Favorite Plantdor Pollinators

Orton Botanical Gardeg Twin Falls, Idaho
Prepared by LaMar Orton
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1. Bitterbrush Purshia tridentata¢ Thisldaho nativeshrub produces fragrantellow
flowersin May. The flowers #iract a largevariety of native beespecies



2. Mexican cliff roseRurshia mexicana; This 610 foot tall shrub bboms in Maylt is a
relative of bitterbrush and also attracts a variety of native bee species.



3. Fern busi{Chamaebatiaria ntiefolium) ¢ Thisldaho native blooms in Juand
August Every gardeer shouldgrowthis plant! The rectarrich flowers attract native

bees, bumblebees, honeybees, mothad butterflies.



4. Oregon grapeNlahonia aquifoliumy¢ Upright to 10 fthigh,this Idaho native blooms in
Apriland isevergreen Flowers #ract mason beesbumblebees,
mining beesand hummingbird moths



5. CreepingOregon grapeNlahonia repenks¢ This evergreenplv-growing ldaho native is
good for shag sites.Flowering in April, it is known to attractason beesbumblebeesand
mining bees



6. Apache plumeKallugia paradoxpg ThisheavyMay bloomercan produce flowersff and
on throughout the summerThe pinktinged seed heads are highly attractive. Féosvattract a
variety of native bees and other beneficial insects.



7. Rabbitbrush Chrysotlamnus Ericamerid ¢ Several species of thigte summer/fall
bloomingshrubare native to southern Idahd-lowers attractdirrow bees honeybees
(especially rich in pollen for honeybgesther native beesand they are gpecially important
for butterflies(as illustrated by the photo)



8. Silver buffaloberryShepherdia argentga The plant above is in bloom in March before the
leaves come outAlthough the flowers are tiny, they attract many pollinators, including bees
and butterflies. This plant blooms when there are few other flowers available in early spring.



Flowers

1. Penstemort, There aremany species that bloom different times of the spring and
summer. Penstemons attradbumblebees leafcutterbees sweatbees carpenterbees
and mason bees.

Some Examplesf Penstemon
a. For early spring Low penstemor{P. humilig and Owens Valley penstemada (
confususy.

b. For midsummer, Rocky Mountain penstemoriP(strictug, Hot Rock penstemor(
deustug, Dark Blue penstemorP(cyaneus.

c. Forlate summeg. NA RIS Q& RrésiiffoiuS Y2 WA OKI NR&a Py Qa
richardsoni).
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2. Buckwheat Eriogonum) ¢ There arananynative species that bloom at different times of
the spring and summeBuckwheats arexxellent pollinator attraabrs. Numerous
butterfliesand native bes frequent their flowers.

SomeBuckwheat Examples
a. For early spring Matted buckwheat E caespitosury Qushion buckwheat&
ovalifolium), Sulphur flower buckwhea{ umbellatumvar. aureun).
b. For midsummer, Arrowleaf buckwheatf compositum, Sulphur flower buckwheat (E
umbellatumvar. nevadensg Parsnipflower buckwheaE(heracleoidel
c. For late summeg Sulphur flower buckwhea& umbellatumvar. ellipticur, Strict
buckwheat E strictum).

10



3. Catmint Nepetg ¢ Often bloomstwice during the summer, if cut back after the first
bloom. This plant attract bumblebeesand honeybees
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4. Blanket flower Gaillardiaaristata) ¢ If plants are regularlgeadheaded, they will
bloom much of the summeBlanket flower attracts the Giéardiaflower moth, Painted
schinia butterfly bumblebees furrowbees mason beesleafcutter beesand sveat
bees
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5. 5 2 Na&de &alvia dorrii¢ This southern Idaho native blooms in May. Like most
Salvias, it is attractive to a variety of native bee species.
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6. Woodland sageSalvia nemeroga Native to central Europe and western Assaveral
cultivars of this plant are availabl€heir ealy summerbloomis lengthy, and plants will
rebloom if cut back
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7. Rocky Mountain bee plan€C{eome serrulafeg This tallannual bloomsin midsummer.
Bees love the flowers and birds relish the seeds.
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8. Annualsunflower Hdianthus annuus¢ A md to late summer bloomerSunflowers
present a nectar and pollen load foeesof all kindsgspecially bumblebees.
Bumblebees sleep in the center of flowers at night.
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9. Prickly pear cactugOpuntig ¢ There are mny species and flower colofslowersbloom
from late May through early Julyrheyproduce highly nutritious pollen for a variety of
native bee species.
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10. Milkweed @Asclepiasc Showy milkweed A speciosy narrow-leaf milkweed A
fasciculari; shown abovg@and swamp milkweedA. incarnatg areall native to southern
Idaho. Showy milkweed is rhizomatous and can spread quidkig.milkweeds aran

essentiafood sourcefor monarchbutterfly larvae
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11.Globemallow $phaeralcepc There areseveral species native to southern Idaho.
Plants bbom in Mayand Juneand willrebloom f cut back.Globemallow flowers attract a

large variety of bee species.
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12. Tufted eveningprimrose Oenotheracaespitosa¢ Thisldaho native andearly spring
bloomerattracts hawk moths and a variety of native bees.
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13. Lavenderl(avandula) ¢ This mdsummer bloomeattracts honeybees and
bumblebees alike.
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