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“It can’t be anything but good,”
Tonkovich said.

There should be tremendous
carryover of both bucks and does
from last year, when Ohio hunters
in all seasons killed just around
172,000 deet, a drop of 7% from the
previous year.

“You have to go all the way back
to 2001 to find a lower harvest,”
Tonkovich said. “That’s pretty
significant.

“We carried a bunch of deer
forward from last year that will
be underneath treestands, in the
fields, and in the forests,” he said.

Tonkovich said hunter surveys
conducted after the last three deer
seasons indicate something is
going right.

“If you look at the entire sample,
from 2015 to 2018, hunter satisfac-
tion has been increasing every
single year,” he said. “In spite of
the fact that the harvest was down
last year to a level that we haven't
seen in over a decade.”

The hunter survey, a barometer
that Ohio deer biologists lean on
heavily, showed that most of the
hunters who wanted to kill a deer
last year did so, Tonkovich said.

“I think you're going to have
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to work hard to not have a good
season in Ohio this year,” he said.
“The only thing that could throw
us a curveball is that weather
component and the standing corn
component.”

The crop component, though,
likely will be lessened in many
parts of Ohio due to the poor corn
crop in many areas due to late
planting.

Another potential curveball is
that the Division of Wildlife has
confirmed epizootic hemorrhagic
disease indeer in Warren County
in southwest Ohio and Knox
County in the north-central part
of the state.

“We’ve had lots of pictures
coming in from deer all across
the state,” Tonkovich said.
“Unfortunately, there could be
localized (herd) impact if this turns
out to be a sizeable outbreak.”

EHD rears its head about every
tive years in Ohio, according to
Tonkovich. The last time it was
seen in the state was in 2017, which
could be good news.

“We're not in that five-year cycle
right now, if you will,” he said.

Sampling for EHD-positive deer
in the affected areas has been
intense at the Ohio Department of
Agriculture.

“So, I'm hoping (EHD) might not
be a factor,” Tonkovich said. “I'm
hoping it won't be a significant
outbreak like we saw in 2017

There are no big regulation
changes this year, says Tonkovich,
and that too should allow for most
hunters to experience success.

“The regulations have been
conservative enough to allow deer
populations to grow, and that was
by design,” he said. “ ... We had
some of the most conservative
regulations the state has ever seen
in 2015 and 2016. Those gave the
deer population a means to grow.”

The mast crop is still under eval-
uation by the Division of Wildlife,
Tonkovich said, and that too could
play a role in hunter success as it
typically does. A poor mast crop
is good for hunting and vice versa.

“You might just have to work a
little bit harder,” if we get a good
mast crop, he said.

Overall, signs look positive,
Tonkovich said.
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This graphic shows the change in deer kills on public land

since new regulations were put in place.

“I wish I could control every
aspect of the season, like access
and leasing,” he said. “But, the
public land regs will still be in
place and that’s worth mention-
ing”

What that means is that hunt-
ers can take no more than one
antlerless deer per season on
public land. This regulation was
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first put in place last deer season.
And, after deer gun season, only
antlered deer may be legally killed
on public land.

Last year, those regulations
amounted to a 35% reduction in
the total harvest on public land
from the previous year, according
to Division of Wildlife statistics.
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have to travel farther and farther out into the water
because the Lake was so thick and green, it was almost

like pea soup,” he said.

“Our water problems have accumulated over many
years, and it Wlll take a ded1cated long-term commlt—
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The 4R program is summed by employing the “Right

Source of Nutrients at the Right Rate and Right Time
in the Right Place.”

That means best-management practices and preci-

sion agriculture for farmers. Funding is to be avail-
able for equipment and technology that better targets

i fertilizer anvlication and reduces amotinte of fortiliz-



