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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CENTERING WORDS—Psalm 122 

God is here.  There is peace and security in this place 

 

 

 

   NOTE:  If you are able, please stand where this symbol appears + 

  



 

+CALL TO WORSHIP— 

 

Leader: Come wait for the Lord’s coming as we begin the Advent   

   Season. 

 

People: How do we know it is the time for the Lord to come?    

   What signs will we see? 

 

Leader: Hear the word of God spoken to help us know the         

  coming Christ. 

 

People: From ages past no one has heard, no ear has           

   perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 

   works for those who wait for him. Restore us, O Lord 

   God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be 

   saved. We are your people! 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER— 

 

O Lord, in this first Sunday of Advent Season, as we gather 

in your house of prayer and praise, we ask that the weeks 

ahead may be a very special time for us. May we arrive at a 

new awareness of your claim on our lives; may we gain a new 

appreciation of what it means to have God with us through 

the incarnation of your Son; and may we make a new com-

mitment to the rule of justice and peace which Christ came to 

establish upon the earth. Amen. 

 



 

NARRATION—The Decoration of the Sanctuary 

 

+HYMN—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, page 211 UMH 

 

NARRATION—The Paraments 

 

+HYMN—All the Earth is Waiting, page 210 UMH 

 

NARRATION—The Advent Wreath 

 

NARRATION—The Greens 

 

NARRATION—The Wreaths 

 

+HYMN—People Look East #202 UMH 

 

NARRATION—The Word 

 

THE READING OF THE WORD: Isaiah 64:1-9,                 

                                                 Mark 13:24-37 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 



 
 

NARRATION—The Poinsettias 

 

+PRAYER HYMN—Blessed Be the Name of the Lord    

                            page 2034 TFWS 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Prayers of the People 

 

NARRATION—The Christmas Tree 

 

NARRATION—The Chrismons 

 

+HYMN—It Came Upon the Midnight Clear #218 UMH 

 

NARRATION—The Creche 

 

+HYMN—O Little Town of Bethlehem #230 UMH 

 

NARRATION—The Advent Candles 

 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle 

 

+HYMN RESPONSE—Light The Advent Candle verse 1  

                              #2090 TFWS 

 



 

UNISON PRAYER 

God and Father of Christ our Savior, help us as we wait 

for the coming again of the baby Jesus. Keep us alert, 

awake, and aware of the times in our lives when we know 

your salvation. Even more, help us to share that good news 

of salvation with others. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

DOXOLOGY—Page 94, UMH 

 

+HYMN—Come, O Long-expected Jesus, page 196 UMH 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER 

We have this hope, a sure and 

steadfast anchor of the soul.  

                                         Hebrews 6:19 

 

 

 



 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

Worship Leader:       Pastor Sandy Kraft 

Liturgist:  Merrilee Barner 

Pianist:             Aimee Gahagen  

Acolyte:  Willow Ash 

Greeters:  Merrilee Barner and Sherri Gilliland 

    

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICE—December 07 

Liturgist:  TBD 

Acolyte:  Nolan Barron 

Greeters and Communion Assistants: 

               Mindy and Brad Gensimore  

 

******** 

Bell Ringers:   Page Gaddis and Carl Cassidy   

 

    ******** 

Church Checker:      Wally Heiser—Dec. 01 to Dec. 14 

                              

                                     ******** 

CHURCH AND PASTOR CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
   Pastor Sandy’s cell phone:       (570) 575-8225       
   Email:                        skraft@susumc.org 
   Church office phone number:   814-364-1701 



 

 

 

 

Please keep all members, family, and friends in your thoughts 

and prayers, especially those listed below:   

11/09/25—Tina Harpster-recovering from heart surgery; Sylvia 

Dysard-heart issues; Susan Romanini– healing from back 

pain—requested by Merrilee Barner;  Willie and Erskine Cash 

home recovering from a car accident. 

11/16/25—Please continue prayers for Connie Gensimore’s  

lung condition and the treatment.  She takes meds 3 times a 

week and they make her feel very tired and somewhat nause-

ous. She will be on this regimen for at least another year. She is 

waiting for a test result to see if the meds are working. In the 

meantime, cards and prayers are most appreciated—requested 

by Jane Taylor 

11/23/25—Marty Ilgen recovering at home—requested by 

Merrilee Barner 

To request a name, please refer to the prayer request cards located in the 

back of the pews and place it in the offering plate.  Or, call/email the 

church office.  Thank you. 

*************** 

Please keep our homebound friends in your thoughts and      

prayers: 

          Bertha Cassidy  Lou Cole                

        Liz Fink                     Evelyn Yost 

 

 Note:  addresses available at the church office 



 

 

 

A  message from the United Methodist Women ... 

Thank you to everyone who participated with United Methodist 

Women in our annual thank offering.  The funds raised support 

national and international efforts to support women, children 

and youth with Christian education, health care and leadership 

training. The contributions totaled $426.85. You all are a bless-

ing to mission support! 

************* 

Soup Sale update from Sherri ... 

Thank you for making the Soup Sale a big success! We raised 
over $1600.   

   ************* 

 

 

 

OCC shoeboxes have been delivered and soon a child will be 
enjoying all the great things that you have packed.  Thank you 
to those that helped pack the boxes, donated or purchased items 
for those boxes, and helped load them in the truck, greatly ap-
preciated.  Want to thank the committee once again for all their 
hard work to make this year a great success.   Here is to getting 
ready for next year, looking for clean adult T-shirts large or big-
ger, drop them off in the bid at the bottom of the stairs.  Need to 
get started on making jump ropes.     



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Today—Hanging of the Greens service 

Today—Potluck following the worship service. 

December 03—Wednesday Night Prayer Open House, Sanctu-

ary, 5:00—7:00 PM 

December 03—Adult Christian Conversations, Library, 6:00 

PM 

December 14—Coffee Cakes/fruit will be serviced from 8:30-

9:45 A.M. during the Christmas Sale. 

December 14—Ministry and Missions Meeting, immediately 

following the church service, Library 

December 11*—Christkindl Market, Mifflinburg Please meet 

at the church parking lot at 4:00 P.M. to car pool.  Sign-up sheet 

to be passed around during the service. 

December 20*—Holiday Light on the Lake at Lakemont 
Park, Altoona.  Meeting at the church parking lot at 3:00 P.M. 
and enjoy dinner prior to attending the light show.  Prior to the 
light show we will be enjoying a dinner at the Bull Pen Restau-
rant in Tyrone at 4:00 P.M.  Sign-up to be passed around during 
the service. 
 

December 30*—Dinner at the Hublersburg Inn, 4:30 P.M.  

Everybody is welcome to celebrate the new year! 

*Questions?  Please contact Carl at 814 574-2866 or the church 

office. 



 

 

The Centre Hall / Penns Valley Food Pantry  

The Pantry was chartered by the churches in the Centre Hall and 

Penns Valley areas and operates out of the basement of Grace 

United Methodist Church.  This organization provides monthly 

food assistance for low-income families and assists with winter 

fuel bills.  The Food and Fuel Bank operates with canned and dry 

food donated by local churches, businesses, private individuals, 

and civic groups as well as government surplus foods.  Monetary 

donations are used to purchase additional food and support the 

fuel assistance fund.  Please mark your donations Food Bank or 

November monthly mission.  

Upcoming Event to benefit the 

Centre Hall—Penns Valley Food Pantry 

Community Christmas Concert 

— Sunday, December 14 

3:00 P.M.  Saint Kateri Church, Spring Mills 

 

REMINDER:   Food Pantry crew meets every third Tuesday of 

the month. 

 

 

 

 

November—sandwich bags 

December—dish detergent 

Thank you! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER REQUESTS: 

Monetary donations to cover processing /shipping costs for each 
box.  A personal card, note, or picture to include in a box from 
you! 

 

DECEMBER REQUESTS: 

PRAYER—pray for the volunteers who process the boxes, de-
liver the boxes, the children receiving the boxes, the volunteers 
who teach the Gospel lessons and the families who come to 
know Jesus! 

 

ALL YEAR:  

 Monetary donations (must notate Operation Christmas Child-
OCC on the memo line of the check), empty shoeboxes, old 
clean T-shirts to be made into jump ropes (stained is fine, but no 
tears) 

 

NOTE:  All donations accepted regardless of the monthly cate-
gory.  Donation Box is located inside the back entrance door 
(bottom of steps). 

 

Reminder:  NO used items, liquids or soap, food/seeds, weapons 
or scary/war related items. 

 

Questions?  Please contact Sherri Gilliland 814-777-0053, or 
the church office.  Thank you! 

************* 

 


