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Dear _____________


Re: Marine licence applications in North Cornwall and the South West
MLA/2023/00307, MLA/2023/00308, MLA/2022/00180

May I congratulate you on winning your seat. I am sure that your inbox is full currently, but I urge you to look carefully at this issue, and engage with our team.

I am part of a large community group which has been campaigning against the installation of a series of enormous seaweed farms in nearshore areas of the South West.

Whilst there are SIX of these 100+ hectare proposals in the region currently (see table below), either approved by the Marine Management Organisation or pending approval, my particular concern is in regard to Port Quin Bay (MLA/2023/00308 and /00307) and Port Isaac Bay (MLA/2022/00180). Perhaps you have read about our campaigns in the national and local press.

I would like to stress that we are not agitators or a direct action group, we are concerned citizens who are extremely well informed and diligent, and have displayed the utmost patience throughout this process.

Due to a complete lack of community and stakeholder consultation, we were not aware of the above applications until February this year, when it transpired that 00180 (PIB) had already been approved, and the ‘consultation period’ for 00307/308 (PQB) had closed. 

Very quickly we discovered that the applicants in these cases were purely commercially driven, with no, or very little, concern for the marine environment, marine wildlife or coastal communities. It has become clear, however, that whilst these companies are certainly ‘bad actors’ in the sector, it is the licensing authority, the MMO, that is most seriously at fault here.

We believe that the MMO is not functioning effectively, and is struggling to cope with the volume of recent seaweed aquaculture applications. The six applications in the South West were submitted by, or in consultation with, one company, Biome Algae, and in particular Biome’s sole director, Dr Angela Mead. In fact, Dr Mead and her employee, Sophie Corrigan, were advising the MMO on how to streamline their licensing process between 20020 and 2022, before submitting these unprecedented applications.

The MMO is understaffed and badly trained, it is unconnected with the marine environment it oversees and makes decisions via desktop reviews with no appreciation of place, it is unregulated and badly led (the MMO board lacks experience in the sector and many members are in ‘acting’ positions, including its chair), it is biased towards applicants not communities, is unapproachable, unclear, dishonest and evasive. 

Our campaign has collated enormous amounts of evidence, and has garnered support from multiple conservation groups, members of parliament, landscape managers, fisheries, marine wildlife organisations and members of the public, both locally and nationally. We have also paid for legal assessments and support, and environmental reports. 
These responsibilities should not be laid at the feet of beleaguered communities. This campaign has cost us thousand of pounds, thousands of man hours, and has taken a huge mental health toll on all of us.

I encourage you to draw attention to this issue with Steve Reed MP (steve.reed.mp@parliament.uk) and DEFRA, and with South West MPs. Please also engage with members of our team, Barnaby Kay (barnabykay@mac.com) and Hugh Attwater (hughattwater@gmail.com) for further details.

It cannot be overstated what damage will be done environmentally by the MMO’s failings. These are ongoing, time sensitive issues, and I urge you to intervene here before it is too late.

I would like to suggest that it will not be the development of the oceans that will save our planet, it will be leaving the oceans as they are, allowing and encouraging rewilding and regrowth.

Please visit https://saveourbays.org.uk/ for more information and to view press images.

Kind regards,


_________________________
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Bays watch

HE developers of two large seaweed
farms at a Cornish beauty spot face
questions over the safety of porpoises, seals,
puffins and the impact on local fishermen,

after the licensing body reopened a public
consultation into the project.

Much reporting about the controversy
over the plans for Port Quin Bay carlier this
year gave the impression that “Not In My
Bay" locals and celebrities were opposing an
eco-friendly carbon-capturing way 10 grow

biomaterials for compostable plastics and high-
nutrient animal feed.
Applicants Biome Algae and Camel

say the enormous floating farm contraptions
within the Bristol Channel Special Area of
Conservation, which would be marked by 3456
buoys plus illuminated navigation marl
sustainable and would have positive effects.
However, the Marine Management
Organisation (MMO) has backed locals’

Proposed seaweed farms at Port Quin Bay

complaints that the application was a huge
surprise, saying the public notice about the
plans last year “was not placed in such a
manner to bring the application to the attention
of persons likely o be interested in it

A fresh round of consultation has now
finished and the MMO says it wants to
see more evidence from the applicants to
address concers raised by groups including
wildlife charities. As well as the visual
impact — significant in an arca tourists visit
for its unspoiled coastline — they are worried
about potential entangling of protected
‘marine mammals in the large seaweed farm
infrastructure; impacts on the nearby puffin
colony; and the effect on the local small boats
fishing industry.

The MMO has had several seaweed farm
applications in the South-west to deal with in
the past couple of years; campaigners question
whether it has the expertise to judge them —or  sh
relies too heavily on environmental information D!
provided by the applicants. One problem is
that organisations it might have tumed to for W
independent guidance ~ such as the Universities it
of Excter and Plymouth — are partners in one of &

K
d

the seaweed projects. m
Campaign group Save Our Bays wants o
to know what will happen if things go t

wrong. An MMO licence would give the two
companies the go-ahead to install a new kind of
infrastructure on the stormy Cornish coast for
the next 50 years. Yet Biome Algac’s accounts €
show debts of more than £600,000 as well as T
Joans from its own advisers, with no apparent b
protected funds set aside for dismantling and
Clean-up, should things head south.
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A good weed?

M ARINE planning bosses gave the
go-ahead to a massive seaweed farm
structure in Cornwall’s Port Isaac Bay, while
relying for their environmental assessment of
the scheme on information from the applicants.

Unlike the seaweed farm application at
nearby Port Quin Bay, where public consultation
had to be reopened after locals got wind of the
plans (Eye 1622), the government’s Marine
Management Organisation (MMO) granted a
licence for the infrastructure before opponents
could make their case. As they later discovered,
a small-print poster calling for public views had
been placed in a windswept coastal car park,
largely used by tourists, last year.

When considering licences for building
things in the sea, the MMO is meant to consider
the need to protect the environment and human
health, and prevent interference with legitimate
uses of the sea (such as transport, fishing and
leisure activities).

Despite being on the back foot, the Save
Port Isaac Bay campaigners are planning
to challenge the MMO'’s decision over the

plans by Penmayn Ltd for a farm the size of
140 football pitches between Port Isaac and
Tregardock beach. Seaweed production lines
would be below the surface of the bay, but
marked on the surface by more than 1,000
buoys and navigation marks with lights, so
boats can see the edge of the farm at night.

When campaigners questioned how the
compulsory habitat regulations assessment
(HRA) had been carried out (since relevant
expert organisations, such as the Cornwall Seal
Group Research Trust, said they hadn’t been
consulted either) the MMO said it had simply
“used information submitted in the application”
to carry out its HRA.

Documents submitted for the application
also included wave height monitoring showing
a peak height of six feet. But this had been
measured at a sheltered spot, while the extensive
farm would reach into more exposed waters
where storm waves can be closer to 30 feet high.

Coastal morphodynamics expert Dr Tony
Butt, who is advising the campaigners, warned:
“At an exposed spot on a wide-open coastline
with such high energy levels, the structure will
have a high probability of failing. If and when it
fails, it will pollute the nearshore and coastline,
the developers will lose money, and the climate
crisis will continue getting worse.”
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MMO Application # App(;i;?etion M'\ﬂcoers]::agis / Li(étzrtlge Company Location S(ri]zae) Du(;,"’:tsi;)n Biome Algae link
MLA/2020/00380/1 07/09/2020 | L/2022/00205/1 | 18/10/2022 | Aqua Botanika Ltd Tor Bay 10 10 Pilot farm, BA partners
MLA/2021/00328 19/07/2021 | L/2022/00127/1 18/05/2022 | Algapelago Marine Limited Bideford Bay, Devon 100 40 BA consulted on application
MLA/2021/00413/2 21/09/2021 | L/2023/00028/1 | 03/05/2023 | West Country Mussels Of Fowey Limited | St Austell Bay, Cornwall 100 40 BA consulted on application
MLA/2022/00180 28/04/2022 | L/2023/00169/1 | 10/08/2023 | Penmayn Limited Tregardock, Cornwall 100 40 BA consulted on application
MLA/2023/00227 25/05/2023 | Submitted Aqua Botanika Ltd Combe Martin, Devon 100 30 BA works with Aqua Botanika
MLA/2023/00307/08 | 12/07/2023 | Submitted Biome Algae Ltd, Camel Fish Ltd Port Quin Bay, Cornwall | 100.8 50 BA application
MLA/2023/00370/71 | 31/08/2023 | Withdrawn Biome Algae Ltd, Carbon Sea Garden Ltd | Gerrans Bay, Cornwall 110.6 50 BA application
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