
O R C H I D S
L O V I N G  A N D  

L E A R N I N G !

Dr. Meghan Harper, information scientist, librarian, researcher
And beginning orchid grower!



An orchid in a deep forest 
sends out its fragrance even if 

no one is around to appreciate 
it. Confucius

Love is an orchid which 
thrives principally on hot air.

Myrtle Reed

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/876451?ref=orchids
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/876451?ref=orchids
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/876451?ref=orchids
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/876451?ref=orchids
https://www.azquotes.com/author/3177-Confucius
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1171622?ref=orchids
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1171622?ref=orchids
https://www.azquotes.com/author/24331-Myrtle_Reed


Interesting facts:
• Orchids have been around for 120 million 

years. One of the oldest family of  
flowering plants.

• Smallest orchid is the size of a dime

• Humans interest in orchids originated in 
Japanese or China since 3,000-4,000 yeas 
ago.

• Found in nearly every climate 

• Have symbolism in many cultures around 
the world and through time
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PBS Documentary: The Rare Ghost 
Orchid • Watch on You Tube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYSaGlBwdmQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYSaGlBwdmQ
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Where in the world do orchids grow?



Best national orchid collections to 
visit

• Sarasota’s Marie Selby Botanical Gardens-Sarasota, Florida

• Fuqua Orchid Center, Atlanta Botanical Garden — Atlanta, 

Georgia

• The Huntington San Marino, California one of the largest orchid 

collections in the United States, over 10,000 plants 3,600 unique 

varieties, representing 280 genera





Best International Orchid Collections

• National Orchid Garden, Singapore Botanic Gardens —
Singapore (UNESCO World Heritage Site

• Ernest Thorpe Orchid House, Durban Botanic Gardens —
Durban, South Africa

• Monteverde Orchid Garden — Monteverde, Costa Rica (tiny 
orchid collection)

• Gothenburg Botanical Garden — Gothenburg, Sweden

(largest collection of tropical orchids)
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Amazing online resources

Professional orchid associations

• American Orchid Society https://www.aos.org/orchid-care

• Greater Akron Orchid Society

https://thegaos.com/resources

International Orchid Society

https://www.orchids.org/

https://www.aos.org/orchid-care
https://thegaos.com/resources
https://www.orchids.org/




Orchid Podcasts  “On the ledge”
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Vendors how to online videos



Thank you!

RESOURCES TO SHARE! EMAIL ME: 
SHARPER1@KENT.EDU

Dr. Meghan Harper a newbie at orchid growing!

mailto:sharper1@kent.edu
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