they make decisions 
related to land use and resource utilization. Future land development regulations and decisions (rezoning, 
conditional use permits), capital improvements, transportation projects, and environmental and historic 
resource protection initiatives will rely on the contents of the Comprehensive Plan. While the plan discusses 
and describes land use, the Comprehensive Plan is not regulatory. Other tools such as zoning and subdivision 
ordinances, the Capital Improvement Plan, and the Town’s annual budget are the primary means by which 
Crewe will implement the vision and goals in this Plan. 

In addition to being required by the Code of Virginia, the Comprehensive Plan can help a community to: 

• Improve the quality of the physical environment of the community while promoting economic growth
and revitalization;

• Provide for the well-being of the entire community in light of social, economic, and physical realities
and forecasts;

• Coordinate the political and technical aspects of community development to establish consistency
and eliminate conflict; and

• Enhance citizen participation in community development and provide citizens with a sense of
empowerment and civic pride.

Relationships to Other Plans and Policies 

Crewe’s Comprehensive Plan relies on the body of 
knowledge and recommendations contained in 
other plans, policies, and initiatives. This plan 
recognizes these existing documents and 
identifies new plans and studies that may be 
needed to support implementation. Existing plans 
considered in the development of this Plan 
include but are not limited to: 

• Commonwealth Regional Council’s Hazard
Mitigation Plan

• Commonwealth Regional Council’s Rural Long-
Range Transportation Plan

• Nottoway County Comprehensive Plan
• Regional Solid Waste Management Plan
• Nottoway Water Supply Plan
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Chapter 1 | About the Plan 

Creating the Comprehensive Plan 

Community Input Process 
Public input is essential for a Comprehensive Plan that is reflective of the community’s vision for the future. 
This Plan is the result of a community-driven process that included broad outreach throughout the planning 
process.  

The community involvement process, which began in June 2021, generated input from residents and 
stakeholders. Feedback was collected from an online and paper survey as well as at a public workshop. The 
information gathered in these community engagement activities guided the development of the 
Comprehensive Plan and the policies and actions it directs for the future of the community. 

 
Public Workshop  
A public workshop was held on June 9, 2021. The focus of the 
workshop was to introduce the comprehensive planning process 
and broadly discuss the Town’s strengths, challenges, and 
opportunities in a small group format. Additionally, the 
workshop included a mapping exercise to identify specific 
locations in the Town with relevant land use, cultural, or 
transportation needs. Some of the most cited responses 
included:  

 

Strengths: 

• Hometown atmosphere 
and sense of community 

• Presence of parks, sports, 
and recreational 
opportunities 

• Unique local history 

• Town services 

• Affordability 

• Unique historic 
architecture 

• Access to rail and major 
roads 

 

Challenges: 

• Property maintenance 

• Sidewalk access and 
condition  

• Perception of crime 

• Lack of economic activity 
and job availability 

• Limited ability for Town to 
generate revenue 

• Age and condition of 
infrastructure 

 
 

Goals and Improvements: 

• Maintain town services 
and infrastructure 

• Increase level of activity 
on Main St. 

• Support recreational 
services 

• Improve accessibility for 
all modes of 
transportation 

• Support property 
maintenance 

• Foster business and 
workforce development 

 
 
 

Plan Kickoff

•Joint PC/BOS 
Kickoff        
May 2021                               

Community 
Input

•Public Survey 
June 2021 

•Public 
Workshop 
June 2021 

Plan Drafting

•Joint Work 
Sessions (4)
August 2021-
February 2022 

Public Review

•Public Open 
House       
March 2022

•VDOT Review 
March 2022

Refinement 
and Adoption

•Joint Work 
Session     
April 2022

•Public 
Hearing and 
Adoption   
May 2022

DRAFT

 
8



Chapter 1 | About the Plan 

Community Survey
The town administered a community survey, available online and in hard copy format, from June 1 through 
July 7, 2021, to gather input about community needs, strengths, concerns, and desires. Approximately 85 
individuals took the survey, answering questions on topics such as housing, employment, recreation, and 
economic development. The general results of this survey are summarized below and are vital to this Plan. 
Where appropriate, specific survey results are noted throughout the Plan. 

Drafting the Plan 
Using community input as a guide, this Plan was drafted through a joint process between the Planning 
Commission and Town Council. The Planning Commission and Council met five times between May 2021 
and January 2022 to draft and refine the Plan. During each work session the Planning Commission and 
Council reviewed the chapter goal statement, text, and strategies. Work sessions focused on ensuring 
strategies aligned with the community vision and goals and were prioritized to successfully implement the 
Plan.   

Public Review 
Comprehensive Plans are a product of the community’s input as interpreted through the lens of appointed 
and elected decision makers. As such, the Comprehensive Plan follows a public review and refinement period 
that ensures the Plan accurately represents the community’s concerns desires and has developed a path to 
address them. The draft Plan was made public for review and a public open house was held in March 2022 
to solicit public opinion on the draft. The open house included: a presentation summarizing the Plan content; 
opportunity to review maps and strategies; and time for questions and comments. For public that could not 
attend the open house an online survey was provided for online comment submission. 

Refinement and Adoption 
With the inclusion of changes suggested during the public review period, the revised Comprehensive Plan 
was advertised for public hearing per Code of Virginia requirements. The draft Plan was made available for 
review by the public and considered by the Planning Commission and Town Council through a formal joint 
public hearing process. 

Local history and culture, 24.7%
Sense of community, 34.1%
Cost of living, 36.5%
Small town character, 61.2%What do you 

value most 
about the 
Town of 
Crewe?

Walkability, 28.2%
Job opportunities, 35.3%
Stagnant population and development, 49.4%
Lack of shopping/services, 54.1%
Blight and vacancy, 60.0%What

concerns you 
most about 
the Town of 
Crewe's 
future?

Promote quality development, 38.8%
Improve infrastructure, 38.8%
Revitalize downtown, 49.4%
Support economic development, 52.9%

What should 
the Town of 
Crewe focus 
on as it plans 
for the future?
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Chapter 1 | About the Plan 

Crewe is a vibrant community, welcoming to all. We foster safety, economic 
opportunity, and growth, while building on our rich history, small-town 

character, and outstanding quality of life. 

Structure of the Comprehensive Plan 
Overview 
The Plan consists of a general community profile of the Town of Crewe as well as separate planning elements 
pertaining to specific components of development in Crewe. The Plan is guided by a vision that represents 
the overarching principle for the Comprehensive Plan and informs the development of goals and strategies 
for each element of the planning process. The Plan is divided into seven (7) sections which includes this 
introduction, the community profile, and six (6) planning elements. Each planning element includes a goal 
statement, an overview of current conditions, and relevant considerations and needs. Each planning element 
concludes with specific implementation strategies – the steps the Town can take to achieve its goals and vision 
for the future. 

 

Vision Statement 
A meaningful Comprehensive Plan looks 10 to 20 years into the future toward a vision of what a place can be. 
This vision is based on the collective input from the community and should be supported by residents, 
business owners, and other community members. The vision serves as the overarching principle for the 
Comprehensive Plan, guiding the development of goals and strategies for each Planning Element. The vision 
is a broad, aspirational statement headlining the entire Comprehensive Plan — the words are carefully chosen 
to reflect the most important issues on the minds of community members. 

This vision statement paints a picture of a Town that is thriving for all residents and businesses and is open to 
future growth and development. The Town in this vision is one that welcomes new citizens and encourages 
small businesses, friendly neighborhoods, and a Town government that works for and with the people to 
ensure long term sustainability and success. 
 

 

 

 

 

Plan Vision

Goals
(1 per Planning Element)

Current 
Conditions & 
Needs

Implementation 
Strategies

The aspirational statement describing the idealistic future 
of the community that serves as foundation for the Plan. 

General descriptions of what the Town aims accomplish 
in various topic and policy areas in relation to the vision. 

An overview of the relevant existing conditions, 
projections, and community input for each topic area. 

Specific statements that describe the steps necessary to 
achieve the goals and objectives. 
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Chapter 1 | About the Plan 

Planning Elements 
The planning elements focus on specific policy areas of the Town that are directly relevant to achieving the 
Plan’s vision. The goal for each planning element is listed below: 

Community Facilities and Infrastructure 
Crewe provides high quality community facilities and services, recreation opportunities, 
and public infrastructure to retain youth, promote a healthy population, and attract new 
businesses and residents. 

Housing 
Crewe offers safe, inviting, and livable neighborhoods where residents take pride in their 
homes and have access to affordable, quality housing opportunities. 

Economy and Business 
Crewe thrives by supporting growth and investment that creates economic diversity, 
attracts industries, and nurtures small businesses and local employment. 

Transportation and Mobility 
Crewe provides safe and attractive streets that promote the safe and efficient movement 
of people and goods, while expanding transportation opportunities for people of all 
incomes and abilities. 

Land Use and Development 
Crewe maintains and enhances its charming small-town character by encouraging quality 
development in and around downtown and entrance corridors while protecting 
established residential neighborhoods and open space.  

Natural and Historic Resources 
Crewe stewards its irreplaceable natural, cultural, and historic resources, while expanding 
access and capitalizing on the unique and significant characteristics of the surrounding 
community. 
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Chapter 2  

ABOUT CREWE 
Community Profile 
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Chapter 2 | About Crewe 

Overview 
The Town of Crewe is a small town with a rich history, proud heritage, 
and progressive attitude. Originally established as a railroad town in 
1888, Crewe is now a well-established community in Southside Virginia. 
Crewe is a welcoming community with a hometown atmosphere, 
historic architecture, public infrastructure, attractive neighborhoods, 
commercial activity, and economic opportunity in a rural setting 
surrounded by nature and open space.  

History 
The part of Nottoway County near Crewe was originally inhabited by 
Native Americans that were part of the Iroquoian nation. Nottoway 
County was eventually explored by pioneers and traders in the late 
1600s, and English immigrants began to settle in the area in the early 
1700s. Although, many settlements were created at crossroads in the 
County, the area where Crewe is now located remained largely 
undeveloped for many years.  

By 1852, the Southside Railroad was completed through Nottoway 
County connecting Lynchburg and Petersburg. In 1870, the railroad was 
merged with the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad and the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad to form a single railroad from Bristol to Norfolk. The 
combined railroad was renamed the Norfolk and Western Railway 
(N&W), and it quickly became a highly used route to transport 
Appalachian coal to Hampton Roads for export abroad. As the halfway point between Norfolk and Roanoke, 
a railroad stop called “Robertson’s Siding”, or “Robertson’s Switch”, was created in 1887.  

In 1888, the N&W pre-planned and built the Town of Crewe at the Robertson’s Siding railroad stop, naming 
it after the large railroad town of Crewe, England. As a halfway point on the railroad, the Town of Crewe 
became a service and repair center to support the operation of steam locomotives. Although Crewe sprang 
up almost overnight, it was not officially incorporated until March 3, 1893. For decades, the Town continued 
to have a thriving railroad industry that supported a lively community. In the 1950s the railroad switched to 
diesel-electric locomotives, which required less labor and maintenance. Since that time, the influence of the 
railroad has diminished, although Norfolk Southern still has an active rail yard in the Town. U.S. 460, originally 
a service road along the railroad, now serves as the major road corridor bringing activity into the area. 

Although Crewe’s economy has changed since the 1950’s, the Town has remained home to many families for 
generations with a history tied to the area. The annual Crewe Homecoming continues to thrive today as 
celebration of the rich history of Crewe and its people.  DRAFT
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Chapter 2 | About Crewe 

Geography 
Physical Location 
The Town of Crewe is in Nottoway County in the south-central 
portion of Virginia. Crewe is centrally located in Nottoway 
County about seven (7) miles northwest of the Town of 
Blackstone, two (2) miles east of the Town of Burkeville, and 
three (3) miles northwest of the county seat in Nottoway Court 
House. Crewe is also approximately 55 miles southwest of 
Richmond, 130 miles west of Norfolk, and 170 miles south of 
Washington D.C. Nearby major transportation corridors, 
including U.S. 460, US. 360, and the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad, connect the Town to surrounding towns, counties, 
and large metropolitan areas.  

The Town of Crewe is approximately 2.01 square miles, or 
about 1,285 acres. Most of the Town’s area is built out with 
residential neighborhoods as well as transportation corridors 
and commercial businesses. Although the Town is surrounded 
by large amounts of open space, farms, and forests, there is 
relatively little open space within the Town boundaries.  

 

2.01 
Area  

(Sq. Miles) 

Map 2.1: Town of Crewe  

3.2 
Length of U.S. 460  

in Crewe (Miles) 
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Chapter 2 | About Crewe 

Demographics 
*Data from 2019 5-Year Estimates unless otherwise noted

Demographic statistics and trends provide an important background for evaluating land use, public service 
needs, and infrastructure requirements. The following demographic profile gives insight into the population 
of Crewe, and how the Town compares to the surrounding Nottoway County and Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Population Trends 
Generally, the number of residents has remained 
stable for the last 40 years, remaining between 2,250 
and 2,500 residents. According to estimates from the 
2019 American Community survey (ACS), Crewe 
reached a new population high of 2,465 residents in 
2019, which is a 6% increase from 2010. As a town 
with a small land area, Crewe’s population density 
(1,224 per sq. mile) is much higher than Nottoway 
County (49 per sq. mile).  

Looking into the future, based on projections by the 
Weldon Cooper Center for Nottoway County and 
assuming town boundaries do not change, the Town 
of Crewe will decline in population slightly by 2040. 
Future changes to land development trends in the 
Town or an expansion of the Town boundary could 
drastically change these population projections. 

Household Characteristics 
The 2019 ACS Estimates recorded a total of 1,004 households with an average household size of 2.46 people 
in the Town of Crewe. This household size is similar to the rest of Nottoway County (2.45) and with the 
statewide level (2.61). The majority of households in Crewe are family households (637), which comprise 
63.5% of all households. Only 38.6% of all households are married-couple families. By comparison, 42.3% of 
households in Nottoway County and 66.4% of households in Virginia are married couples. 

16% 
Of Nottoway County 

Residents Live          
In Crewe 

2,465 
Population 

1,224 
Population  

Density  
(Per Sq. Mile)

2,030 2,012
1,797

2,325 2,276
2,378 2,326

2,465 2,427 2,361

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019 2030* 2040*

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Decennial Census, 2019 ACS 5-Year Est.
*Projections extrapolated from Weldon Copper Center Pop. Projections

Family: 
Married 
Couple
38.6%

Family: Male 
Householder 

6.0%

Family: Female 
Householder

18.9%
Nonfamily 

Households
36.5%

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est.

Figure 2.1: Crewe Population 1950-2019 

Figure 2.2:  Household Types 

2.46 
Average 

Household Size

1,004 
Total 

Households
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Age and Sex 
The median age of Crewe residents is 37.0 years, and the most common age cohort is the 20 to 29 age group, 
which makes up about 17% of the population. Crewe also has a significant cohort of children and seniors. 
Overall, the Crewe population is slightly younger than Nottoway County (40.6) and Virginia (38.2). 
Additionally, the population is 47.7% male and 52.3% female. 

 

Income 
In 2019, Crewe’s median household income was $42,296, which trailed the median household income levels 
of both Nottoway County and Virginia. The median household income level was only 58% of the State median 
household income. Similarly, the Town’s poverty level is 19.4%, which exceeds County (18.3%) and State 
(10.6%) levels. However, since 2010, the median household income level has increased by 22.4%, which is 
faster than that of Virginia (20.8%). 

 

 
 Crewe 

Nottoway 
County Virginia 

Median Household Income  $42,926 $45,535 $74,222 

Median Family Income  $47,303 $56,807 $90,141 

Per Capita Income  $23,912 $24,571 $39,278 

*In 2019 Inflation Adjusted Dollars 

 Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est. 

32.3%

25.8%

17.3%

9.2%

9.1%

5.2%

1.5%

Less than $24,999

$25,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $124,999

$125,000 to $149,999

$150,000 or More

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est.

$42,296 
Median Household 

Income 

254
292

437

341
310

281 280

119
151

Less
than 10

10 to
19

20 to
29

30 to
39

40 to
49

50 to
59

60 to
69

70 to
79

80 &
Over

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est.

Figure 2.3:  Age Distribution 

Table 2.1:  Income Levels 

Figure 2.4:  Income Distribution 

19.4% 
Poverty Rate 
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Chapter 2 | About Crewe 

Race/Ethnicity 
Most of Crewe’s population is White (54.9%) or Black/African American (43.2%). The Black/African American 
population has rapidly increased from 21% in 2000 and 29% in 2010. As for ethnicity, 3.5% of the population 
is of Hispanic or Latino origin. In the last 20 years, there has been very little change in the share of other races 
apart from the White and Black/African American population in Crewe. 

Education 
Approximately 83% of Crewe residents have at least a high school diploma. As compared to Nottoway 
County, Crewe has more residents with high school diplomas and all levels of college degrees. While 
educational attainment continues to increase in Crewe, it trails the statewide level where 38.8% of people 
have a bachelor’s degree or more. 

White 
54.9%

Black or 
African 

American 
43.2%

Two or 
More 
1.4%

Other
0.5%Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est.

3.5% 
Hispanic or 

Latino Origin 

5.8% 
Foreign Born 

Population 

17.1%

82.9%

46.8%

20.9%

8.4%

1.2%

0.9%

Less than High School

High School Graduate or More

Some College or More

Bachelor's Degree or More

Master's Degree or More

Professional School Degree or More

Doctorate Degree

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est.

Figure 2.5:  Racial Composition 

Figure 2.7:  Educational Attainment for Population 25 Years and Over 

84%
77%

65%
55%

15%
21%

29%
43%

1% 2%
6% 2%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

1990 2000 2010 2019
White African American Other

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est.

Figure 2.6:  Change in Race 1990-2019 

+14%
Black/African 

American Since 
2010
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Planning Implications 
The findings of the demographic profile above detail some of the forces that have shaped, and will continue 
to influence local initiatives, policies, land use, transportation needs, and infrastructure requirements. This 
information serves as an important background for the content and strategies that follow in the rest of the 
Plan.  

First, the population in the Town of Crewe has remained largely unchanged in recent years. As a densely 
populated place in a rural area, this suggests that future growth in Crewe will likely consist of infill 
development and the revitalization of vacant and underused buildings unless the Town boundaries are 
expanded. Recent shifts in teleworking and commuting habits because of the Covid-19 pandemic may also 
provide opportunities for population growth in Crewe. 

Other demographic characteristics suggest that education, affordable housing, and social services should be 
prioritized in Crewe since the Town trails the State and County in indicators on income, education, and 
household composition. Additionally, as a relatively young population, childcare, professional development 
programs, and job creation should also be considered. Finally, as a Town with a growing minority population, 
Crewe should ensure that equal opportunities are available for all populations. 
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Chapter 3  

NATURAL AND 
HISTORIC RESOURCES 

Goal: 
Crewe stewards its irreplaceable natural, cultural, and historic resources, while 
expanding access and capitalizing on the unique and significant characteristics of the 
surrounding community.
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Chapter 3 | Natural and Historic Resources 

 

Natural and historic resources are vital for an attractive, healthy community that is filled with activity and 
opportunity. These resources are integral assets in Crewe that enhance quality of life and contribute to the 
Town’s character and charm. The discussion and strategies in this chapter focus on best practices and programs 
that support environmental stewardship and historic preservation to sustain these important resources for 
generations to come. 

 

Natural Resources 
Natural resources are essential to the health and quality of life in a community. They are the air we breathe, 
the water we drink, the open spaces where we recreate, and the land on which we live. In addition to an 
inventory of Crewe’s natural resources, this section addresses strategies to protect valuable environmental 
resources, implement a sustainable approach to development activities, and plan for natural hazards. 

Topography 
Crewe lies within the Southeastern Piedmont Physiographic Province at an elevation ranging between 400 
and 500 feet above sea level with areas that are gently rolling to flat. The Town is centered along a ridgeline 
that largely follows the U.S. Highway 460 and Norfolk Southern Railroad Corridors. Generally, the land surface 
has very few steep slopes that would limit development.  

Climate 
The Town of Crewe has warm summers, relatively 
mild winters, and normally adequate rainfall. The 
chart below indicates the temperature and weather 
trends of the Town of Crewe.  

 
Vegetation & Open Space 
Crewe’s vegetation contributes to its environmental quality and attractive small-town character. Some streets 
are lined with large trees, providing shade and aesthetic appeal. Homes and municipal buildings are 
landscaped with grasses, flowers, bushes, and ornamental trees. Undeveloped wooded areas exist along the 
northern and southern boundaries of the Town with potential for passive recreation. Maintaining and planting 
trees and preserving open space adds to community character, reduces stormwater runoff, and fosters 
environmental resilience. Efforts to increase tree canopy should be paired with policies that promote the use 
of native vegetation to limit invasive species and support pollinators. The community has also indicated 
interest in walking paths and trails that would connect them to the natural environment and open space. 

44.6  
Annual  

Precipitation 
 (Inches) 

6.1 
Annual  

Snowfall 
 (Inches) 

57.2 °F 
Annual Average 

Temperature 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Average high in ºF 47.6 51.1 58.9 69.3 76.4 84.1 88.5 86.6 80.4 70.7 60.4 51.0 

Average low in ºF 25.7 27.1 33.6 42.9 53.7 62.7 67.3 65.8 58.7 45.8 34.7 29.3 

Av. precipitation in inch 3.49 3.00 4.09 3.42 4.21 3.31 4.02 3.60 4.58 3.62 3.41 3.72 

 

Table 3.1:  Average Monthly Climate 
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Water Resources 
Crewe’s ridgeline separates the James River Basin and Chowan River Basin, 
meaning that the Town is uniquely divided into two watersheds directly 
feeding into the Appomattox and Nottoway Rivers. About 72% of the Town 
land area drains into the James River Basin and is therefore considered part of 
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Crewe, however, is not considered to be in 
Tidewater Virginia and is not subject to the additional requirements of the 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act. The remaining drainage enters the 
Lazaretto Creek that feeds Crystal Lake, which is the source for Crewe’s 
municipal water system.  

Preventing pollution is of utmost importance, and especially so in the Nottoway River drainage area for 
protection of the drinking water. Best practices to preserve water quality include reducing fertilizer use, 
promoting rain gardens and permeable pavement, maintaining trees along waterways (i.e., riparian buffers), 
and encouraging proper collection and disposal of pet waste. 

72% 
Town’s Land Area 

in Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed 

Map 3.1:  Watersheds Map 
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Flood Hazard/Wetlands 
As a result of its unique location on a ridgeline, the Town 
of Crewe is only moderately susceptible to flooding1 and 
has very few areas designated as flood zones or wetlands. 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) identifies a few Zone A 
areas, meaning there is a one percent annual chance of a 
100-year flood. These areas are around two ponds within 
the town limits that do not contain any structures. Limiting 
the creation of impermeable surfaces by allowing 
permeable pavement and “right-sizing” parking 
requirements are best practices to prevent stormwater 
runoff that may cause flooding. The regional hazard 
mitigation plan also contains recommended mitigation 
actions that will help protect against flood hazards. 

Natural Hazards 
Natural hazards, such as floods, tornadoes, and severe 
storms, are inevitable events that can threaten resident 
safety and cause damage to property, the economy, and 
quality of life. The Commonwealth Regional Council 
maintains a regional hazard mitigation plan, which 
indicates hurricanes/tropical storms and drought as the 
highest ranked threat for Nottoway County and its towns, 
including Crewe. The plan identifies six mitigation actions 
that Crewe should undertake to increase its resilience to 
natural hazards. In addition to these actions, capital 
investments in emergency generators for Town facilities 
will help ensure continuity of operations during severe 
storms and power outages (See Chapter 4, Community 
Facilities and Infrastructure). By making investments to 
become less vulnerable to natural hazards, Crewe will 
become a better place to live.  

 
1 Commonwealth Regional Council Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2017. Available at: http://www.virginiasheartland.org/about-us/publications/hazard-
mitigation-plan/ 

 
 
 
 

Hazard Mitigation Plan (2017) 
Town of Crewe Mitigation Actions 

 

• Encourage residents to keep storm 
drains clear of debris during storms. 

• Ensure that adequate 
personnel/equipment are available to 
fight wildfires and structural fires. 

• Develop plan to better control storm 
water drainage and inflow into sewer lines 
that constantly cause flooding problems 
to the wastewater treatment plant. 

• Provide Public Education and Awareness 
to better inform citizens about natural 
hazards. (Complete) 

• Amend the zoning/subdivision 
ordinances to include restrictions on 
building in areas subject to flooding. 

• Protect repetitively flooded structures 
from flood damage. Actions could include 
flood proofing retrofits, elevation of 
structure and/or critical components, 
acquisition and demolition, relocation or 
repurposing of structure. 

 

Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan’s Six Mitigation Actions for Crewe: 

1. Encourage residents to keep storm drains clear of debris during storms. 
 

2. Ensure that adequate personnel/equipment are available to fight wildfires and structural fires. 
 

3. Develop plan to better control storm water drainage and inflow into sewer lines that constantly cause 
flooding problems to the wastewater treatment plant. 

 

4. Provide Public Education and Awareness to better inform citizens about natural hazards. 
 

5. Amend the zoning/subdivision ordinances to include restrictions on building in areas subject to flooding. 
 

6. Protect repetitively flooded structures from flood damage. Actions could include flood proofing retrofits, 
elevation of structure and/or critical components, acquisition and demolition, relocation, or repurposing of 
structure. 

DRAFT

 
22



  

Chapter 3 | Natural and Historic Resources 

Historic Resources 
Historic resources are fundamental to the small-town character that Crewe’s residents value as its greatest 
asset. The town includes a wide range of late 19th and early 20th century residential, commercial, and 
institutional structures that reflect the rapid development of the Town after it was established in 1888. Many 
of the houses in Town were built by the Norfolk & Western Railroad for its employees. Several forms and 
styles are present in the Town, including Queen-Anne, Victorian, Colonial-Revival, and American Foursquare. 
Historic buildings and sites are inventoried in the sections that follow. 

Downtown 
Carolina Avenue 

Crewe’s downtown was originally located on Virginia Ave (U.S. Highway 460) until a fire in 1899 destroyed 
the original commercial district. Crewe’s downtown was rebuilt one block over on Carolina Avenue and was 
largely built in the early 1900s. Notable buildings include the Oliver Hotel, the Bank of Crewe, Crittenden’s 
Drug Store, and the Crewe Hotel. Many of these buildings are still standing today; however, are in varying 
levels of repair and use. A common theme from survey respondents and workshop participants was 
revitalization of the downtown area. Highest priorities for survey respondents included attracting new 
businesses and activity and building rehabilitation and repair. Workshop participants echoed this desire and 
discussed the need to beautify the area and create a sense of place for social activity. The Town should pursue 
grant funding, such as the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development Downtown 
Revitalization Grant and funding through the Virginia Department of Transportation Alternatives Program, to 
support this need. Adoption of a historic overlay zoning district for the area will also promote maintenance 
and discourage further deterioration of downtown buildings. 
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Town Owned Historic Resources 
Crewe Municipal Building & Volunteer Fire Department 

The Crewe Municipal Building (Town Hall) was built in 1939 
and remains a stately Colonial Revival-style brick building in 
the center of Town. The town hall was previously located in a 
store, but after the adoption of a Council-Manager form of 
government in 1926, there was an effort to build a more 
formal Town Hall. The adjacent building which was originally 
built for the Crewe Volunteer Fire Department is a historic 
resource associated with the Town Hall and is detailed in the 
same style.  

Lottie Moon Burial Site 

The Town of Crewe has the distinction of being the final resting place of Baptist missionary Lottie Moon. She 
was eventually called as a missionary to China in 1873 and stayed for 14 years. She returned to Crewe to visit 
her brother, Isaac Moon and his wife. She rested for two years and then traveled back to China. On Christmas 
Eve, 1912, she died aboard ship Kobe Japan, while returning home. She had requested that upon death, her 
remains be cremated and the ashes be buried beside her brother in the Crewe Cemetery. 

Railroad Buildings 

The N&W Oil and Waste Houses and the N&W Power House are examples of the large buildings associated 
with the railroad yard in Crewe. Built in the 1900s, these large buildings are brick with corbelled-brick 
detailing and segmental arched openings. The Division Office Building built in the 1950s is now owned by 
the Town of Crewe. This building has adequate square footage for commercial or office reuse; however, 
remediation is necessary to make it a usable space.  

Museums 
Crewe Historical Railroad Museum 

The Crewe Railroad Museum houses many artifacts from the 
Town’s heyday as a railroad hub. The museum includes 
locomotives and train cars, as well as displays and collections of 
artifacts used by railroad workers. The museum is a unique 
destination in Crewe that highlights the rich history of the local 
community as a railroad town. This asset should be utilized to bring 
train enthusiast, young and old, to the Town of Crewe.  

Virginia Museum of Radio Entertainment  

The WSVS radio station and Virginia Museum of Radio 
Entertainment is located just west of Town. The historic WSVS radio 
station first went on air in 1947. The museum celebrates the local 
history of radio in the area and hosts live shows. 

  

Tichnor Bros. Postcard depicting the Crewe Municipal 
Building, dated 1930-1945, via Boston Public Library 
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Other Historic Sites 
Oliver Mansion 

Oliver Mansion was built in 1910 by T.B. Oliver, a local merchant known as the “Father of Crewe”. This house, 
built in a Colonial Revival style, features a large wrap around porch, large columns, and elaborate staircases. 
The house showcases the rich architectural history of residences in Crewe.  

C.E. Wilson House 

Built in 1890 for C.E. Wilson who was known as Crewe’s first millionaire, the house is a Queen-Anne style 
dwelling and stands as one of the earliest residences in Crewe. 

Churches 

Churches are a component of the Crewe community. Originally built in 1889 and rebuilt after a fire in 1916, 
the Crewe Baptist Church is built in the Classical-Revival Style. The Church building is one of the few 
remaining church buildings in town from the early 20th century. The Pryor Memorial Church on the corner of 
Tyler St. and Tennessee Ave was built in 1918 and the Crewe Christian Church on the corner of Maryland Ave 
and Carter St was built in 1921.  

 

Historic Districts 
While the Town has several historic buildings and sites, it does not have designated historic overlay zoning 
districts to protect these resources. As a result, many buildings important to Crewe’s history have been 
demolished over time. 

Based on the Comprehensive Plan public survey, residents are supportive of 
local historic district(s) that would provide regulation to maintain the historic 
character of buildings, churches, and homes significant to Crewe’s history. As a 
first step in this process, the Town has received a grant and is working with the 
Department of Historic Resources to identify sites/areas that meet state and 
federal criteria. The Commonwealth Preservation Group is scheduled to start 
survey work in February 2022. This will likely result in the designation of 
buildings and/or areas for the state and/or national register of historic places.  
 
Historic structures identified through this process and designated on the state and/or national register of 
historic places may be eligible for grant funding or tax relief to support building maintenance and 
rehabilitation. Following completion of the inventory and a state and/or federal Historic District designation, 
the Town should also undertake a zoning amendment to formally designate a local historic overlay district to 
provide regulatory protection for the district.   

  

67% 
Survey 

Respondents 
Support Creating 
a Historic District 

 

Oliver Mansion C.E. Wilson House Crewe Baptist Church 
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Strategies 
 

Natural Resources 

3.1 
Update zoning and development regulations that address vegetation and promote 
sustainable development. 

3.2 
Seek opportunities to expand resident access and connectivity to natural open space, such 
as a trail for walking and biking. 

3.3 
Protect Crystal Lake from unfiltered runoff to prevent pollution of the Town’s current water 
source and continue to pursue an agreement with the Town of Blackstone to purchase 
water. 

3.4 
Allocate resources to implement the mitigation actions identified in the regional hazard 
mitigation plan. 

  

Historic Resources 

3.5 
Complete an inventory of sites/areas that meet state and/or federal criteria for historic 
preservation. 

3.6 
Establish a Local Historic Overlay Zoning District with appropriate design standards to 
preserve areas and structures of historic and cultural significance. 

3.7 
Seek grants to rehabilitate Downtown Crewe, creating a welcoming atmosphere with street 
landscaping, crosswalks, and building façade improvements. 

3.8 
Promote the Town’s railroad, music, historic sites and significant cultural resources with 
signage, events, and other tourism outreach. 
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Chapter 4  
COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Goal: 
Crewe provides high quality community facilities and services, recreation 
opportunities, and public infrastructure to retain youth, promote a healthy 
population, and attract new businesses and residents.
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Chapter 4 | Community Facilities and Infrastructure 

 

Community facilities, public services, and infrastructure play an essential role in the quality of life of Crewe 
residents and directly impact the Town’s ability to accommodate growth and development. In addition to 
Town-provided facilities, Crewe’s residents benefit from Nottoway County and private organizations, which 
provide valuable community services. Essential services such as solid waste, police protection, and water and 
sewer service are provided by the Town while most other services such as schools, fire and rescue, and health 
and social services are provided through Nottoway County or private providers. This section of the Plan 
evaluates the community services and facilities available to Town residents and articulates areas of need that 
should be incorporated into the Town’s capital planning and budget process. 

 

Community Facilities 
Delivering quality service to residents is an important purpose of local 
governments. Fire and rescue, athletic fields, a library, and an airport are a 
few community assets that make Crewe a great place to live. These assets 
directly affect the daily life of residents and impact overall quality of life. 
Continued investment and maintenance will ensure high standard facilities 
and services that meets the needs of all residents. 

Table 4.1 inventories the Town-owned facilities in Crewe, along with the 
anticipated improvements needed within the timeframe of this Comprehensive Plan. Additional public and 
private assets that contribute to the community’s quality of life are discussed in the sections that follow. 

  

73% 
Survey Respondents 
Indicated Recreation 

as a Need 
 

Map 4.1: Community Facilities 
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Table 4.1: Town-owned Facility Conditions and Needs 

Town Facility Year Built Current 
Condition Improvement Need 

Town Hall/ 
Police Department 

1939 Fair 

• Reorganization to optimize space on first floor
• Renovation to accommodate offices, bathroom,

and conference room on second floor
• Renovations for ADA accessibility
• Generator to provide uninterrupted service

Public Works Building 
1950 
1965 

(rebuilt after fire) 
Good • Generator to provide uninterrupted service

Water Plant, 
Lines, Meters, 

Appurtenances 
1973 Fair 

• Renovation of building if agreement with
Blackstone is not granted

• Lines, Hydrants, and Meters need to be replaced
• Dredge lower portion of Crystal Lake
• Construct new intake structure

Sewer Plant, Lines, 
Appurtenances 

1995 Excellent • None

Fire Department Building 2003 Good 
• Repave parking lot
• Renovate recreation/bunk room
• General maintenance

Library 1970 Fair • Renovation of building

Airport 1993 Fair 
• Reconstruct Runway
• General repair and maintenance to building

Railroad Division Building 1930 Poor 
• Asbestos removal
• Renovation of building

Community Center 1950 Good 
• Modernization and upgrades for space

utilization

Note: Condition assigned in four categories: Excellent, Good, Fair, and Poor. Excellent meaning no improvements 
needed in the next 5 years; Good meaning functioning well, may need improvements for efficiency; Fair meaning 
functioning but day-to-day operations are challenging, needs improvements for efficiency and safety; Poor meaning 
functioning is difficult with operation errors, safety is a major concern.   
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Administrative Facilities 
The Town of Crewe maintains two administrative facilities that house most of its local government functions.  

The Crewe Municipal Building houses the Town’s administrative offices and police station on the first floor 
with the second floor used for storage. Located at 125 East Carlina Avenue, the Crewe Municipal Building is 
centrally located in the Town. The building is open to the public, and residents are able to pay their taxes and 
utility bills in person. Renovations are needed to modernize and optimize the space. 

The Town of Crewe Public Works Shop is located just outside of the 
Town limits on Highway 49. The shop houses the Town’s 
maintenance equipment and vehicles. 

The Town also owns the Railroad Division Building, which offers 
great potential for adaptive reuse as a community and/or revenue-
generating asset. This two-story building is located adjacent to 
Beamer Field. It is currently vacant and will require removal of 
asbestos and renovation before use. 

Public Safety 
The Town of Crewe has its own police department that is staffed with 
six full-time officers, a Police Chief, and an administrative assistant. 
The Crewe Police Department provides emergency, safety, and 
police services to all people within the Town of Crewe. The Crewe 
Police Department has an officer on duty 24/7 throughout the year and remains committed to hosting 
community events and engaging with citizens. Current challenges include adequate operational space and 
uninterrupted service during power outages.  

The Crewe Volunteer Fire Department is located on U.S. 460 and provides fire protection for the Town and 
parts of surrounding Nottoway County. The fire department is funded jointly by the Town, Nottoway County 
and donations. The Department is staffed by 32 volunteers and supported by an active Ladies Auxiliary and 

Junior Fire Department Program. The Department has multiple 
engines including a tanker truck, pumper and brush trucks, a 
heavy rescue vehicle, a first responder unit and a rescue truck. 
The Fire Department building is currently in good condition. 

Nottoway County Rescue Squad provides emergency medical 
services to Nottoway County and its towns. The main 
headquarters are located in Crewe on U.S. 460 and a satellite 
station is in Blackstone. The volunteer members of the squad 
are trained EMTs and provide emergency response and 
medical transport to local and regional medical facilities. The 
Department has five ambulances, two quick responder units, 
and two boats staffed by paramedics, cardiac technicians, and 
trauma specialists. Both the Nottoway County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad and the Crewe Volunteer Fire Department is dispatched 
from the Nottoway County Sheriff’s Office Communications 
Center. 

  

Source: Crewe Police Department 

Source: Town of Crewe 
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Education 
The Nottoway County Public School System 
provides public education for Crewe 
residents. The total enrollment of the 
Nottoway County Public School System was 
1,878 in the 2020-2021 school year. The local 
public school system is also a major local 
employer. Private schools are also present in 
nearby Blackstone and Farmville.  

The Town of Crewe also has several nearby 
colleges. Longwood University, located in the 
Town of Farmville, is a four-year state 
supported coeducational institution, which 
offers more than 100 majors, minors, and 
concentrations. Hampden-Sydney College, 
located in the community of Hampden-Sydney, is a private liberal arts institution for men. The college, which 
is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, offers a total of 57 majors, minors, and program classes combined. 
Southside Virginia Community College maintains two conveniently located campuses in nearby Alberta and 
Keysville as well as a satellite campus on Fort Pickett for selected programs. 

Library 
The Crewe Branch Library is part of the Nottoway County Public Library System that serves Nottoway County 
and its Towns. The library is located on Tyler Street in a building owned by the Town. The library offers books, 

magazines, videos, and computers with internet access to 
all of Nottoway County and the Town of Crewe’s 
residents. The library hosts weekly stories and crafts 
meetings, provides summer reading programs, houses 
the Nottoway County literacy program, and offers adult 
GED classes. There is also a playground located beside 
the library to provide recreation for children in the 
community. The playground is in good condition; 
however, the building needs renovation. This should be 
explored through partnership with the Town of Crewe 
and Nottoway County.  

Community Center 
The Crewe Community Center, located at 200 West 
Tennessee Avenue, was recently acquired by the 
Town. The facility was completely renovated in 2012 
and used as an event space for weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays, community events, and 
business meetings. The full kitchen, bathrooms, large 
open room, and lawn space are assets for events with 
up to 200 persons. Currently, the Town conducts all 
Council and Planning Commission meetings in this facility. Adjacent to the community center is a small natural 
open space that holds opportunity for passive recreation or small playground space. 

Source: Nottoway County Schools 
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Parks & Recreation 
Crewe’s residents benefit from a variety of public and privately-owned parks and recreation areas. Recreation 
areas in the town include: 

• Veterans’ Memorial Park is a Town-owned facility with picnic tables, gazebo, fire pits, and a fitness trail.  

• Golubic Stadium is an athletic field/stadium located on Pennsylvania Ave. The land is owned by 
County School Board and is used for sports practices and games. 

• Beamer, Hackney, and Railroaders baseball fields are privately-owned by Norfolk Southern Railroad 
and leased by the Crewe Burkeville Recreation Association.  

• Hooper Park, owned by Southside Electric Co-OP, is located on the western end of Crewe. A covered 
pavilion with a stage, picnic tables, and restroom facilities are located within the park. Hooper Park is 
available through rental only. In the past, the park has been used for large concerts and annual town 
events.  

Public outreach indicated a need to improve and expand these amenities. Specifically, trails for biking, 
walking, or hiking and improvements for existing facilities were the top selected recreation needs for the town 
in the public survey. Workshop participants also expressed a desire for more recreation opportunities for 
youth and families. 

 
 

Health Care 
Health care is an important asset in any community. The Town of Crewe has a few doctors’ offices and dentists’ 
offices located within the Town limits that serves a variety of services for its patients. The Crewe Medical 
Center on U.S. 460, just outside the Town limits, is the primary location for routine medical appointments for 
Crewe residents. The Towns of Blackstone and Burkeville also have medical centers that offer similar health 
services. The Town is also served by the Nottoway County Health Department, which is in the Nottoway 
Courthouse area. The nearest hospital facilities are located in Farmville, Petersburg, Richmond, and South 
Hill.  

The Piedmont Geriatric Hospital is an inpatient psychiatric facility operated by the Commonwealth of 
Virginia’s Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services with a total bed capacity for 135 
patients, located just west of the Town on U.S. 460. The 100-acre wooded campus was originally established 
in 1917 as a treatment facility for African Americans with tuberculosis. The geriatric hospital was founded in 
1967 and patients are present with a wide range of functional levels and diagnoses.  

Airport 
The Crewe Municipal Airport is located just a mile outside of the town limits on Indian Oak Road. The airport 
has been in operation since 1964. The runway dimensions are 3300 x 60 feet with asphalt in fair condition 
and markings in poor condition. The facility is a unique resource for the Town that must be maintained for 
continued safe operation. 

Source: 
CreativeCommons, 

via Retronaut 
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Infrastructure 
Water, sewer, and other utilities are impacted by growth, development, 
and evolving needs. The Town of Crewe must remain adaptive and 
responsive to keep pace with maintenance, regulatory requirements, 
advancing technology, and resident expectations. While the Town has 
made recent improvements to its sewer infrastructure, the Town’s water 
infrastructure is a critical need that must be addressed to ensure 
continued quality and reliable service. 

Water 
The Town of Crewe receives its water from Crystal Lake, which is located in the Nottoway Courthouse area of 
the County. The Town’s million-gallon-per-day treatment plant was built in 1973. The facility provides water 
to the Nottoway Courthouse Complex, Nottoway School Complex, the town of Crewe residents, and some 
areas adjacent to the town. The water treatment plant and distribution system need repairs and replacements. 
Flows, pressures, and the technology for monitoring the system are all in need of improvement. The billing 
rates have not been increased for many years, resulting in a lack of funds for improvements. However, the 
Town of Crewe is currently working with the Virginia Department of General Services and the Town of 
Blackstone on an agreement to purchase water from the Town of Blackstone. This agreement would allow 
the closure of the water treatment plant and discontinuation of Crystal Lake as the water source.  

Sewer 
Crewe’s sewage treatment plant and collection system were built in 1995. The plant is designed to serve a 
population of 3,000 and is equipped to provide primary and secondary treatment with chlorination. The 
effluent is discharged to an unnamed tributary of Deep Creek. The sewer infrastructure has been rehabilitated 
through a project to reduce inflow and infiltration, including manhole rehabilitation and lateral lining.  

Stormwater 
Currently the stormwater system is owned and maintained by the Virginia Department of Transportation. The 
Town must stay in contact with Virginia Department of Transportation representatives to facilitate any 
stormwater needs and concerns.  

Refuse and Recycling 
The Town of Crewe provides trash pickup and leaf and yard debris collection for residents and commercial 
businesses. The pickup and collection dates for residents are scheduled based on the location within the 
town, East end and West end. Trash pickup may be improved through an automated system. While the Town 
does not currently provide recycling services, public engagement indicated an interest in these services. 
Recycling collection should be evaluated in the future to determine the economic feasibility for the Town, 
perhaps as a joint service with Nottoway County. 

Electric 
Most of the electric for the town is served by Dominion Energy. In addition, Southside Electric Cooperative is 
headquartered in Crewe and serves 18 rural southside counties. 

Internet 
CenturyLink is the main DSL and Fiber internet service provider for the Town of Crewe. Other providers 
include satellite and cable providers such as Viasat, HughesNet, and Shentel.  

66% 
Town’s Survey 

Respondents Indicated 
Infrastructure as a Need 
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Strategies 
 

Community Facilities 

4.1 
Renovate the Town Hall to optimize space and create conference rooms, additional offices, and 
restroom facilities for the Administration and Police Departments. 

4.2 
Install automatic generators in the Community Center, Town Hall, and Public Works Building for 
continuous operation of Police and Emergency Services during power outages. 

4.3 Remediate asbestos and other harmful substances from the Railroad Division Building.    

4.4 Market the Railroad Division Building for potential development and business or public reuse 

4.5 
Partner with Nottoway County to conduct a needs and cost assessment for library renovation to 
improve services and programs.  

4.6 
Utilize the Community Center for community programs and events for all ages and demographics, 
such as cultural celebrations, art and dance classes, and youth clubs. 

4.7 
Provide recreation amenities on the Community Center grounds with improvements such as 
benches, picnic tables, or small-scale play or exercise equipment. 

4.8 
Maintain and improve existing recreation facilities and amenities and identify opportunities for 
walking and biking trails for residents.  

4.9 
Seek a formal public/private partnership or ownership of Veterans’ Memorial Park, Beamer, 
Hackney, and Railroaders baseball fields and invest in road, parking, and facility improvements for 
a more effective community asset. 

 

Infrastructure 

4.10 
Improve the Town’s water supply, either by treatment plant renovation or partnership with 
Blackstone, and replace water lines, hydrants, and water meters to improve flows, pressure, and 
system operation. 

4.11 
Investigate the feasibility of a partnership between the Town and Nottoway County for 
establishment of a recycling program. 

4.12 Investigate the feasibility of converting to an automated trash pickup service. 

4.13 Place all utilities underground wherever possible to improve service reliability and appearance. 
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Chapter 5  
HOUSING 

Goal: 
Crewe offers safe, inviting, and livable neighborhoods where residents 
take pride in their homes and have access to affordable, quality housing 
opportunities.
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Housing and neighborhoods are the building blocks of a livable community. Affordable, quality housing is 
crucial to the well-being and economic vitality of residents and is also often an important consideration for 
business attraction and retention. This chapter examines the existing housing conditions in Crewe and 
recommends strategies to ensure the availability of safe, livable, and affordable housing options in the future.  

 

Existing Housing Stock 
Housing Type 
As of 2020, the town of Crewe comprised 1,086 housing units with a majority being single-family detached 
housing structures (82%), which is in line with the housing trend in Nottoway County and Southern Virginia. 
About 18% of the housing structures are apartments with units ranging from 2 to 10 or more. Crewe residents 
expressed a continued affinity for single family housing with more than 77% of survey respondents indicating 
this as the preferred type of new residential construction followed next by mixed use housing at 43%. 

Housing Age 
The historic character of the town is reflected in the existing housing 
stock with a significant number of housing structures built in the early 
and mid-1900s. Crewe has a higher percentage of occupied residential 
structures built in the early and mid-1900s (48%) than Nottoway County 
(29%) and Virginia (20%). Crewe is also home to newer development with 
about 8% of the occupied housing units built since 2000. This is a slow rate of new housing construction 
compared to Nottoway County (14%), which could be attributed to the built-out nature of Crewe along with 
other market factors. 

Historic residential properties are an asset that add to the town’s character and charm. Crewe, therefore, 
should encourage home maintenance and renovations as an important component of community 
development. The average lifespan of a house is 40-50 years without significant annual maintenance. Older 
housing stock requires upkeep and can present challenges related to weatherization, energy efficiency, 
accessibility, and costly building system repairs. The town and its residents can benefit from housing 
rehabilitation programs and initiatives, such as tax relief for seniors or substantial rehabilitation projects, that 
ensure the preservation and continued maintenance of residential structures. The town may also consider 
creation of a residential rental inspection program to ensure safe living conditions and encourage 
maintenance of rental properties. 

78% 
Survey Respondents 

Identified Home 
Rehab/Repair as a Need 
 

Figure 5.1: Age of Housing Structures 
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Ownership/Rental  
The town of Crewe presents multiple advantages for those seeking homeownership in an affordable, close-
knit historic town. About 55% of households own their homes in Crewe compared to 65% in Nottoway County. 
Like many communities, there is a large disparity between white ownership and other minority races. One-
quarter of the owner-occupied homes in Crewe are owned and inhabited by African Americans or other races. 
The town can encourage homeownership by helping residents access available grants and resources, such 
as Virginia Housing’s Down Payment Assistance Grant. 

Figure 5.3: Ownership Age Composition 

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est. 

Figure 5.2: Owner-occupied Racial Composition 

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est. 

Source: BHG Realty 
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Turnover 
The housing turnover rate shows an inclination for homeowners to stay in Crewe with about 22% of homes 
being occupied by the same owner for thirty years or more – this is on par with Nottoway County (25%) and 
higher than Virginia (13%). Crewe also has a fairly high percentage of householders that have moved since 
2015 – 32% compared to only 15% for Nottoway County and 26% for Virginia. While this is likely driven in part 
by rental turnover, it may also be an indicator that the town is experiencing neighborhood transition. Efforts 
should be made to engage new residents in the community and ensure they are aware of the resources 
discussed throughout this chapter. Approximately 44% of the owner-occupied homes are owned by those 
65 years old and older. Neighborhood improvements, such as sidewalks and benches, will help make Crewe 
more accessible and friendly for long-term residents that wish to “age in place” as well as help attract new 
residents as homes are sold or inherited.  

Vacancy 
Crewe has a high vacancy rate (15%) which is similar to Nottoway County (14.8%) but several percentages 
higher than Virginia (8.2%). Generally, a vacancy rate of two percent for owner occupied units and eight 
percent for renter occupied units is considered healthy. While Nottoway County’s rate increased in 2020, 
Crewe’s rate has remained high since 2000, indicating a long-term vacancy trend. Census data indicates that 
most of Crewe’s units are categorized as vacant due to reasons such as legal proceedings, foreclosure, 
repairs, or abandonment. Unfortunately, vacant units often do not receive necessary upkeep and 
maintenance, resulting in further deterioration and failure to return to occupancy. Getting these units back 
into the housing market should be a priority for the community. As a first step, adopting property 
maintenance code regulations for general upkeep and conducting enforcement will ensure upkeep and 
rejuvenation of older housing units. Crewe may also need to consider spot blight abatement or land banking 
to repair or acquire blighted properties through donation, purchase, or eminent domain.1 

   

 
1 See Code of Virginia §36-49.1:1for spot blight abatement. See Code of Virginia §15.2-7500 for land banking. 

 

2000 2010 2020 

Occupied 
Housing Units  

978 913 923 

Vacant Housing 
Units  

96 165 163 

Vacancy Rate 
(Owner and 
renter units) 

8.9% 15.3% 15% 

Total Units 1,074 1,078 1,086 

Table 5.1: Occupancy and Vacancy 
 

Source: 2020, 2010, 2000 Decennial Census 

Census data indicates that most of Crewe’s units are categorized 
as vacant due to reasons such as legal proceedings, foreclosure, 
repairs, or abandonment. 

Source: CreativeCommons, via Retronaut 

DRAFT

 
38



Chapter 5 | Housing 

Housing Affordability 
The availability of adequate affordable housing options is critical for sustaining the 
economic health of the community. Owning a house is easier in Crewe compared 
to the county, which may be why only about a third of respondents indicated 
affordable housing as a need in the community. The median owner-occupied home 
value in Crewe was $139,100 in 2019, which is less than Nottoway County 
($151,400) and Virginia ($273,100). About 14% of homeowners (with a mortgage) 
are cost-burdened2, which is less than Nottoway County (22.4%) and Virginia (26%). However, Crewe presents 
challenges of a lack of affordable housing options for renters. The median monthly renter costs in Crewe is 
$807, which is higher than the median monthly renter costs in Nottoway County ($770). About 57% of the 
renters are cost-burdened – higher than Nottoway County (47%) and Virginia (48%).  

Crewe has some housing for low-to-moderate income individuals and families. Subsidized housing for 
seniors, disabled, and low-to-moderate income families was established in the town in the early 1990s. 
Deerfield Apartments opened in 1992 and provides 39 units of affordable housing for seniors and people 
with disabilities. Crewe Village Apartments provides 40 affordable housing units to low-income and 
moderate-income individuals and families. Since then, the demand for affordable housing options has 
increased. Both complexes have a higher demand than supply and have long waiting lists.  

Adding more units at varied price ranges can help to alleviate housing cost burdens faced by the town’s 
renters. The existing zoning regulations, which allow predominantly single-family housing and multi-family 
housing, could be diversified to allow additional housing types with an emphasis on accessory dwellings. 
Accessory dwellings are an increasingly popular way to offer affordable rental opportunities that also 
supplement the income of cost burdened homeowners and support aging in place.  

2 According to the Department of Housing and Urban Development, households that spend 30% of their income on housing costs, including utilities, 
are considered “cost burdened”, meaning that housing is not affordable to them.
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Figure 5.4: Owner-Occupied Home Value 

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est. 
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Projected Housing Need 
Based on Crewe's housing vacancy and average household size, it can be inferred that the number of homes 
in Crewe is sufficient to meet current needs. The existing number of homes may also be sufficient to meet 
future needs given that population projections in the demographic section of this plan (See Chapter 2, About 
Crewe) show Crewe declining slightly. It is possible, however, that Crewe could experience a renaissance that 
draws more residents to the towns – especially given the current urban-to-rural housing trends resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. If the town were to experience 5% population growth by 2040, approximately 19 
new housing units would be required to maintain the current average household size at a 5% vacancy rate. 

 

 2019 2040 
(Projected Decline) 

2040 
(Projected 5% Increase) 

Population 2465 2361 2589 

Housing Unit Demand 
(based on 2.46 per household) 

1002 960 1052 

Housing Unit Need 
(including 5% vacancy) 

1052 1008 1105 

Need (+) / Surplus (-) -34 -79 +19 
 

Of course, there is much more to housing markets than unit numbers alone. Housing supply must meet 
customer expectations in terms of price, size, location, and state of repair, among other factors. Some 
important considerations specific to Crewe include: 

• Crewe’s existing housing stock is aging and may require significant repair and renovation to meet the 
needs and expectations of younger generations.  

• The youth population also increased slightly in the last decade, creating a need for housing that serves 
the needs and interests of young individuals and families.  

• About 33% of Crewe’s residents are over the age of 50, mirroring the survey in which about 35% of 
respondents indicated a desire for more housing options for seniors and elderly residents.  

• There is a clear demand for additional affordable rental units based on rental cost burden and 
apartment waiting lists. 

Given these considerations, the town should consider ways to expand, rejuvenate, and diversify the housing 
stock. Variety of housing stock is best addressed through zoning to allow more residential types and can also 
benefit from streamlined processes that encourage landowners and developers to take action. As previously 
noted, rehabilitation of existing stock can be addressed through incentives and code enforcement, as well as 
targeted efforts to connect homeowners with 
available resources. 

The town can also benefit by encouraging 
downtown adaptive reuse and allowing 
housing options above commercial uses in the 
downtown and commercial areas. 
Rehabilitation of historic residential buildings 
can also help reduce recurring maintenance 
and energy costs and thus, costs of owning or 
renting a home. 

Table 5.2: Projected Housing Need 

DRAFT

 
40



Chapter 5 | Housing 

Housing Initiatives & Partnerships  
Crewe can benefit from many available housing 
initiatives and partnerships and has already taken 
advantage of some existing programs. Crewe was 
awarded a Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) in 2014 to fund the Lipscomb and Stratton 
Neighborhood Revitalization Project, which 
rehabilitated approximately 20 homes. Additionally, 
serving the area are Habitat for Humanity, Piedmont 
Senior Resources Area Agency on Aging, Inc. and 
Southeast Rural Community Assistance Project, Inc. 
(SERCAP), non-profit organizations that provide 
housing aid in the form of rehabilitation programs, 
loans, and other assistance for home improvement. 

The town should continue to utilize programs targeted 
at providing housing assistance offered by the federal, 
state, the regional planning entity (Commonwealth 
Regional Council), local governments, and non-profit 
organizations. Conducting a housing study to identify 
those neighborhoods with the most need can help focus 
efforts, strengthen grant competition, and create 
marked improvements. 

Housing Programs 

Virginia Housing and Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community Development 
provide programs to help Virginia residents 
attain quality, affordable housing. Some 
programs offered by Virginia Housing that can 
be leveraged by the residents of Crewe are 
listed below. 

• Home loans for homebuyers

• Virginia Housing Plus Second
Mortgage

• Down Payment Assistance Grant

• Accessible Rental Housing

• Low Income Housing Tax Credit
Program

• Virginia Livable Home Tax Credit
(LHTC)

Piedmont Habitat for Humanity 
partners with residents, 
businesses, civic organizations, 
local governments, schools, 
and other nonprofits to build 
and repair homes. 

Source: Piedmont Habitat for Humanity (Farmville)   

Source: Piedmont Habitat for Humanity 

Piedmont Habitat for 
Humanity serves Nottoway, 
Prince Edward, Buckingham, 
Cumberland, Charlotte, and 
Nelson counties.  
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Strategies 
 

Housing 

5.1 
Establish a resource list of state, federal, and non-profit housing programs and resources that 
support homeownership, home repair/rehabilitation, and weatherization and connect 
homeowners with these resources. 

5.2 
Partner with Nottoway County to offer tax relief for seniors and/or substantial rehabilitation projects 
to ensure the preservation and continued maintenance of residential structures. 

5.3 
Consider the feasibility of establishing and enforcing a rental inspection program to encourage 
maintenance and ensure safe living conditions for renters.  

5.4 
Leverage incentives offered by federal, state, and local programs for the rehabilitation of historic 
residential buildings to alleviate housing cost burdens for homeowners in town. 

5.5 
Invest in neighborhood improvements (lighting, sidewalks, crosswalks, benches) that ensure safety 
and walkability and promote aging in place.  

5.6 
Adopt building and property maintenance codes that address general upkeep and conduct 
enforcement to improve the housing stock in the community. 

5.7 
Consider establishing a spot blight abatement or land banking program to repair or acquire 
blighted properties through donation, purchase, or eminent domain. 

5.8 
Update the town’s zoning ordinance to eliminate potential obstacles to housing development and 
rehabilitation. This should include allowing mixed use buildings, accessory dwellings, and 
streamlined permitting processes. 

5.9 
Target housing development and features that appeal to young people and families such as 
affordable, entry-level housing options for moderate-income families, duplexes, and town house 
residences. 

5.10 
Partner with local builders, landlords, and local and regional agencies to reduce rental cost burden 
by leveraging local, state, and federal incentives and supporting the creation of additional rental 
housing.  
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Housing (continued) 

5.11 

Increase the supply of affordable housing for seniors and people with disabilities by updating 
Crewe’s development regulations to ensure that housing features benefit senior citizens and 
people with disabilities, including universal and accessible design, independent living apartments, 
and small assisted living projects designed and constructed in keeping with the historic character 
of Crewe. 

5.12 
Ensure that manufactured homes remain a source of affordable housing, as outlined in the Code 
of Virginia Sec 15.2-2223.5, by preserving existing manufactured housing communities and 
allowing manufactured homes in specific zoning district(s). 

5.13 
 Support the efforts of non-profit groups such as Habitat for Humanity and Southeast Rural 
Community Assistance Project, Inc. (SERCAP) to maintain and improve the supply of affordable 
housing options in the area. 

5.14 
Develop a housing study that identifies neighborhoods with the most need, assessing number of 
structures, livability, repair, restoration, and facility and infrastructure improvements. 

5.15 Apply for CDBG and other grants based on the findings of the housing study. 
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Chapter 6  
ECONOMY AND 
BUSINESS 

Goal: 
Crewe thrives by supporting growth and investment that creates 
economic diversity, attracts industries, and nurtures small businesses and 
local employment.
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Chapter 6 | Economy and Business 

 
 

Crewe is home to a small-town economy that offers a variety of retail and professional services and numerous 
economic development assets. The town’s historic downtown, municipal airport, and prime location on US 
Highway 460 (US 460) represent untapped opportunity with potential to strengthen Crewe as a hub of business 
activity. The town’s economy is also bolstered by many regional assets that provide employment, education, 
and workforce development – including Fort Pickett, Nottoway Correctional Facility, Longwood University, and 
Hampden-Sydney College, among others. This section of the Plan evaluates the economy of the town, 
identifying strengths and areas of need that should be incorporated to attract new private investment for the 
diversification of the local economy.  
 

Local Economy 
Existing Businesses 
With approximately 80 employment establishments, Crewe residents have 
access to a variety of goods and services to meet everyday needs. Existing 
businesses are primarily oriented toward local services and highway 
commercial with a mix of restaurants, medical providers, banks, insurance 
agencies, personal services, auto repair, contractors, and churches, among 
others. Crewe is also the proud headquarters of Southside Electric Cooperative, 
which serves 55,000 homes and businesses across central and southside 
Virginia. Other major employers in the area include the Virginia Center for Behavioral Rehabilitation, 
Nottoway Correctional Center, Piedmont Geriatric Hospital, Nottoway County public schools, Fort Pickett, 
and the Foreign Affairs Security Training Center.  

Employment 
Table 6.1 shows the civilian population (age 16+) employed in different types of industries in Crewe and 
Nottoway County. Education/healthcare/social assistance employ the largest percentage of the town’s 
population (40%). About 21% of the population is engaged in transportation/warehousing/utilities, followed 
by retail trade (19%). Construction and public administration also play a significant role in supporting the local 
economy.  
 

  

~80 
Employment 

establishments in 
Crewe 

Source: CreativeCommons, via Retronaut 

Local businesses in Downtown Crewe.  
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Labor Force  
Crewe’s labor force participation rate has held steady since 2010, while that of Nottoway County has declined 
slightly. In 2019, the labor force participation rate in Crewe was 56.4% compared to 47.1% in Nottoway 
County. People with more education are more likely to participate in the labor force as compared to people 
with lower education. In 2019, approximately 83% of residents in the town of Crewe had at least a high school 
diploma. The higher rate could also be an impact of the proximity to several colleges including Longwood 
University, Hampden-Sydney College, and Southside Virginia Community College. 

 
 

  

Industry type 
Number of people employed 

Crewe Nottoway County 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 284 1,414 
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 150 544 

Retail trade 134 808 
Construction 103 512 

Public administration 86 397 
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 66 515 

Manufacturing 65 344 
Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste 

management services 
61 414 

Other services, except public administration 31 166 
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 25 380 

Wholesale trade 23 47 
Information 22 108 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 10 134 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 1,060 5,783 
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Figure 6.1: Labor Force Participation Rate

Virginia Nottoway County Crewe

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est. 

Source: 2019 ACS 5-Year Est. 

Table 6.1: Employment by Industry 
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Economic Development 
Town residents recognize economic development as a top priority for 
Crewe’s future. Fortunately, Crewe has many assets that can be leveraged to 
encourage economic growth. The town’s historic downtown, museums, 
municipal airport, and strategic location on US 460 offer opportunity that, 
with sound planning and investment, can provide a solid foundation for a 
balanced, healthy, and sustainable economy. 

Downtown Revitalization 
Crewe’s downtown is the historic and economic heart of the community. With 
late 19th and early 20th century commercial buildings and proximity to US 460, Downtown Crewe offers both 
architectural interest and a locational advantage for attracting pass-through visitors. Coupling these existing 
assets with revitalization efforts to address identified needs and wayfinding from US 460 will enable Crewe 
to realize its potential as a vibrant commercial, residential, and tourism destination. 

Many survey respondents and workshop participants expressed the need to focus on downtown revitalization 
as part of the town’s comprehensive plan. Respondents indicated dissatisfaction with the current state of the 
downtown and identified the new businesses and building rehabilitation as top priorities. Respondents also 
indicated a desire for events and activities, beautification and landscaping, and an outdoor plaza or pocket 
park for community gatherings.  

53% 
Town’s Survey 
Respondents 

Indicated Economic 
Development as a 

Need 

Placemaking

Placemaking strategies are used to 
strengthen the connection 
between people and the places 
that they share. About 34% of the 
survey respondents assigned the 
highest value to the sense of 
community in Crewe, 61% to the 
small-town character, and 25% to 
local history and culture. Residents 
also expressed an interest towards 
developing a farmer’s market and 
shared community space in the 
downtown. The town of Crewe can 
partner with community members, 
local artists, community 
developers, local businesses, and 
other stakeholders to design a 
vibrant and dynamic community 
space in downtown as part of the 
revitalization process. 

Source: CreativeCommons, via Retronaut 
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Enhancing Crewe’s downtown with a sense of place and establishing a place to host events and to gather will 
draw residents and visitors to the area and drive the success of retail, restaurants, and other business uses. 
This vision will likely require a multi-pronged approach that encompasses zoning, placemaking, capital 
improvements, and economic development initiatives and incentives. Examples include: 

• Zoning changes to establish a historic overlay district, allow above-shop residential uses, and permit 
greater flexibility for business uses. 

• Placemaking strategies such as murals to enliven blank walls; window displays to activate vacant 
storefronts with wares from local artisans; and planters, hanging flower baskets, street trees, and 
holiday lighting to unify the landscape and buildings. 

• Utility improvements, such as underground electrical lines and decorative streetlamps and traffic 
lights, to reduce distracting visual clutter. 

• Sidewalk improvements, including widening, brick accents, crosswalks, and corner bumpouts, to 
enhance the pedestrian experience. 

• Street furniture or sidewalk dining that beckons people to sit, stay, and enjoy. 

• Development of a public space for farmer’s markets, local arts and crafts fairs, movie nights, and other 
community events. For example, a vacant lot can be transformed into an attractive plaza that invites 
residents and passersby to enjoy dining or yard games. 

• Grants for façade, sign, and landscaping improvements. 

• A downtown arts and tourism district to authorize special incentives, such as tax exemptions, cash 
grants, permitting assistance, and fee waivers.  

Ideally, these and other strategies will be carried out under the umbrella of an accredited Virginia Main Street 
program. Crewe is a Main Street affiliate community but would need to commit resources to establish a 
formalized program with a part-time director to become an accredited community. The town may also 
consider applying for a Downtown Revitalization Planning Grant through the Department of Housing and 
Community Development to establish specific, community-driven priorities for the Town’s revitalization. See 
Chapter 7, Transportation, for grants available through the Virginia Department of Transportation. 
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Regional Connectivity 
Crewe is a member of the Commonwealth Regional Council (CRC) comprising the counties of Amelia, 
Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland, Lunenburg, and Prince Edward. The CRC region is home to various 
educational institutions including Longwood University, Hampton Sydney College, and Southside Virginia 
Community College – which are key drivers for employment and workforce development. Some of the key 
strengths of the region include an established healthcare infrastructure, agricultural heritage, rich natural 
resources, and low-cost land. Tourism, recreation, and rural charm continue to draw people to the region and 
add to the quality of life for residents. These existing assets in the region offer potential for advancing 
economic and community development. Crewe acknowledges that it’s proximity to similar towns and larger 
commercial development can be a challenge when competing for new development, but understands that 
planning, partnerships, and leveraging its own unique assets will be beneficial to gaining new development. 

Crewe is the second largest of three towns in Nottoway County. The towns of Blackstone, Crewe, and 
Burkeville all developed along the major throughfare US 460. This major highway bisects the town of Crewe 
and serves as a connector to Virginia’s Heartland and the entire state. US 460 brings Crewe in easy commuting 
distance of urban areas with major employers, diverse retail, and educational opportunities. Crewe is just one 
hour to the state’s capital, Richmond, and just 20 minutes to Fort Pickett and Longwood University, among 
others. The Town’s position, almost halfway between the Atlantic Ocean and the Appalachian Mountains, 
makes it a prime location for residents and businesses to travel and expand beyond the town limits and for 
visitors to come explore Crewe. 

Tourism 
Crewe benefits from numerous tourism attractions, including the Crewe Railroad Museum, the Virginia 
Museum of Radio Entertainment, several historic buildings, and Civil War history with a site on the Civil War 
Trails. The region also has a strong tourism base with multiple state parks and outdoor recreation 
opportunities, including High Bridge and Twin Lakes State Parks, Prince Edward-Gallion State Forest, and 
Sandy River Outdoor Adventure Park. 

The town should take advantage of these unique assets to boost tourism and strengthen the local economy. 
Crewe will likely derive the most benefit by collaborating regionally to attract history, train, and outdoor 
enthusiasts already visiting or passing through the area. Paired with downtown revitalization and community 
events, branding and wayfinding could help draw visitors to Crewe. Larger, long-term investments in a 
downtown pocket park and a connection to High Bridge Trail in nearby Burkeville would further enhance 

Crewe’s draw for visitors. Since limited lodging is 
available in the area, expressly allowing short-term 
rentals (e.g., Airbnb, VRBO) could create new 
opportunities to attract overnight visitors to Crewe. Many 
of these ideas and others are described in the Crewe 
Tourism Plan. The Plan also provides specific scheduled 
projects including Railroad Museum enhancements, 
community events, new business recruitment, and 
enhancing infrastructure. Crewe must continue to work 
towards fulfillment of the goals and objectives of the 
Tourism Plan as an important economic development 
tool. In addition to jobs and the revenue that tourism 
creates, visitors may be prospective business owners or 
residents who become attracted to the community and 
decide to locate or invest in the area. 
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Airport 
The Crewe Municipal Airport is an important asset located just one mile from town. Municipal airports, such 
as Crewe’s, are commonly used for corporate and business aviation, private travel, recreational flying, and 
aerial work, such as crop dusting, medical evacuations, and pilot training. Crewe should consider ways to 
strategically market these opportunities as well as ensure that the airport receives the necessary 
improvements to maintain safety and realize its full potential. See Chapter 7, Transportation, for more 
information on airport planning and improvements. 

Business Incentives and Support 
Federal, state, and local programs incentives are commonly used to attract businesses and promote 
economic development. Businesses in Crewe have access to grants, loans, and other incentives through the 
Tobacco Region Opportunity Fund, and HUBZone program. In addition to the existing programs, the town 
of Crewe can authorize or apply for a number of other tools to promote economic growth, attract investment, 
and support local businesses. Beyond state and federal programs, authorizing local grants and incentives 
which are approved by an Industrial Development Authority that has clear roles and objectives creates a more 
robust incentives toolkit. Table 6.2 provides a sample of incentive programs and initiatives that would be 
beneficial to Crewe.  

During public engagement, citizens expressed a desire for additional retail with 95% of survey respondents 
wanting to encourage more commercial development and workshop participants discussed the need for a 
grocery store or similar food market. In 2020, the Town created a committee to pursue attracting an 
independent grocery store. Utilizing a retail recruitment firm will bolster the committee efforts, and if used in 
conjunction with incentive programs, the community vision for additional retail can be brought to fruition.  

In addition, Crewe is served by the Longwood Small Business Development Center (LSBDC) whose core 
mission is to provide education, consulting, and economic research to support potential and existing small 
business owners throughout Southern Virginia. Their services include free classes and consulting to assist 
new businesses and revitalize existing businesses. LSBDC also partners with local communities to conduct 
economic impact assessments, consumer surveys, and market verifications. The Town of Crewe could partner 
with LSBDC to discover/confirm needed markets and assist new businesses to successfully fill those voids. 

  Local entrepreneurs can leverage the support given by the Longwood Small Business Development Center. LSBDC 
helps existing and potential businesses owners with education and consulting to grow local businesses.  
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Table 6.2: State and local incentives 

Tool Agency Use Link 

Current Eligible Programs 

Tobacco Region 
Opportunity Fund 

Virginia Tobacco Region 
Revitalization 
Commission 

Performance-based grants and 
loans for the creation of new 
jobs and investments 

Tobacco Region Opportunity Fund 
(TROF) | Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership 
(vedp.org) 

HUBZone 
US Small Business 
Administration 

Limits competition and gives 
preferential treatment for HUB 
Zone small businesses on 
federal contracts 

HUBZone program (sba.gov) 

Commonwealth’s 
Development 

Opportunity Fund 

Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership 

Grant provided to secure a 
company location or expansion 
when faced with competition 
from other states or countries 

Commonwealth’s Development 
Opportunity Fund (COF) | Virginia 
Economic Development 
Partnership (vedp.org)  

Potential Programs 

Virginia Enterprise 
Zone Program 

Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) 

Grants for job creation and for 
real property rehabilitation, 
expansion, or new construction 

Virginia Enterprise Zone (VEZ) | 
DHCD 

Local Enterprise 
Zone Program 

Municipality 
Grants for job creation and for 
real property rehabilitation, 
expansion, or new construction 

§ 58.1-3245.8. Adoption of local
enterprise zone development
taxation program (virginia.gov)

Community Business 
Launch Program 

Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) 

Support local and new 
businesses through partnership 
with local non-profits 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS LAUNCH 
(CBL) | DHCD (virginia.gov) 

State Income Tax 
Credit for Historic 

Rehabilitation 

Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources 

Tax credit for rehabilitating 
structures listed or eligible for 
listing in the Virginia Landmarks 
Register 

DHR – Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources » Rehabilitation 
Tax Credits 

Arts & Cultural 
Districts 

Municipality 
Authorizes local incentives for 
businesses that contribute to 
arts, culture, and placemaking 

§ 15.2-943.1. Creation of arts and
cultural districts (virginia.gov)

Local Historic District Municipality 
Promote tourism, protect 
property values, historic 
preservation 

10 Steps to Establish a Local 
Historic District | National Trust for 
Historic Preservation 
(savingplaces.org) 

Façade Improvement 
Grant Program 

Municipality 
Grants and design assistance to 
improve the appearance of 
commercial property 

How Façade Improvement 
Programs Can Benefit Your 
Community - PlannersWeb 

Virginia Main Street 
Program 

Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) 

Downtown revitalization, 
support local businesses, 
maintain economic vitality 

Virginia Main Street (VMS) | DHCD 
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Strategies 
 

Economy and Business 

6.1 
Partner with nearby communities and educational institutions to ensure continued support to 
residents to pursue higher education, training, apprenticeships, and business assistance.  

6.2 
Establish an accredited Main Streets Program with a dedicated staff member to lead Crewe’s 
downtown revitalization. 

6.3 Apply for a Downtown Revitalization Grant through DHCD. 

6.4 
Leverage grant programs and community partnerships to re-imagine the downtown through a 
coordinated, incremental revitalization program that incorporates placemaking, capital 
improvements, façade and landscaping grants, and other strategies identified in this chapter. 

6.5 
Partner with the local businesses, nonprofits, and citizens to organize recurring public events, such 
as a farmer’s market, an arts and music festival, and movie nights. 

6.6 Provide attractive wayfinding signage to draw visitors from US 460 to Crewe’s historic downtown. 

6.7 
Develop a downtown outdoor public events space with functional gathering areas, pedestrian and 
bicycle access, and programming to create a community destination. 

6.8 
Implement downtown streetscape improvements, including crosswalks, widened sidewalks, 
benches, and street trees, to create a pedestrian friendly atmosphere.  

6.9 
Update zoning regulations to ensure that the existing regulations support economic development, 
historic preservation, tourism, and revitalization of the downtown area. Specific changes include 
allowing vertical mixed use, flexible business uses, and short-term rentals. 

6.10 
Collaborate with regional partners to actively market the town as a tourist destination with a rich 
history, especially for train and history enthusiasts. 
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Economy and Business (continued) 

6.11 
Explore partnerships for the creation of a position to market the Town through tourism and events 
planning. 

6.12 
Work with VDOT, Norfolk Southern, and Nottoway County to advocate for a trail or bike route 
connection from Crewe to High Bridge Trail. 

6.13 
Pursue a partnership with Nottoway County to actively market Crewe Municipal Airport for business, 
private, and recreational use. 

6.14 
Coordinate with Nottoway County to provide potential businesses and property owners with 
information about incentives offered through various federal, state, regional, and local government 
programs. 

6.15 
Pursue the utilization of a retail recruitment firm and LSBDC to target, attract, and fulfill specific retail 
needs. 

6.16 
Evaluate the economic feasibility of creating an Arts & Culture district with incentives and/or other 
local incentive or grant programs to support business development and investment. 

6.17 
Partner with Nottoway County to apply for enterprise zone status and other state and federal 
programs as they become available to incentivize and support the growth of existing businesses, 
attract new businesses, and create job opportunities. 

6.18 
Clarify the role and objectives of the Industrial Development Authority to ensure productive 
development efforts and update by-laws accordingly.  
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Chapter 7  
TRANSPORTATION AND 
MOBILITY 

Goal: 
Crewe provides safe and attractive streets that promote the safe and 
efficient movement of people and goods, while expanding transportation 
opportunities for people of all incomes and abilities. 
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An efficient and safe transportation system must consider all modes of travel to support the growth 
and diversity of a community. This section of the plan evaluates the transportation system of the town, 
identifies areas of improvement, and recommends strategies to ensure a well-functioning and 
accessible transportation system for all. A strong relationship exists between transportation 
investments and land use, which is considered while developing the strategies outlined in this 
chapter. The strategies in this chapter expand mobility options and accessibility for visitors and 
residents of Crewe. 

Existing Conditions 
Roads 
Crewe enjoys connectivity to surrounding urban areas through US 460, US 360, and the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad. The presence of US 460 in Crewe significantly impacts the town’s road network, traffic patterns, and 
land use. US 460 is a corridor of statewide significance known as the Heartland Corridor and connects Crewe 
to Burkeville, Nottoway Courthouse, Crewe Medical Centre, and Blackstone among other destinations. In 
addition, Crewe is connected to Interstates 85 and 95, located approximately 40 miles from the town. These 
connections bring a substantial amount of traffic through the town in the form of freight truck traffic, daily 
commuters, and tourists. As a result, the land along US 460 has developed with automobile-oriented uses, 
such as gas stations, fast food restaurants, and other commercial and industrial strip development. This type 
of land use can create access management issues and higher crash rates, which are of concern to the town. 
Additionally, within the town limits, Crewe has approximately 25 miles of linear roadway that has developed 
predominately in a historic grid pattern. These areas are mostly residential with some commercial uses near 
the downtown. This grid pattern lends itself to pedestrian and bike travel, which should be encouraged to 
reduce vehicular traffic on Crewe streets and increase the health of residents. The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) currently owns and maintains the roads in the town of Crewe. The town should 
continue to actively pursue ownership of roads and apply for maintenance funding from VDOT to maintain 
roads and sidewalks. 

Functional Classification Miles 

Other Principal Arterial 4.9 

Minor Arterial 0.05 

Major Collector 5.5 

Local Streets 14.55 

Total 25 

Table 7.1: Functional Classification 

Source: Panoramio, via Idawriter 
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Street Classification 
VDOT classifies roads according to the service they are intended to provide, types of trips, expected traffic 
volume, and highway connection. The functional classification determines road design, features, eligibility for 
funding, improvements, access management features, and eligibility for traffic calming measures. The street 
classes within Crewe are listed in Table 7.1 and illustrated in Map 7.1. 

 

Principal Arterials  

Principal Arterials serve corridor movements of statewide or interstate travel and provide an integrated 
network without dead ends. They also tend to carry a significant amount of intra-area travel and serve demand 
between business and outlying residential.  

Minor Arterials  

These roadways link cities and large towns, along with other major traffic generators, and form an integrated 
network providing interstate and inter-county service. They serve trips of moderate length at a somewhat 
lower level of travel mobility than Principal Arterials and distribute traffic to smaller geographic areas.  

Major Collector  

Major collectors collect traffic from local streets and channel it to the arterial system. These streets are longer 
in length; have lower connecting driveway densities; have higher speed limits; are spaced at greater intervals; 
have higher average traffic volumes; and may have more travel lanes than minor collectors.  

Local Streets  

These facilities account for the largest percentage of all roadways in terms of mileage. They provide service 
to travel over relatively short distances. All facilities not classified on one of the higher systems are typically 
considered as Local Streets.  

Map 7.1: Street Functional Classification Map 
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Traffic Volume 
Traffic volumes vary across Crewe’s road system but is consistent with the functional classification of streets 
in Crewe. US 460, a principal arterial, is the busiest street in the town with an Annual Average Daily Traffic 
(AADT) of 9,900. Minor arterial, The Falls Rd, and major collectors, Watsons Wood Road, Tennessee Avenue, 
and Tyler Street follow in daily traffic counts. Local roads are the least busy. Crewe’s estimated AADT is shown 
in Map 7.2.

Map 7.2: Annual Average Daily Traffic 2021 
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Road Safety 
A total of 139 traffic-related crashes were recorded between 2016-2021 within the town of Crewe, with 14 
crashes reported in 2021 (data available includes January through August). Out of the total, 3 were severe 
crashes and 2 were fatal crashes. Most crashes in Crewe resulted in property damage. Some streets and 
intersections in the town of Crewe pose more risk of a traffic-related crash than others. All crashes are 
depicted in Map 7.3, and the high-risk locations are detailed below: 

US 460 (W Virginia Ave) 

A total of 92 crashes were reported within Crewe on 
US 460 between 2016 and 2021, making this street 
the most vulnerable to traffic crashes. Out of these 
crashes, two resulted in severe injuries in 2020 and 
two resulted in fatal injuries in 2017 and 2020. A total 
of 17 crashes resulted in visible injuries and all other 
crashes caused property damage. The higher traffic 
volume on US 460 contribute to the crash rate. 
However, the number of crashes on this route 
increased by 54% from 2016 to 2020. Several 
intersections have clusters of crashes, and these areas 
need further assessment and potentially the 
implementation of safety and calming measures to 
increase the safe and efficient movement of vehicles, 
cyclist, and pedestrians. While, VDOT has designated 
US 460 as a limited access highway, its location within 
the town and surrounding land uses naturally create pedestrian traffic and vehicle stops and turns. The town 
should work with VDOT to improve safety and consider changing the designation. 

The intersection of Rocky Ford Rd and US 460 (W Virginia Ave) 

A total of five crashes were recorded on and around this intersection with one crash resulting in a fatal injury 
in 2020. Due to the number of crashes and a fatality in this intersection, there is a need for study and 
intersection improvements.  

The intersection of Watsons Wood Rd and US 460 (W Virginia Ave) 

A total of four crashes were recorded on this intersection with one crash resulting in a fatal injury in 2017. One 
crash resulted in a visible injury in 2016. Due to the number of crashes and a fatality in this intersection, there 
is a need for study and intersection improvements. 

Tyler Street 

A total of 8 crashes were reported on Tyler Street between 2016 and 2021 resulting in mostly property 
damage. As a major collector connecting Crewe with the surrounding community the safety of this street 
should continue to be monitored.  

   

US 460 (E Virginia Ave) 
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Map 7.3: Location of Traffic Crashes 2016-2021 
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Vulnerable Road Users 
The town did not report a lot of active transportation crashes in the last five years. A 
crash involving a pedestrian was reported in 2016 and two crashes involving 
pedestrians were reported in 2020. All three crashes were reported on US 460/W 
Virginia Avenue indicating a need for better pedestrian infrastructure on this street.  

Pedestrian and Bike Facilities 
Public workshop participants reported walkability as a strength of the community, 
but improvements are desired. Participants also mentioned that walking and 
running throughout the town is becoming more common. While the town of Crewe 
owns almost all of its sidewalks and provides access to many walkable streets, barriers to active transportation 
exist in certain areas of the town. Public workshop participants cited sidewalk maintenance and accessibility 
as one of the top challenges faced by the community.  Crewe can benefit from targeted investment in 
improving pedestrian and bike infrastructure in the town.  

There is a need for more sidewalks, crosswalks, and ADA 
compliance of pedestrian infrastructure in the downtown 
area. The town can utilize several grants offered at the 
state and federal levels to ensure ADA compliance with its 
pedestrian infrastructure. The transportation priority 
projects list provided in this chapter identifies specific 
streets and intersections that can benefit from investment 
in pedestrian and bike infrastructure. In addition, targeted 
investment in active transportation infrastructure in the 
downtown area will help achieve the goals of economic 
development and downtown revitalization established in 
other chapters of this plan.  

Parking 
The town of Crewe currently has two municipal parking 
lots – the Town Hall parking lot and Moncure Insurance 
parking lot, both located downtown. In addition, Crewe 
has private parking lots serving individual commercial 
uses and shopping centers and several streets with on-
street parking spaces spread throughout the town. As the 
town of Crewe revitalizes its downtown, the municipal 
parking lots may need improvements and additional 
parking may be needed. Prior to any new parking lots, a 
parking study to assess the need for parking in the 
downtown and the need for bike infrastructure in the 
existing and new parking lots will be beneficial. New 
parking lots should provide pedestrian connections and 
landscape buffers along roadways. 

 

  

28% 
Survey 

Respondents 
Expressed 

Walkability as a 
Concern 

Grants for Ped-Bike Infrastructure and 
ADA Accessibility 

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia, through 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
and Virginia Board for People with 
Disabilities, provides funding to improve 
active transportation infrastructure in 
communities around Virginia. Some 
programs offered by VDOT that can be 
leveraged by the residents of Crewe are 
listed below. 

• Recreational Access Fund Policy 

• Transportation Alternatives 
Program 

• Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 

• Changing Systems, Changing 
Lives Grant Program  

• Revenue Share Program 

 

Source: Greater Greater Washington (Richmond) 
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Public Transportation 
The town of Crewe must ensure access to safe, accessible, and efficient 
public transit for its residents. The Blackstone Area Bus System (BABS) 
provides public transit service in Crewe and connects the town to 

destinations in Nottoway County (Nottoway 
Courthouse, Nottoway School Complex, and 
Magnolia Place,) and the towns of Blackstone 
and Burkeville, including trips to Walmart and 
Food Lion, among others. The frequency of 
service provided by BABS is limited. The 
Crewe-Burkeville route operates on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 6:43 am 
to 5:28 pm. The town of Crewe can partner with BABS to increase the number of 
bus stops and the frequency of bus service.  

The town of Farmville provides fixed-route transit service in partnership with the 
Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation and Longwood University. The town of Crewe should 
explore a partnership with Farmville to expand both fixed route and paratransit options to service the 
residents of Crewe and provide connectivity to a new area of goods and services. 

Rideshare 
The town of Crewe can increase its connectivity as well as increase entrepreneurship by making rideshare 
more accessible to the residents of the town. Crewe is in close vicinity to major urban centers including 
Richmond, Charlottesville, Norfolk. Increasing intercity and intracity rideshare options can help citizens access 
more economic opportunities.  

Airport 
To maintain safety and realize its full potential, the Crewe Municipal Airport must be improved. Airport 
improvements can be a costly endeavor. Crewe currently has a 6-year Capital Improvement Program for the 
airport and applies for grants with the Virginia Department of Aviation (VDOA). The town must weigh the 
economic benefits of the Airport and the ability to continue sole operation and maintenance. The town could 
either have Nottoway County take ownership of the airport or partner with them to create an airport master 
plan and apply for grants through the federal airport improvement program. If a master plan is developed, it 
should guide the development and maintain a safe and efficient airport and identify short-term and long-
term needs at the airport to support existing and new businesses. A master plan will create eligibility for 
airport improvement grants and ensure thoughtful management that drives economic development. 

Urban Development and Future Land Use 
Code of Virginia § 15.2-2223.1 states that any locality may designate one or more Urban Development Areas 
(UDA) in their Comprehensive Plan and defines  them as “an area designated by a locality that is (i) 
appropriate for higher density development due to its proximity to transportation facilities, the availability of 
a public or community water and sewer system, or a developed area and (ii) to the extent feasible, to be used 
for redevelopment or infill development.” The entire town meets the definition of and is designated as a UDA. 
As outlined in Chapter 8, Land Use, the town plans to encourage redevelopment and infill development with 
allowances for mixed use. In particular, the Future Land Use Map identifies opportunity areas, one of which 
includes the downtown. This area is highlighted throughout the Plan as a focus for revitalization with 
improvements, including sidewalks, landscaping, public green space, building façade, and increased variety 
of uses.  

Workshop 
participants 

identified BABS bus as 
one of the strengths of 

the community. 
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Transportation Improvements 
Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP) 
Under the Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP), the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) allocates 
public funds to transportation projects over six fiscal years.   While Nottoway County has projects on the SYIP, 
the town of Crewe currently does not have any projects under the SYIP.  

VDOT Transportation and Mobility Planning Division offers the Strategically Targeted Affordable Roadway 
Solutions (STARS) program aimed at developing innovative transportation solutions to help communities 
solve issues related to congestion and traffic safety. Obtaining studies and solutions through STARS often 
provides necessary information for SYIP projects. Therefore, town of Crewe should take advantage of the 
STARS program to help fund projects through the SYIP. In addition, VDOT also offers a variety of funding 
programs such as Revenue Sharing, Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), Transportation Assistance 
Program (TAP), etc. that can be leveraged by the town. 

Recommended Priority Transportation Projects 
Priority projects and studies are identified in this chapter based on Crewe’s existing and future transportation 
needs. These projects are identified through analysis of the existing transportation system presented in this 
chapter along with resident input gathered during the public workshop held by the town of Crewe. During 
the workshop, residents identified some specific locations of transportation need as well as general desired 
transportation improvements. The list of priority transportation projects (Table 7.2) is not provided in a 
particular order but is a list of strategic recommendations and studies that the town can review and implement 
as necessity and funding allows. VDOT will be an integral part in studying, funding, and implementing the 
priority projects.  

 

Map 
ID 

Project Description Cost 
Improvement 

Type 

1 
Downtown 
Walkability 
Improvements 

Construct and improve sidewalks, crosswalks, 
bump outs pedestrian signages, and signals 
on Carter Street (approx. 0.4 miles) and along 
the downtown portion of W. Carolina Avenue 
within the town of Crewe. Also, ensure that the 
existing and proposed pedestrian 
infrastructure is ADA compliant.  

$3,250,000 
Pedestrian 
infrastructure 
improvement 

2 
US 460 and Country 
Club Rd. Intersection 
Improvement Study 

Conduct an intersection improvement study 
to assess the need for visibility improvements 
and propose strategies for intersection 
improvement.  

TBD 
Intersection 
improvement 

3 

Intersection Study for 
intersections with 
reported fatal and 
severe crashes 

Conduct a STARS study or other safety study 
at the intersections of Rocky Ford Rd and US 
460, Watsons Wood Rd and US 460, Randolph 
Street and US 460, 1st Street and US 460 to 
assess the risks and recommend 
improvements to make these intersections 
safer for vehicles and pedestrians. 

TBD 
Traffic safety 
study 

Table 7.2: Recommended Priority Transportation Projects 
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Map 7.4: Recommended Priority Transportation Projects 

VTrans 

The Commonwealth of Virginia through VTrans is the state’s multimodal surface transportation 
plan developed by the Commonwealth Transportation Board in partnership with the Virginia 
Office of Intermodal Planning and Investment (OIPI). VDOT allocates funds to projects based on 
how they align with the goals of the VTrans Plan. VTrans prioritizes: 

• Safe, secure, and resilient transportation systems

• Improved coordination between transportation and land use

• Efficient Intermodal Connections

The transportation strategies developed as part of this comprehensive plan are guided by the 
priorities, goals, and objectives of VTrans. 
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Strategies 
 

Transportation and Mobility 

7.1 
Invest in sidewalk improvements and maintenance to provide ADA accessible connections to and 
within the downtown. 

7.2 
Conduct a ped-bike infrastructure study to assess the need for active transportation infrastructure 
and propose recommendations to improve access to downtown based on study findings and the 
Future Land Use Map to increase connectivity and mobility options.  

7.3 
Promote traffic calming on US 460 as a means of addressing safety, traffic noise, and street design 
concerns. 

7.4 
Petition VDOT to modify the designation of US 460 from limited to controlled access highway within 
town limits for consistency with existing land use and enable opportunities for pedestrian safety 
improvements. 

7.5 
Assess, identify, and improve the Town’s busiest intersections to organize traffic and increase 
pedestrian safety (i.e., improve US 460 at Meade Street with a pedestrian crossing). 

7.6 Expand public transportation services and rideshare or carpooling opportunities. 

7.7 
Partner with the Blackstone Area Bus System (BABS) and Farmville Area Bus System (FABS) to 
provide improved public transit services by increasing the number of bus stops and frequency of 
bus service in the area. 

7.8 
Seek grants and resources from VDOT, DHCD, and other sources for streetscape and accessibility 
improvements downtown. 

7.9 Review access and parking requirements and update for best practices in design and safety. 

7.10 
Coordinate with Nottoway County to create an Airport Master Plan and seek Airport Improvement 
Grants for increased utilization of the airport. 

7.11 Consider improvements to the two municipal parking lots. 

7.12 
Continue to pursue town ownership of roads and annual VDOT maintenance funding for improved 
maintenance of streets and sidewalks. 
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Chapter 8  
LAND USE AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

Goal: 
Crewe maintains and enhances its charming small-town character by 
encouraging quality development in and around downtown and entrance 
corridors while protecting established residential neighborhoods and 
open space. 
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The growth and development pattern for any community is a key determinant of its future prosperity and quality 
of life. Land use is foundational for achieving the community’s vision and is directly linked to transportation 
patterns, open space, economic vitality, resiliency and disaster preparedness, and infrastructure and public 
service needs. While Crewe has limited land for new development, there are many opportunities for infill and 
redevelopment that make use of existing infrastructure and complement the character of the community. The 
discussion and strategies in this chapter identify existing development patterns and lean on community input 
to establish policies that enhance community character, protect neighborhoods and open space, and improve 
connectivity for pedestrians and cyclist. 

 

Existing Land Use 
Development 
Crewe is comprised of approximately 1,285 acres and is situated with 
two major transportation networks running along its southern border: US 
460 and Norfolk Southern Railway. Generally, industrial land uses follow 
the railway and include rail facilities and laydown areas. Approximately 
61 percent of survey respondents wanted to encourage industrial 
development. Workshop attendees felt that the lack of available space 
within the Industrial Park (outside the Town limits) lends to reuse of 
vacant and underutilized buildings within Crewe. 

Commercial land uses have 
developed in four main areas: the 
western boundary; eastern boundary; the length of US 460; and a 
portion of East Carolina Avenue, which serves as the town’s downtown 
area. The downtown is made up of historic and older, multistory 
buildings with sidewalks and on-street parking on both sides of the 
street. Commercial and office establishments currently include a 
drugstore, florist, bank, newspaper office, and the Crewe Town Hall. The 
commercial uses along US 460 and concentrated on the town 
boundaries include small retail chains, fast food establishments, 
automobile-oriented uses, and a small inn. These are served with ample 

onsite parking and some sidewalk connections. The town acknowledges that its core is largely built out, and 
therefore, new development will need to occur as individual infill, redevelopment, and adaptive reuse. There 
are many opportunities on US 460 and downtown for this type of development. Workshop attendees noted 
the downtown area as a prime location for revitalization with streetscape and façade improvements, 
preservation of historic buildings, and the integration of a variety of uses to attract residents and visitors.  

Residential uses are mostly single-family detached homes, which can be found throughout the northern and 
eastern portions of the town. Nearly half of the homes in Crewe were constructed in the early and mid-1900s. 
Many of these are historic and add to the character of Crewe. Multi-
family residential buildings are located along Watsons Wood Road, 
offering affordable housing for families and individuals with disabilities. 
While residential neighborhoods are substantially built out and Crewe 
may have enough housing stock to sustain the projected population, 
there is an expressed need for variety in housing to serve seniors and to 
increase affordability. Maintenance and revitalization of existing homes 
and neighborhoods is also a key priority for the community. See 
Chapter 5, Housing, for additional information and strategies.   

Source: CreativeCommons, Retronaut 
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Open Space  
The Town of Crewe has multiple public and privately-owned parks and 
recreation areas. In addition, much of the northern boundary is wooded 
or undeveloped open space. Crewe workshop participants identified the 
woods between Tyler Street and Lipscomb Street, the various recreation 
fields, the undeveloped space adjacent to the Community Center 
building, and the downtown area as important environmental and 
recreational areas. Specifically, there was an expressed desire to better 
define and utilize Golubic Stadium and to create a downtown green space for events, activities, and 
community gatherings. Establishing these areas as meaningful green and recreational space as well as 
creating connectivity with bike lanes, ADA accessible sidewalks, and nature paths will unite the many areas 
of Crewe and improve the utilization of various other land uses. 

Land Use Regulation  
Crewe’s Zoning Ordinance and the associated Zoning Map are the regulatory tools that serve as a building 
block for the implementation of the town’s vision. Currently, the town is divided into seven zoning districts: 
four residential, one commercial, and two industrial. The predominant zoning is residential with a total 64 
percent of the community zoned for some form of residential. The R-1 district allows for single-family 
dwellings, while the R-2 and R-3 districts allow single-family and multifamily dwellings. Mobile homes are only 
allowed in the RMH district; currently Crewe has no existing mobile home parks. Industrial follows and the 
second predominant zoning category with 23 percent of the town zoned M-1 or M-2. The M-1 district is 
intended for light manufacturing uses which do not have harmful effects on residential areas and the M-2 
district allows more impactful uses.    

The town does not contain any overlay districts, such as entrance corridor overlays or historic district overlays, 
and does not have a subdivision ordinance. The town is working with the Department of Historic Resources 
to identify sites/areas that meet state and federal criteria for historic places. Additionally, survey respondents 
and workshop participants had a marked desire to protect the historic nature of the community. The creation 
of a historic district overlay for the downtown area with regulations for design will protect the historic 
character and charm of downtown Crewe. The Zoning Ordinance should be reviewed and improved 
holistically, updating to match the Code of Virginia and to incorporate a subdivision article and district and 
use changes that fulfill the vision and strategies of the Comprehensive Plan. The current zoning map is 
depicted in Map 2 but does not reflect current or desired land use patterns. The town should review current 
land use and desired future development to update the map.  

Zoning District Acres Percent 

Residential, R-1 173.7 14 

Residential, R-2 485.6 39 

Residential, R-3 94.9 8 

Residential, RMH 42.6 3 

Commercial, C-1 151.2 12 

Industrial, M-1 99.3 8 

Industrial, M-2 192.1 15 

Total 1239.4 100% 

Table 8.1: Existing Land Use (Zoning) 

53% 
Survey Respondents 

Want Trails for Biking, 
Walking, and Hiking
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Regional Land Use 
While the Plan is specific to the boundaries of the Town of Crewe, 
land use does not stop at town lines. Crewe is located in Nottoway 
County between two other small towns (Burkeville and Blackstone) 
and is connected to other suburban and urban areas via US 460 and 
nearby US 360. Nottoway County is a rural county looking to 
preserve its agricultural areas and concentrate growth in defined 
portions of the county. Nottoway County includes large employers 
near the western boundary of the town, including the Piedmont Geriatric Center and Nottoway Correctional 
Center. The County Industrial Park is located along the southeastern corner of Crewe; the Crewe Country 
Club sits along the eastern boundary, just outside the town limits. Other areas around the town are 
agricultural in nature and include single-family dwellings.  

Crewe is currently in discussions with Nottoway County regarding a boundary line adjustment for the western 
boundary of the town. This adjustment would bring the Piedmont Geriatric Center and the Nottoway 
Correctional Center into the Town of Crewe. The western and eastern boundaries of Crewe are ready for 
consideration of boundary line adjustment; however, there may be residential and open spaces of the County 
that would be beneficial to be incorporated in the town. Regardless of boundary line adjustments, Crewe and 
Nottoway County should work cooperatively where adjacent neighborhoods and commercial areas offer 
opportunities to cohesively implement planning strategies and enhance vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle 
connectivity.  

 Map 8.1: Current Zoning Map 

66% 
Survey Respondents Want 

New Development Directed 
to the Western Boundary 
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Future Land Use and Design Principles 
Crewe’s Future Land Use Plan identifies how the Town should develop to achieve its community vision. The 
plan provides a framework of gateways, corridors, greenway connectors, opportunity areas, and pattern areas 
where Crewe should guide future development, redevelopment, and infill. The six overarching land use types 
are defined with consideration of existing development patterns, transportation networks, identified cultural 
and natural resources, and the community vision. This plan is not intended to substitute for detailed zoning 
and subdivision regulations but provides broad concepts that support Crewe’s vision for the future. This plan 
is intended to enable flexible development and attract economic investment, while prioritizing quality design, 
physical connections through sidewalks and paths, and historic preservation. The Future Land Use Map and 
design principles are guidelines to be used when specific development projects seek zoning approval, 
ensuring proposed development projects align with the desired and planned outcome for the area. 

Gateways, Corridors, and Connectors 

Gateways 

Gateways are the community’s front door and are paramount to establishing first impressions for the Town. 
Gateways should have improved streetscaping and landscaping, be pedestrian and bicycle friendly, and have 
improved wayfinding measures. Gateways should incorporate special signage, public art, and landscaping 
to create a sense of arrival into the town. 

Corridors 

Corridors are important local and regional travel routes. These areas strongly impact the attractiveness and 
economic vitality of Crewe, influencing where people stop and how long they stay. Corridors should be 
prioritized for sidewalk and streetscape improvements, traffic calming measures, landscaping, pedestrian 
and bicycle infrastructure, and wayfinding measures. Corridors should include enhanced landscaping, sign 
controls, and underground utilities to elevate community appearance. Mature trees should be preserved 
along the frontage of sites. 

Greenway Connectors 

Greenway Connectors provide on-road and off-road for bicycle and pedestrian access between community 
open spaces. In addition, they ensure residents can safely travel from their immediate neighborhood to green 
infrastructure and to the downtown for access to other needs and amenities. Greenway Connectors should 
be designed to safely accommodate pedestrians and cyclist and include wayfinding measures.  

 Additional gateway signage can create 
a ‘sense of place’ at the Gateways 
leading into Crewe town limits.  

Sidewalk improvements, landscaping, 
and streetscape improvements are a 
few ways to improve Crewe’s Corridors. 

Greenway Connectors, such as the bike 
lanes shown above (Henrico County) 
can provide alternative transportation 
around Crewe.  

Source: Henrico County 
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Opportunity Areas 
Opportunity Areas are key areas of focus for revitalization, infill, redevelopment, or development. Objectives 
for opportunity areas include mixed use development, improved streetscaping and landscaping, pedestrian 
and bicycle friendly design, and quality design to promote local character and identity. While each 
opportunity area is unique and should be considered with the underlying pattern area(s) and uses, they offer 
an opportunity to focus revitalization, creating a unique sense of place with mixed use development, 
improved sidewalk and pedestrian access, and green infrastructure. 

West Crewe 

Existing commercial properties, multifamily residences, and a water line that extends beyond the town limits 
create a prime opportunity for Crewe. This area should balance the mix of uses; warmly greeting visitors with 
improved signage and landscaping and allow residents to safely walk from their residences to commercial 
needs. Crewe should continue to develop a mix of commercial and residential uses in this area with 
prioritization given to quality design. If the western boundary is adjusted, this area should be seamlessly 
integrated into the existing town. 

Carolina Avenue 

As Crewe looks to revitalize the downtown area, individual sites such as the southwestern and northeastern 
corners of West Carolina Avenue and Powell Streets may be targets for public community events space. Both 
sides of East Carolina Avenue are prime areas for mixed use development and adaptive reuse with 
commercial on the first floor and residential on subsequent floors. Additional opportunities for the area 
include improving wayfinding and appearance from West Virginia Ave to East Carolina Avenue, improving 
pedestrian safety and connectivity, and preservation of historic character.  

Indian Oak Road 

The area along Indian Oak Road and Tyler Street to East Pennsylvania Avenue and along 1st Street has 
organically developed with a mix of residential, industrial, and civic/recreational uses. The industrial building 
and school building are no longer utilized and offer opportunities for adaptive reuse or redevelopment for 
residential and commercial use integrated with open space and recreation. The school building and Golubic 
Stadium are a prime location for public space, while the former industrial building is appropriate for 
commercial or mixed uses serving the neighborhood. Development in this opportunity area may include 
horizontal and vertical mixed uses, including townhouse and small-scale multifamily, with consideration given 
to parking lot buffers and landscaping to protect adjacent residences.  

  

West Crewe is ripe for development to 
accommodate Crewe’s growth. A mix of 
uses would complement the existing 
commercial, recreational, and 
residential uses in this area.  

Carolina Avenue has various areas that 
would benefit from adaptive reuse, infill 
development, and the creation of 
community events space contributing 
to the revitalization of the downtown 
area.  

It's proximity in the Indian Oak Road 
area, and juxtaposition to the Crewe 
Public Library and recreation areas 
makes the corner of Tyler St. and 
Pennsylvania Ave. a prime location for 
redevelopment. 
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Pattern Areas 
Pattern Areas are distinct areas that share characteristics by location, built form, and/or types of uses. Crewe 
acknowledges that within these Pattern Areas may be some nonconforming uses that can continue but new 
similar uses are not encouraged. Six Pattern Areas are identified below with design principles for character 
and appropriate land use.  

Conservation/Open Space 

Conservation/Open Space areas, including recreation space, paths, and trails, preserve natural features and 
contribute to the town’s quality of life. This Pattern Area includes active recreation spaces like playing fields 
and passive recreation spaces like woodlands. Preservation of these areas and connectivity between open 
space and the downtown are vital for enhancing Crewe as a healthy, livable community.  

Neighborhood Residential 

This Pattern Area includes existing developed residential areas throughout the Town. The area is 
predominantly single family detached housing, though lot sizes, setbacks, and architectural styles may vary 
between neighborhoods. Small-scale institutional uses and senior housing may also be appropriate, 
particularly on larger corner lots and where the site and building design is sensitive to the surrounding 
context. This pattern area may also include two-family homes or duplexes as adaptive reuse in existing homes. 
These additional housing types provide an opportunity for increased density and more affordable residential 
options. Any new housing should maintain the character and charm of Crewe, respecting the scale (1-2 
stories) and style of the existing neighborhood. The proximity of these neighborhoods to the downtown is an 
essential part of their character. Neighborhood conservation and maintenance is the key priority for this area 
along with promoting connections to the downtown and public spaces. 

 

Figure 8.1: Land Use Transect 

DRAFT

 
71



 

Chapter 8 | Land Use and Development 

 

Residential Mixed Use 

Found mostly in the north and eastern portions of town, this Pattern Area provides an important transition 
from County of Nottoway to town living. This area includes undeveloped parcels and some larger lots. New 
and infill development is expected to be predominantly single-family residential, whether attached or 
detached, with supporting open space and recreation. Mixed use, including institutional, multifamily, 
live/work, and small-scale commercial that supports the surrounding neighborhood, may also be appropriate 
if properly integrated with the surrounding context. Structures may include 2-3 story buildings but should be 
in keeping with Crewe’s architectural and historic character and oriented toward the street to create 
comfortable pedestrian circulation. Accessory dwelling units may be built as part of the neighborhood to 
provide a range of housing options. Commercial uses should be small-scale and maintain the existing 
character with healthy landscaping, limited or obscured parking, and buffers for parking areas and between 
dissimilar adjacent uses. Sidewalks and bicycle lanes to parks and civic places are important for this Pattern 
Area to ensure seamless connectivity with the rest of the community.  

Downtown 

Crewe’s historic downtown is envisioned as a vibrant, walkable mixed-use district. Building rehabilitation, 
adaptive reuse, and infill development are key priorities to preserve and revitalize the area. The Downtown 
Pattern Area should encourage active retail, restaurant, and entertainment uses at ground level and office, 
residential, and accommodations on subsequent floors. Variety of use types in the downtown increases the 
success of the area. New and infill development should provide visually rich and detailed architecture that 
complements the scale, design, and character of the area. The existing street wall and average building 
heights should be maintained, and any new parking hidden from view. Where feasible, sidewalks should be 
expanded to provide opportunities for street trees, benches, and sidewalk dining. Placemaking, pedestrian 
and bicycle safety, and historic preservation should be priorities for this Pattern Area. See Chapter 6, Economy 
and Business, for more on downtown revitalization. 

Commercial 

The Commercial Pattern Area is designated for areas around US 460, offering automobile-oriented shopping 
for goods and services that are necessary for everyday living. Appropriate uses include grocery, pharmacy, 
general retail, automotive service, institutional, office, and other day-to-day uses. High-quality design and 
enduring materials are important along this major corridor. Maintenance, façade improvement, and infill 
should be encouraged along with increased pedestrian and bicycle connectivity and safety. Frontage 
landscaping and reduced parking minimums should be considered to promote attractive development and 
encourage outparcel development. Consideration should also be given to shared parking, access 
management, screening of delivery and refuse areas, as well as appropriate buffering and transitions to 
adjacent neighborhoods. 

Business, Technology, and Industrial  

The southern boundary developed along the Norfolk Southern railway is the heart of the Business, 
Technology, and Industrial Pattern Area. This area should continue to contain light manufacturing, major 
utilities, warehousing and distribution, office, and technology businesses that contribute to and diversify 
Crewe’s economy. Uses should support employment without contributing pollution or harming the character 
of the town. Buffering between non-industrial uses should be considered for safety, noise, and appearance. 
Outdoor storage and other heavy intensity uses should be well-mitigated and visually obscured from major 
corridors and residential areas.  
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Map 8.2: Future Land Use Map 
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Strategies 
 

Land Use and Development 

8.1 

Evaluate existing residential and commercial zoning districts and regulations for compatibility with 
the goals, strategies, and pattern area principles of this Plan and identify necessary or desirable 
amendments including affordable housing options such as accessory dwelling units and mixed-use 
structures. 

8.2 
Evaluate existing industrial zoning district regulations and amend with appropriate uses and buffering 
requirements. 

8.3 

Evaluate and incorporate zoning ordinance community design standards such as parking, signs, 
lighting, landscaping, and emerging land uses such as solar and breweries that are compatible with 
the vision, goals, strategies, and future land use of this Plan as well as preserving the historic character 
of Crewe.  

8.4 
Conduct a complete zoning ordinance update to incorporate all the zoning ordinance strategies from 
the Comprehensive Plan and create a subdivision article within the zoning ordinance to assure the 
orderly division of land as allowed by the Code of Virginia § 15.2-2240. 

8.5 
Pursue development of a location for public open space, such as a town green, as a permanent 
location for public events. 

8.6 
Create connections between parks, recreation fields, opens space, and adjacent neighborhoods and 
the downtown through sidewalks, pedestrian paths, and trails.  

8.7 
Encourage mixed-use in the downtown, including residential units on upper floors of commercial 
buildings. 

8.8 
Coordinate with Nottoway County in pursuit of boundary line adjustments along with subsequent 
Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map amendments. 

8.9 Coordinate with Nottoway County on appropriate land uses and density along the town boundary.  

8.10 
Promote and support historic and neighborhood preservation efforts, including creation of a local 
historic overlay zoning district and historic district guidelines. 

8.11 Invest in gateway and corridor improvements including landscaping, public art, and wayfinding. 

8.12 
Create a gateway from US 460 to downtown that enhances wayfinding and entices vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic to visit downtown. 

8.13 
Evaluate rezoning and special use permit applications against the future land use map and applicable 
pattern area principles. 
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Chapter 9 | Implementation 

Using the Crewe Comprehensive Plan 
The Comprehensive Plan is the Town of Crewe’s guiding document for growth and development. This section 
details the recommended strategies from each element of the Plan. The Planning Commission and Town 
Council should refer to the Comprehensive Plan and consider its vision prior to making recommendations 
and decisions. Code of Virginia §15.2-2223 states that the Comprehensive Plan “shall control the general or 
approximate location, character, and extent of each feature shown in the plan.” Proper implementation of the 
Plan depends on a consistent measure of each land use application and budgetary decision against the long-
range vision of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The Town of Crewe should review and assess the effectiveness of the Plan by periodically reviewing and 
monitoring specific issues that impact the goals, objectives, and action strategies outlined within this 
document. When necessary, the Plan may be amended if the Town Council considers specific amendments 
to be congruent with the Plan’s overarching vision.  

Tools for Implementation 
A variety of tools should be utilized to ensure that Crewe’s long-range vision becomes a reality. The following 
tools are the most important to ensuring the successful implementation of this Plan: 

 
Review and Update 
Continuous review and progress monitoring keeps everyone accountable to the community’s long-range 
vision. The Code of Virginia § 15.2-2230 requires that Comprehensive Plans be reviewed, and updated if 
needed, every five years. In addition to the five-year review and update, annual reviews and revisions of 
ordinances and plans should be considered as best practice. Reviewing the Plan provides an opportunity to 
propose and integrate strategic initiatives and policy changes that can be incorporated into the annual 
budget process. This annual review helps set budgetary priorities that are consistent with the community’s 
vision and ensures that monitoring is systematic and planned. 

Annual Budget 

Town Council and staff should 
consider the recommendations 
of the Comprehensive Plan when 
preparing the annual budget. 
The budget works in conjunction 
with the Comprehensive Plan to 
move the Town toward a thriving 
and productive future. 
Communities can strengthen the 
link between the annual budget 
and Comprehensive Plan by 
documenting how the budget 
and proposed capital projects 
align with the Plan. 

 

 

 

Capital Improvement Plan 

A Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
is a planning and fiscal 
management tool that 
coordinates the location, timing, 
and financing of capital 
improvements over a multi-year 
period. Capital improvements 
refer to major, non-recurring 
physical expenditures such as 
land, buildings, public 
infrastructure, and equipment. 
The CIP should be reviewed and 
updated annually to reflect 
community needs, priorities, and 
funding opportunities. The 
community benefits and the 
long-range vision is achieved 
when the priorities of the CIP 
align with the Comprehensive 
Plan. 

Zoning & Subdivision 
Ordinances 

Zoning and subdivision 
ordinances are important tools 
through which the Town of 
Crewe implements its 
Comprehensive Plan. While the 
Plan serves as a guide for future 
development, zoning and 
subdivision ordinances are the 
regulations that directly control 
the location, form, and character 
of development. Ordinance 
updates, zoning map 
amendments, and the approval 
of new developments should aim 
for consistency with the 
overarching vision of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  
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Implementation Matrix 
The implementation matrix provides the specific direction to help achieve the vision of the plan and execute 
the related recommendations. The matrix builds on the objectives and strategies included in each section of 
this plan by identifying tools, responsible parties, and anticipated timeframes for completion. The matrix also 
correlates the strategies with the specific goals, policies, and objectives set forth in the Plan. The 
implementation matrix should be reviewed annually as part of the Town’s budgeting process to set priorities 
and to also measure progress toward the plan’s vision for the Town of Crewe. 

A Road Map for the Future 
The Implementation Matrix provided in this chapter is the roadmap forward for the Crewe community. Listed 
below are the step-by-step directions to achieve the vision for the Town of Crewe. A proactive approach by 
the Planning Commission in cooperation with the Town Council, Town departments and boards, residents, 
businesses, and community institutions and organizations are critical for the success of this plan. 

The Matrix includes the following information: 

Implementation Strategy 
Each implementation strategy is grouped by the 
planning element and specific objective as 
outlined in each section of the Plan. 

• Specific action item 
 

Type of Implementation 
Categories that describe the specific action item 
and how it will be implemented. All categories 
assume there may be a need to contract with 
professionals in planning, engineering, 
architecture, and other consulting firms for 
implementation. Categories include: 

• Regulation Updates and Enforcement 
• Community Outreach and Education 
• Partnerships 
• Capital Projects 
• Programs and Services 
• Plans and Studies 
• Development Application Review 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Responsible Agency 
The organization(s) responsible for partnering, 
administering, managing, and/or implementing 
the specific action item. These organizations 
include: 

• Town of Crewe Staff/Town council 
• Nottoway County 
• State and Federal Agencies 
• Regional and Institutional Partners 
• Nonprofit Organizations 
• Local Business Partners 

 

Schedule 

• Short-term (1-3 years) — short-term actions 
can be completed within 3 years of the 
Plan’s adoption. 

• Medium-term (3-5 years) — medium-term 
actions may be initiated within 3 years but 
will be completed by 5 years from the Plan’s 
adoption. 

• Long-term (5+ years) — long-term actions 
may be initiated between 3 and 5 years 
from the plan’s adoption but will be 
completed beyond the first five years of the 
plan’s adoption. 

• Ongoing — ongoing actions should 
continue for the life of the plan
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Natural and Historic Resources 

Goal: 
Crewe stewards its irreplaceable natural, cultural, and historic resources, while expanding access 

and capitalizing on the unique and significant characteristics of the surrounding community. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

3.1 
Update zoning and development 
regulations that address vegetation and 
promote sustainable development. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

Short-term 

3.2 
Seek opportunities to expand resident 
access and connectivity to natural open 
space, such as a trail for walking and biking. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

Long-term 

3.3 

Protect Crystal Lake from unfiltered runoff to 
prevent pollution of the Town’s current water 
source and continue to pursue an 
agreement with the Town of Blackstone to 
purchase water. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

Regional and Institutional 
Partners 

Short-term 

3.4 
Allocate resources to implement the 
mitigation actions identified in the regional 
hazard mitigation plan. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

Medium-
term 

3.5 
Complete an inventory of sites/areas that 
meet state and/or federal criteria for historic 
preservation. 

Plans and Studies 

Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Short-term 

3.6 
Establish a Local Historic Overlay Zoning 
District to preserve areas and structures of 
historic and cultural significance. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

Short-term 

3.7 

Seek grants to rehabilitate Downtown 
Crewe, creating a welcoming atmosphere 
with street landscaping, crosswalks, and 
building façade improvements. 

Capital Projects 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Short-term 

3.8 
Promote the Town’s railroad, music, historic 
sites, and significant cultural resources with 
signage, events, and other tourism outreach. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe Staff/ 
Town Council 

Nonprofit Organizations 

Local Business Partners 

Ongoing 
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Community Facilities and Infrastructure 

Goal: 
Crewe provides high quality community facilities and services, recreation opportunities, and public 

infrastructure to retain youth, promote a healthy population, and attract new businesses and 
residents. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

4.1 

Renovate the Town Hall to optimize 
space and create conference rooms, 
additional offices, and restroom facilities 
for the Administration and Police 
Departments. 

Capital Project 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

4.2 

Install automatic generators in the 
Community Center, Town Hall, and 
Public Works Building for continuous 
operation of Police and Emergency 
Services during power outages. 

Capital Project 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

4.3 
Remediate asbestos and other harmful 
substances from the Railroad Division 
Building.       

Capital Project 

Partnership 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

4.4 
Market the Railroad Division Building for 
potential development and business or 
public reuse. 

Capital Project 

Partnership 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

On-going 

4.5 

Partner with Nottoway County to 
conduct a needs and cost assessment 
for library renovation to improve 
services and programs. 

Partnership 

Plans and 
Studies 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Medium-
term 

4.6 

Utilize the Community Center for 
community programs and events for all 
ages and demographics, such as cultural 
celebrations, art  and dance classes, and 
youth clubs. 

Partnerships 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nonprofit Organizations 

Short-
term 

4.7 

Provide recreation amenities on the 
Community Center grounds with 
improvements such as benches, picnic 
tables, or small-scale play or exercise 
equipment. 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

 

Short-
term 

4.8 

Maintain and improve existing 
recreation facilities and amenities and 
identify opportunities for walking and 
biking trails for residents. 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

 

Medium-
term 
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Community Facilities and Infrastructure (continued) 

Goal: 
Crewe provides high quality community facilities and services, recreation opportunities, and public 

infrastructure to retain youth, promote a healthy population, and attract new businesses and 
residents. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

4.9 

Seek a formal public/private partnership 
or ownership of Veterans’ Memorial 
Park, Beamer, Hackney, and Railroaders 
baseball fields and invest in road, 
parking, and facility improvements for a 
more effective community asset. 

Capital Project 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Long-
term 

4.10 

Improve the Town’s water supply, either 
by treatment plant renovation or 
partnership with Blackstone, and 
replace lines, hydrants, and water 
meters to improve flows, pressure, and 
system operation. 

Capital Project 

Partnership 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

4.11 

Investigate the feasibility of a 
partnership between the Town and 
Nottoway County for establishment of a 
recycling program. 

Partnership 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Long-
term 

4.12 
Investigate the feasibility of converting 
to an automated trash pickup service. 

Plans and 
Studies 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Long-
term 

4.13 
Place all utilities underground wherever 
possible to improve service reliability 
and appearance. 

Capital Projects 

Development 
Application 
Review 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Ongoing 
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Housing 

Goal: 
Crewe offers safe, inviting, and livable neighborhoods where residents take pride in their homes 

and have access to affordable, quality housing opportunities. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

5.1 

Establish a resource list of state, federal, 
and non-profit housing programs and 
resources that support homeownership, 
home repair/rehabilitation, and 
weatherization and connect 
homeowners with these resources. 

Community 
Outreach and 
Education 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

5.2 

Partner with Nottoway County to offer 
tax relief for seniors and/or substantial 
rehabilitation projects to ensure the 
preservation and continued 
maintenance of residential structures. 

Partnerships 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Short-
term 

5.3 

Consider the feasibility of establishing 
and enforcing a rental inspection 
program to encourage maintenance 
and ensure safe living conditions for 
renters. 

Plans and 
Studies 

Town of Crew 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

5.4 

Leverage incentives offered by federal, 
state, and local programs for the 
rehabilitation of historic residential 
buildings to alleviate housing cost 
burdens for homeowners in town. 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

5.5 

Invest in neighborhood improvements 
(lighting, sidewalks, crosswalks, 
benches) that ensure safety and 
walkability and promote aging in place. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

5.6 

Adopt building and property 
maintenance codes that address 
general upkeep and conduct 
enforcement to improve the housing 
stock in the community. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

Ongoing 

5.7 

Consider establishing a spot blight 
abatement or land banking program to 
repair or acquire blighted properties 
through donation, purchase, or eminent 
domain.  

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 
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Housing (continued) 

Goal: 
Crewe offers safe, inviting, and livable neighborhoods where residents take pride in their homes 

and have access to affordable, quality housing opportunities. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

5.8 

Update the town’s zoning ordinance to 
eliminate potential obstacles to housing 
development and rehabilitation. This 
should include allowing mixed use 
buildings, accessory dwellings, and 
streamlined permitting processes. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

5.9 

Target housing development and 
features that appeal to young people 
and families such as affordable, entry-
level housing options for moderate-
income families, duplexes, and town 
house residences. 

Development 
Application 
Review 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

5.10 

Partner with local builders, landlords, 
and local and regional agencies to 
reduce rental cost burden by leveraging 
local, state, and federal incentives and 
supporting the creation of additional 
rental housing. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nonprofit Organizations 

Local Business Partners 

Medium-
term 

5.11 

Increase the supply of affordable 
housing for seniors and people with 
disabilities by updating Crewe’s 
development regulations to ensure that 
housing features benefit senior citizens 
and people with disabilities, including 
universal and accessible design, 
independent living apartments, and 
small assisted living projects designed 
and constructed in keeping with the 
historic character of Crewe. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Development 
Application 
Review 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

5.12 

Ensure that manufactured homes 
remain a source of affordable housing, 
as outlined in the Code of Virginia Sec 
15.2-2223.5, by preserving existing 
manufactured housing communities and 
allowing manufactured homes in 
specific zoning district(s). 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Development 
Application 
Review 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Ongoing 
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Housing (continued) 

Goal: 
Crewe offers safe, inviting, and livable neighborhoods where residents take pride in their homes 

and have access to affordable, quality housing opportunities. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

5.13 

Support the efforts of non-profit groups 
such as Habitat for Humanity and 
Southeast Rural Community Assistance 
Project, Inc. (SERCAP) to maintain and 
improve the supply of affordable 
housing options in the area. 

Partnerships 

Community 
Outreach and 
Education 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nonprofit Organizations 

Ongoing 

5.14 

Develop a housing study that identifies 
neighborhoods with the most need, 
assessing number of structures, 
livability, repair, restoration, and facility 
and infrastructure improvements.  

Plans and 
Studies 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

5.15 
Apply for CDBG and other grants based 
on the findings of the housing study.  

Partnerships 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Long-
term 
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Economy and Business 

Goal: 
Crewe thrives by supporting growth and investment that creates economic diversity, attracts 

industries, and nurtures small businesses and local employment. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

6.1 

Partner with nearby communities and 
educational institutions to ensure 
continued support to residents to 
pursue higher education, training, 
apprenticeships, and business 
assistance. 

Partnerships 

Community 
Outreach and 
Education 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Ongoing 

6.2 
Establish an accredited Main Streets 
Program with a dedicated staff member 
to lead Crewe’s downtown revitalization. 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

6.3 
Apply for a Downtown Revitalization 
Grant through DHCD. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

6.4 

Leverage grant programs and 
community partnerships to re-imagine 
the downtown through a coordinated, 
incremental revitalization program that 
incorporates placemaking, capital 
improvements, façade and landscaping 
grants, and other strategies identified in 
this chapter. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Local Business Partners 

Medium-
term 

6.5 

Partner with the local businesses, 
nonprofits, and citizens to organize 
recurring public events, such as a 
farmer’s market, an arts and music 
festival, and movie nights. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nonprofit Organizations 

Local Business Partners 

Short-
term 

6.6 
Provide attractive wayfinding signage to 
draw visitors from US 460 to Crewe’s 
historic downtown. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

6.7 

Develop a downtown outdoor public 
events space with functional gathering 
areas, pedestrian and bicycle access, 
and programming to create a 
community destination. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 
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Chapter 9 | Implementation 

Economy and Business (continued) 

Goal: 
Crewe thrives by supporting growth and investment that creates economic diversity, attracts 

industries, and nurtures small businesses and local employment. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

6.8 

Implement downtown streetscape 
improvements, including crosswalks, 
widened sidewalks, benches, and street 
trees, to create a pedestrian friendly 
atmosphere. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

6.9 

Update zoning regulations to ensure 
that the existing regulations support 
economic development, historic 
preservation, tourism, and revitalization 
of the downtown area. Specific changes 
include allowing vertical mixed use, 
flexible business uses, and short-term 
rentals. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

6.10 

Collaborate with regional partners to 
actively market the town as a tourist 
destination with a rich history, especially 
for train and history enthusiasts. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Regional and 
Institutional Partners 

Local Business Partners 

Ongoing 

6.11 
Explore partnerships for the creation of 
a position to market the Town through 
tourism and events planning. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Regional and 
Institutional Partners 

Short-
term 

6.12 

Work with VDOT, Norfolk Southern, and 
Nottoway County to advocate for a trail 
or bike route connection from Crewe to 
High Bridge Trail. 

Partnerships 

Plans and 
Studies 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Long-
term 

6.13 

Pursue a partnership with Nottoway 
County to actively market Crewe 
Municipal Airport for business, private, 
and recreational use. 

Partnerships 

 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Short-
term 
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Chapter 9 | Implementation 

Economy and Business (continued) 

Goal: 
Crewe thrives by supporting growth and investment that creates economic diversity, attracts 

industries, and nurtures small businesses and local employment. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

6.14 

Coordinate with Nottoway County to 
provide potential businesses and 
property owners with information about 
incentives offered through various 
federal, state, regional, and local 
government programs. 

Community 
Outreach and 
Education 

Partnerships 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Ongoing 

6.15 
Pursue the utilization of a retail 
recruitment firm and LSBDC to target, 
attract, and fulfill specific retail needs. 

Partnerships 

Plans and 
Studies 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

 

Medium-
term 

6.16 

Evaluate the economic feasibility of 
creating an Arts & Culture district with 
incentives and/or other local incentive or 
grant programs to support business 
development and investment. 

Plans and 
Studies 

Programs and 
Services 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement  

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

6.17 

Partner with Nottoway County to apply 
for enterprise zone status and other 
state and federal programs as they 
become available to incentivize and 
support the growth of existing 
businesses, attract new businesses, and 
create job opportunities. 

Partnerships 

Plans and 
Studies 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Short-
term 

6.18 

 

Clarify the role and objectives of the 
Industrial Development Authority to 
ensure productive development efforts 
and update by-laws accordingly.  

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 
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Chapter 9 | Implementation 

Transportation and Mobility 

Goal: 
Crewe provides safe and attractive streets that promote the safe and efficient movement of people 

and goods, while expanding transportation opportunities for people of all incomes and abilities. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

7.1 

Invest in sidewalk improvements and 
maintenance to provide ADA accessible 
connections to and within the 
downtown. 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Medium-
term 

7.2 

Conduct a ped-bike infrastructure study 
to assess the need for active 
transportation infrastructure and 
propose recommendations to improve 
access to downtown based on study 
findings and the Future Land Use Map to 
increase connectivity and mobility 
options. 

Plans and 
Studies 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Short-
term 

7.3 
Promote traffic calming on US 460 as a 
means of addressing safety, traffic noise, 
and street design concerns. 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Medium-
term 

7.4 

Petition VDOT to modify the designation 
of US 460 from limited to controlled 
access highway within town limits for 
consistency with existing land use and 
enable opportunities for pedestrian 
safety improvements. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Short-
term 

7.5 

Assess, identify, and improve the Town’s 
busiest intersections to organize traffic 
and increase pedestrian safety (i.e., 
improve US 460 at Meade St with a 
pedestrian crossing). 

Plans and 
Studies 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Medium-
term 

7.6 
Expand public transportation services 
and rideshare or carpooling 
opportunities. 

Programs and 
Services 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Regional and 
Institutional Partners 

Ongoing 
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Chapter 9 | Implementation 

Transportation and Mobility (continued) 

Goal: 
Crewe provides safe and attractive streets that promote the safe and efficient movement of people 

and goods, while expanding transportation opportunities for people of all incomes and abilities. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

7.7 

Partner with the Blackstone Area Bus 
System (BABS) and Farmville Area Bus 
System (FABS) to provide improved 
public transit services by increasing the 
number of bus stops and frequency of 
bus service in the area. 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Regional and 
Institutional Partners 

 

Short-
term 

7.8 

Seek grants and resources from VDOT, 
DHCD, and other sources for 
streetscape and accessibility 
improvements downtown. 

Partnerships 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Short-
term 

7.9 
Review access and parking 
requirements and update for best 
practices in design and safety. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

7.10 

Coordinate with Nottoway County to 
create an Airport Master Plan and seek 
Airport Improvement Grants for 
increased utilization of the airport. 

Partnerships 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Medium-
term 

7.11 
Consider improvements to the two 
municipal parking lots. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Medium-
term 

7.12 

Continue to pursue town ownership of 
roads and annual VDOT maintenance 
funding for improved maintenance of 
streets and sidewalks. 

Partnerships 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Ongoing 
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Chapter 9 | Implementation 

Land Use and Development 

Goal: 
Crewe maintains and enhances its charming small-town character by encouraging quality 

development in and around downtown and entrance corridors while protecting established 
residential neighborhoods and open space. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible 

Agency 
Schedule 

8.1 

Evaluate existing residential and commercial 
zoning districts and regulations for compatibility 
with the goals, strategies, and pattern area 
principles of this Plan and identify necessary or 
desirable amendments including affordable 
housing options such as accessory dwelling 
units and mixed-use structures. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town 
Council 

Short-
term 

8.2 
Evaluate existing industrial zoning district 
regulations and amend with appropriate uses 
and buffering requirements. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town 
Council 

Short-
term 

8.3 

Evaluate and incorporate zoning ordinance 
community design standards such as parking, 
signs, lighting, landscaping, and emerging land 
uses such as solar and breweries that are 
compatible with the vision, goals, strategies, 
and future land use of this Plan as well as 
preserving the historic character of Crewe. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town 
Council 

Short-
term 

8.4 

Conduct a complete zoning ordinance update 
to incorporate all the zoning ordinance 
strategies from the Comprehensive Plan and 
create a subdivision article within the zoning 
ordinance to assure the orderly division of land 
as allowed by the Code of Virginia § 15.2-2240. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town 
Council 

Short-
term 

8.5 
Pursue development of a location for public 
open space, such as a town green, as a 
permanent location for public events. 

Capital Projects 

Partnerships 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town 
Council 

Short-
term 

8.6 

Create connections between parks, recreation 
fields, opens space, and adjacent 
neighborhoods and the downtown through 
sidewalks, pedestrian paths, and trails. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town 
Council 

Ongoing 
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Chapter 9 | Implementation 

Land Use and Development (continued) 

Goal: 
Crewe maintains and enhances its charming small-town character by encouraging quality 

development in and around downtown and entrance corridors while protecting established 
residential neighborhoods and open space. 

Strategy 
# 

Implementation Strategy 
Implementation 

Type 
Responsible Agency Schedule 

8.7 
Encourage mixed-use in the downtown, 
including residential units on upper floors 
of commercial buildings. 

Development 
Application 
Review 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Ongoing 

8.8 

Coordinate with Nottoway County in 
pursuit of boundary line adjustments 
along with subsequent Future Land Use 
Map and Zoning Map amendments. 

Partnerships 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Short-
term 

8.9 
Coordinate with Nottoway County on 
appropriate land uses and density along 
the town boundary. 

Partnerships 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Nottoway County 

Ongoing 

8.10 

Promote and support historic and 
neighborhood preservation efforts, 
including creation of a local historic 
overlay zoning district and historic district 
guidelines. 

Regulation 
Updates and 
Enforcement 

Programs and 
Services 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Nonprofit 
Organizations 

Short-
term 

8.11 
Invest in gateway and corridor 
improvements including landscaping, 
public art, and wayfinding. 

Capital Projects 
Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Short-
term 

8.12 

Create a gateway from US 460 to 
downtown that enhances wayfinding and 
entices vehicular and pedestrian traffic to 
visit downtown. 

Capital Projects 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

State and Federal 
Agencies 

Short-
term 

8.13 

Evaluate rezoning and special use permit 
applications against the future land use 
map and applicable pattern area 
principles. 

Development 
Application 
Review 

Town of Crewe 
Staff/Town Council 

Ongoing 
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