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 TIPS TO DO THIS AUTUMN TO 
 MAKE YOUR HOME READY FOR WINTER


After a record-breaking hot summer, the weather is now cooling down and getting ready for winter.  Here are some tips to do to make your home winter ready.

1. Change Your air filters in your HVAC.

2. Clean Your Refrigerator and HVAC Coils.

Now that warm weather is coming to a close, your coils can use a cleaning and a good maintenance check should be done on your HVAC.  This prevents your units from working harder than normal and, like a domino effect, possibly wreak havoc in the future.  You also have coils in the back of your refrigerator.  Just clean with a coil cleaning brush, easy and efficient.

3.  Check for Air Leaks Around Windows

Saving money on electric bills is something we all want.  Do a simple candle test at each window.  Just hold a lit candle and slowly move it around the window fame.  If the candle light moves, just caulk around the areas where it appears to be leaking air.

4.  Check the Insulation in Your Attic – Install more if Needed.

Look inside your attic and see if your insulation is at least 6” thick.  If not, blowing additional insulation will keep your home warmer (or cooler in summer) for those cold winter months.  

5.  Check Out your Outlets, Surge Protectors and Power Cords

Did  you know that electrical appliances are the 4th leading cause of fires in the home?  Just a siple check of your cords and outlets can prevent that fire from possibly occurring.  Make sure the cords are not frayed, torn or too old or that they are bent.   If you are not using a device, this would be the perfect opportunity to unplug that cord, because it will still draw power even though the device is off.

6.  Gutter Cleaning Twice a Year is Crucial to Your Home’s Welfare

Gutters control the flow of rainwater to protect your roof, walls, foundation and landscape.  If neglected, can turn into a nightmare.

The best time to clean your gutters and Fall and Spring.  Fall, after the leaves have fallen, and Spring, after winter has come and gone.  During a cleaning, you should not only remove fallen leaves, sticks, small branches and debris, but also make sure you wash the down spouts for any clogs.  

You might want to get a professional to do this work, since the company will not only clean out the gutters, but also inspect for loose gutter spikes.  The cost is nominal for the time spent.  Remember, more than 240,000 people, each year, go to the hospital due to ladder falls.

7.  Maintain Your Sump-Pump

Regular maintenance is strongly suggested to keep your pump running smoothly.

· Make sure the pump is plugged into a working ground fault circuit and is in good shape.
· The pump should be standing upright.  Vibrations during operation can cause it to fall or tilt and this can jam the float arm so it can’t activate the pump.
· Periodically pour a bucket of water into the pit to make sure the pump starts automatically, and water drains quickly once the pump in on.  If it doesn’t start, have it serviced.
· Pipes should be tightly joined together and draining out at least 20 feet away from foundation.
· Make sure the vent hole in the discharge pipe is clear.

8.  Flush Out Your Water Heater

Regularly flushing out your water heater is an important task.  It gets rid of the gunk and mineral deposits that accumulate making the unit run more efficiently.  Flushing it every two-three years is a suggested minimum time.  If your water heater has never been flushed, you might want to call a professional to do it the first time.

Here are the steps to flushing out your water heater:
a. Turn the knob on the water heater thermostat to “OFF”
b. Turn off the gas line or electricity to the unit.
c. Turn off the cold-water supply (Usually a blue know similar to an outdoor hose spigot).
d. IMPORTANT:  Turn on a hot water tap in a sink or tub This prevents a vacuum from forming in the system while draining the tank.
e. Connect a garden hose to the drainage spigot.  Then turn on the spigot and drain the entire tank.
f. Once drained, turn back on the cold-water supply to flush the tank.  Look for water coming out the hose to be clear and free of sediment.

Pretty simple, isn’t it???

9. Replace Your Inefficient Bulbs with LEDs

LED light bulbs are four times more efficient than incandescent bulbs and last for many years.  
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