201811-12 New Zealand (North and South Islands)

The first part of this holiday was mainly by bus (with Grand Pacific Tours) exploring parts of the North Island that we had missed
on previous visits. The weather was not great but we enjoyed our tour and the nice group of people. The second part of the
holiday was along the northern edge of the South Island, again somewhere we had not seen on previous trips. We did this by
ourselves in a hire ecar with Anne doing all the driving. We really enjoyed this part of New Zealand and we have promised
ourselves to return as soon as possible.
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201811-12 New Zealand (North and South Islands)

The first part of this holiday was mainly by bus (with Grand Pacific Tours) exploring parts of the North Island that we had missed
on previous visits. The weather was not great but we enjoyed our tour and the nice group of people. The second part of the
holiday was along the northern edge of the South Island, again somewhere we had not seen on previous trips. We did this by
ourselves in a hire car with Anne doing all the driving. We really enjoyed this part of New Zealand and we have promised
ourselves to return as soon as possible. D
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Bay of Islands
The highlights of our short stay in Wellington included visiting Our drive north from Wellington was in heavy rain, so we saw From Rotorua our drive took us to Auckland (where some of
our friends Jenny and John, an excellent tour around the WETA only glimpses of the spectacular volcanic landscape. Our lunch the tour people left us) and then north east towards Paihai, our
workshop (of Lord of the Rings... stop was at Lake Taupo followed by a... stop in the Bay of Islands. Our...
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Back to Auckland Farewell Spit and Golden Bay Picton and Queen Charlotte Sound
Our trip back to Auckland took us to Whangarei, a lovely town From our base in Collingwood we took a bus tour along the From Nelson we drove through the little town of Havelock to
we could have spent more time at, and then to the Kauri fascinating Farewell Spit on the north-western tip of the South Picton, the main access point for goods and people from the
Museum at Matakohe. We also saw a Giant... Island. The Spit separates the wild... North Island. We liked Picton as it is...
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Blenheim and Wairau Valley Abel Tasman cruise Nelson and Centre of New Zealan
We returned to Nelson via Blenheim (centre of the Marlborough A beautiful day cruising along the coast of the Abel Tasman The walk to the Centre of New Zealand starts in Nelson on the
wine region) with its great coffee stop at the Wine Station. National Park. Our start and end point was the beach at banks of the Maitai River at a great coffee stop. The first part is
Then we headed west along the Wairau... Kaiteriteri, west of Nelson. Our cruise boat... a gentle stroll along the...
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Gollum at the WETA Workshop
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_The highlights of bu"r":s,hﬂbrt stay in'Wellington included v'rsiti'ng our Friéndsdenn_y and John, an excellent'tour around the WETA L g
workshop (of Lord of the Rings fame), exploration through the beautiful Wellington Botanic Gardens, and a very confronting visit " !',
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North Island Map
[Map produced using Google Earth Pro]

Swimmer about to take the plunge into Wellington harbour Flowering bottlebrush Wellington Botanic Gardens
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Rose garden from above at the Wellington Botanic Gardens
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Another red rose in Rose Garden
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Statue and water feature in the Begonia House at the Rose

Garden
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Figure in Te Papa's Gallipoli exhibition Figures in Te Papa's Gallipoli exhibition Figure in Te Papa's Gallipoli exhibition
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Figures in Te Papa's Gallipoli exhibition
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Rotorua

Our drive north from Wellington was in heavy rain, so we saw only glimpses of the spectacular volcanic landscape. Our lunch
stop was at Lake Taupo followed by a quick trip to the Huka Falls, before arriving in Rotorua. We had breakfast at the top of the
Gondola and then experienced a sheep breeds show at the Agrodome. Next day we visited Te Puia, an important centre for Maori
crafts and culture, and the adjacent Pohutu geyser field.
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Taupo Map Rotorua Map Huka Falls near Lake Taupo
[Map produced using Google Earth Pro] [Map produced using Google Earth Pro]
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Huka Falls near Lake Taupo Downstream from Huka Falls near Lake Taupo

View from Skyline Restaurant - Gondola cable car
descending towards Rotorua town and lake
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The sheep breeds show at the Agrodome
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Maori Arts and Craft Institute - sculpture student at work Maori Arts and Craft Institute - wood carving students and Maori Arts and Craft Institute - kite sculptures
teacher
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Pohutu geyser

Pohutu geyser
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Bay of Islands

—::,—":‘;‘:" 2 From Rotorua our drive took usto Auckland-(where:some of the tour people left us) and then north-east towards Paihai, our stop
Ty . - . in the-Bay of Islands. Our flight to the'northern tip of New Zealand was cancelled'sowe took a.small ferry across to Russell (the
s early capitalof-New Zealand). We enjoyed a little bus tourasound Russell-and a relaxing walk around the very smalftown:-Russell

is.now a very nice little town-but apparently in the early days it was a really wild lawless place. Later we visited the Waitangi
Treaty Grounds, the site of the very.important treaty between the Maori and the British.
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Back street of Russell, Bay of Islands
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Ferry Wharf at Russell, with Paihai on opposite shore Old Moreton Bay Fig in front of the old Customs House,
Russell, Bay of Islands
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Pompallier Mission, Russell, Bay of Islands Christ Church, Russell, Bay of Islands (oldest church in NZ) Beach near Russell, Bay of Islands
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Restored House, Russell, Bay of Islands Ceremonial War Canoes at Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Bay of Ceremonial War Canoes at Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Bay of
Islands HETE

‘ L
New Zealand, British and United Tribes Flags flying at Carved Meeting House at Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Bay of
Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Bay of Islands HETE
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Back to Auckland

Our trip back to Auckland took us to Whangarei, a lovely town we could have spent more time at, and then to the Kauri Museum
at Matakohe. We also saw a Giant Kauri Tree at the Parry Kauri Park, near Warkworth. On arriving in Auckland we had a quick tour
of the city ending up at the Michael Joseph Savage Memorial Park, at Orakei to the east of Auckland. As it was the last night of
the bus tour we all enjoyed a Farewell Dinner in our hotel. While in Auckland we were able to catch up with our friends John and
Rona at their retirement village and while sightseeing in the rain. Sadly John has since passed away and he will be greatly missed

by friends and family.
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Yachts on Hatea Rlver, Whangarei, Northland

Kauri Museum with section of Kauri tree at Matakohe,
Northland

Giant Kauri Tree at Parry Kauri Park, Warkworth Northland Michael Joseph Savage Memorlal Park, Orakel near Monument to Michael Joseph Savage, Orakei, near Auckland
Auckland

Mlchael Joseph Savage Memorial Park, Orakel near V|ew from Orakei (near Auckland) across Tamaki Strait to View towards Auckland from Orakei
Auckland Rangitoto Island

Farewell Dinner 2 Farewell Dinner 3

Farewell Dinner 4
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South Island Map Golden Bay & Tasman Bay Map
[Map produced using Google Earth Pro] [Map produced using Google Earth Pro]

Remains of old coal wharf on Golden Bay Puponga at western end of Golden Bay Cape Farewell near Puponga

Seascape at Cape Farewell near Puponga i i Birds on Golden Bay tidal flats

Bird on Golden Bay tidal flats i i Seaward side of Farewell Spit - lots of wind and sea

Seal on the beach of Farewell Spit Seal at Fossil Point on Farewell Spit Fossils at Fossﬂ Point on Farewell Spit

Vegetated dunes along Farewell Spit Farewell Spit flotsam Bird on the beach of Farewell Spit

Bird on the beach of Farewell Spit

Farewell Spit Lighthouse with some of our group Shell fragments in concrete path at Farewell Spit Lighthouse

Our bus at one of the lighthouse keepers' houses at Farewell Glimpse of Cape Farewell with split in the arch Yacht moored in Parapara Inlet, Golden Bay
Spit Lighthouse

Bird drylng out on old pier at Parapara Inlet, Golden Bay Takaka Hill with view to the east, across Tasman Bay towards Vlew to the east from Takaka Hill, across Tasman Bay
Nelson towards Nelson

! Picton and Queen Charlotte Sound >
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Island. fourist m The town is situated at the end of Queen Charlotte Sound which
we managed to explore on the mail boat which visits man%ft\he isolated settlements around the Sound. Back in Picton we also

explqred the preserved remains of the Edwin Fox. This vessel is the 9th oldest ship in the world, the oldest surviving merchant
ship, last surviving convict ship that took convi : m
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Nelson-Picton Map Queen Charlotte Sound Map Havelock from Cullen Point, Marlborough
[Map produced using Google Earth Pro] [Map produced using Google Earth Pro]

Pelorus Sound from Cullen Point near Havelock,
Marlborough
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View of ferry terminal from Picton Foreshore Reserve Yacht Harbour from Picton Foreshore Reserve World War | Memorial at entrance to Picton Foreshore
Reserve
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Small commercial vessel on Queen Charlotte Sound Entering Curious Cove, Queen Charlotte Sound
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Getting ready to receive the mail at Erie Bay, Queen Charlotte Fish farm at Oyster Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound Getting ready to receive the mail at Te Rua Bay, Queen
Sound Charlotte Sound
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West Head Light at entrance to Queen Charlotte Sound Large cleared property at Okukari Bay, near eastern end of
Queen Charlotte Sound
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Northern side of entrance to Queen Charlotte Sound with Te Awaiti Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound Long Island (and Arapawa Island behind) from near
North Island in the distance across Cook Strait Resolution Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound
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Lovely trees at Ship Cove, Queen Charlotte Sound Arapawa and other islands in Queen Charlotte Sound from Our mail boat at Ship Cove, Queen Charlotte Sound

Ship Cove
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Westward panorama of Queen Charlotte Sound from Karaka Eastward panorama of Queen Charlotte Sound from Karaka

Point near Whatamango Bay (east of Picton) Point near Whatamango Bay (east of Picton)
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External metal cladding of wooden hull of Edwin Fox, Picton Hull exterior and supporting timbers of Edwin Fox, Picton Roof of shelter and main deck of Edwin Fox, Picton

Mast footing and deck beams in hull interior of Edwin Fox,
Picton
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-

Modified 10 Aug 2024 17:19 - 32 images jAlbum web gallery maker - Tiger

Copyright: Dave Johnson and Anne Molver 2018-2025 -- See also our website

L S C oo

- p— " - e
o e ok
- .bA'b -
A

S —G’:’:M‘

_il -
-
-




i3

Ls

We returned to Nelson via Blenheim (centre o@agh wine region) with i e stop at the Wine Station. Then
we headed west along the Wairau Valley with numerous examples of timber harvesting and vine growing. The climb up to St
Arnaud was quite gradual but we soon reached skiingﬁ?e%’sfélpine—style lodges and saw plenty of snowy peaks. Lake Rotoiti is
very impressive and we even saw hardy swimmers enjoying the (presumably frigid) water. The route down to Nelson was again
quite gradual from mountainous country through quite rich farming areas and eventually to the coastal plains. D
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Anne at the Wine Station at Blenheim, Marlborough Wairau River, Marlborough

Wlde valley of the braided Wairau River Snowy peaks to the south of St Arnaud Walrau VaIIey
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Lake Rotoiti near St Arnaud, Wairau Valley Mountains to the south of Lake Rotoiti near St Arnaud, Distant views of western mountains from route down to
Wairau Valley Nelson
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2 - beautiful day crursmg along the coast of the Abel Tasman National Park. Our start and end point was the beach at Kaiteriteri, . N 5 1~ b .
R r crU|se boat was a twin-hulled vessel equipped with an extendable ramp allowing passengers to readily > ) 3 S &
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e " e A i s

BT = § ' o WA .j_!-,_"—'-L -

- o P LA T

'.‘ I-“‘\i',hw‘." \\ : 5
P :,, ™ %». \ ‘wm Bay

& ,_\,;,. “ - ““ - CZO'O_A
. \ S

!
> ' onga Island
- B Y oY
'™

g : \
- A ™
2 Regd
[~ RN rk Bay
q Abel Tasman National Park ‘ A
i! !'Lﬁ-~ ' Torren} Bay
& £\ «[o"BThe Anchorage eyt .
Abel Tasman cruise Map The beach at Kaiteriteri - start and end point for our Abel The Vista I, our vessel for the Abel Tasman cruise, at
[Map produced using Google Earth Pro] Tasman cruise Kaiteriteri - note the neat extendable ramp allowing for beach
access

Sailing boat framed by Split Apple Rock in Towers Bay, Abel
Tasman

Leaving Kalterlterl W|th views across Tasman Bay to the
mountains east of Nelson

Shags on a rock, Towers Bay, Abel Tasman

Sunbathers and flotsam sculpture, The Anchorage, Torrent
Bay, Abel Tasman
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Seals on Tonga Island, Abel Tasman
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Entrance to Awaroa Bay, Abel Tasman A few terns on the beach at Awaroa Bay, Abel Tasman

Totaranui Beach, Abel Tasman Swimmers at Totaranui Beach, Abel Tasman
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Nelson and Centre of New Zealand

The walk to the Centre of New-Zealand starts in Nelson.on the banks of the Maitai River.at a great coffee stop. The first partis a
gentle stroll along.the Maitai River Walk to the Botanic Sports Field -the site of New Zealand's first game of rugby. The walk
continues on one of several steep paths to the top of Botanic Hill - the Centre of New Zealand. From the top there are excellent
views (on a fine day) of Nelson and its surroundings as well as inland to the south and east. We were fortunate to see examples

of flowering New Zealand Flax and Manuka on our walk.
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Nelson Map
[Map produced using Google Earth Pro]
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Fruit bearing tree on Maitai River Walk, Nelson The Botanic Sports Field - the site of New Zealand's first Ferns on the way up Botanic Hill, Nelson
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On the way up Botanic Hill, Nelson Kauri tree (planted 1951) on the way up Botanic Hill, Nelson The Port of Nelson from top of Botanic Hill, Nelson
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Maitai Valley view from top of Botanic Hill, Nelson Flowering Manuka bushes near top of Botanic Hill, Nelson

Hill, Nelson

Monument at Centre of New Zealand at the top of Botanic
Hill, Nelson
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Gollum at the WETA Workshop



