
Alison V. Bryant, MPA
Director, Church Women United (CWU) Food Pantry

In answering the call to service in June 2007, Alison began serving as the Director of the Church Women United (CWU) Food Pantry, providing “Bags of Blessings” which consist of non-perishable and perishable items to those residents of Irvington who are food insecure and/or just need to supplement food available for their families. Under her leadership, the food pantry became an active and valued member of Meeting Essential Needs with Dignity (MEND), Alison serves as a MEND Advisory Board Member; formerly a Board Member. In addition, she is a member of the Food Health & Equity Coalition of Essex County. The CWU Food Pantry has continued to flourish because of the numerous partnerships that have been established throughout Essex County and beyond due to Alison’s due diligence in helping her neighbors.
Poster model with an Irvington High School student depicting “Humanity in Motion” for NJ Rotary Districts, which was featured on NJ Transit trains and at train station platforms along the Northeast Corridor; this specifically showcased the work of youth engagement at the CWU Food Pantry. 
Other volunteer activities include:
· Secretary, Board of Trustees, Bridges Outreach, Inc. 
· Secretary, Essex County Federation of Democratic Women (ECFDW)
· Member, New Jersey Federation of Democratic Women (NJFDW)
· President, Rotary Club of Irvington
· President, Irvington Chamber of Commerce
· President, Friends of the Irvington Public Library
· Vice President, NJ Library Trustee Association (NJLTA)
· Member, Irvington Zoning Board
· Member, Irvington National Action Network (NAN)
· Ally, Partnership of Allies and Leaders (PALs) Program, Family Promise of Essex County
· Member, Irvington National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
· Celebrity Reader, United Way of Greater Newark
· Liturgical Ministry Leader, Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart
· Commander, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre (EOHS) of Jerusalem
Most current awards received: 
· Township of Irvington 2026 Community Leadership Award 
· Irvington NAACP 2025 Freedom Fund Award for Meritorious Community Servant 
By serving on various boards and committees, Alison is enabled to strengthen and revitalize communities and improve quality of life via advocacy, developing strategic partnerships and alliances with other service providers and community-wide institutions/organizations whose missions and goals are compatible; such as ending homelessness and hunger, promoting health and wellness and literacy.
It’s through her employment and volunteerism that Alison always demonstrates Rotary International’s motto of “Service Above Self” and promotes a democratic process which includes diversity, equity, and inclusion for all persons within the Garden State and the United States of America. 

