
 

President’s Annual Report 

Annual General Meeting June 17th 2023 

 

1) Passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

Much has been said but it does seem to be the end of an era. The Monarch to the British 

and the Commonwealth is part of the fabric of life that makes a state what it is. No 

elected politician has or can assume that role, not even Sir Winston Churchill. The 

Monarch is to the British as is, perhaps, the United States flag is to Americans.  

 

The Monarch is also, of course, the Commander in Chief of the armed forces and so has a 

special place in the hearts of serving and retired personnel. 

 

The Club marked the passing of the Queen by opening a Book of Condolence for signing 

by anyone who felt the need. The Book, with 130 signatures and comments was sent on 

to the Palace and a very nice letter of gratitude was received from His Majesty King 

Charles III. 

 

2) Retiring Directors 

 

The following directors have retired from the Board: 

 

Ed Burley 

Patrick Jennings 

Angela Crowdy 

Michael Nicholson 

Ralph Day 

 

We thank them for their service and help over the past years. 



3) New applications for the Role of Director 

 

The following members have put their names forward for consideration: 

 

David Warburton 

Sanford Sears 

Jean-Michel Caffin 

Andrew McNeil 

 

The applicants will give more details during the meeting and then a vote will be held. 

 

4) Membership 

 

Core membership has held steady at 60 members. People get posted away and people get 

posted here. The number seems steady. Our newsletter goes out to about 250 people. 

Maybe they just like poetry. 

 

5) Past Activity 

 

i) September. Book of Condolence  130 signatures  

ii) October. Trafalgar Night Dinner Country Club Fairfax. 83 attendees 

iii) January. Quantico USMC Museum visited with the Naval Order of the United 

States.  

iv) February. Cold War Museum Warrenton. 

v) March. Pop Up Dinner Vasos. Alexandria 18 attendees. 

vi) March. The Mariners’ Museum Newport News. Joint NOUS visit. 

vii) June. Garden Party 53 attendees. 

 

 

6) Future Activities 

 

This is, of course, for the Board to decide. However, planning for Trafalgar Night, 20th 

October, has already started. We also note that June 6th 2024 will be the 80th anniversary 

of the D-Day Landings. Other ideas are always welcome. 

 

 

Peter Pennington 

President BOCDC    15 July 2023 


