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When I sat down with Meredith Burns, Executive Director of Art House Productions, at IMUR 
Gallery, I expected our conversation to focus on Art House's 25th anniversary. As one of Jersey 
City's most influential cultural institutions, Art House Productions has spent a quarter century 
supporting artists through theater, visual arts, public programming, education, and community 
engagement. Under Burns' leadership, the organization has continued to expand its role as a 
catalyst for artistic opportunity and cultural connection throughout the city. 

Instead, our conversation quickly moved beyond anniversary celebrations and organizational 
milestones. We found ourselves discussing a larger question: what makes Jersey City's arts 
community so distinctive? 

Burns did not hesitate. 

"I think that they should know that it's tight knit, but it's also very welcoming and inclusive and 
open to anyone who wants to come." 

That observation captures something many artists, curators, and arts organizations experience 
when they arrive in Jersey City. While the city is often recognized for its diversity, the true 
strength of its cultural community may be its willingness to collaborate. Artists support one 
another. Organizations share resources. Cultural institutions frequently work together toward 
common goals. In an era when many creative communities are increasingly competitive, Jersey 
City has managed to preserve a sense of openness. 
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Throughout our conversation, we reflected on how this differs from neighboring New York City. 
No one would question New York's importance as a global cultural capital. Yet Burns offered a 
perspective that many local artists would immediately recognize. 

"I think you can experiment a little bit more in Jersey City because the pressure is off." 

The statement is not a criticism of New York. Rather, it highlights one of Jersey City's greatest 
advantages. Here, artists are often able to take creative risks, explore new ideas, and develop 
their practice within a community that feels more approachable and supportive. The stakes 
remain high, but the environment can be more forgiving. 

Burns described Jersey City as offering "the best of both worlds." As she explained, "it's a 
smaller market. It's a little more approachable for artists and for gallery owners. But we also have 
access to the best art in the world here and in New York City." 

That balance has helped shape a uniquely vibrant cultural ecosystem. Artists benefit from 
proximity to one of the world's leading art centers while maintaining the relationships and sense 
of community that are often difficult to sustain in larger markets. 

The word ecosystem surfaced repeatedly throughout our discussion. For Burns, collaboration is 
not simply a programming strategy; it is a philosophy of cultural development. 

"For us, it's really about creating an arts ecosystem," she said, one that helps create "economic 
opportunities for artists here in Jersey City and beyond." 

That vision is evident throughout Art House Productions' work. Whether through theater, visual 
arts, public art projects, educational programming, accessibility initiatives, or partnerships with 
local organizations, the institution has consistently positioned itself as a connector within the 
broader cultural community. Its success is measured not only by the programs it produces, but by 
the opportunities it creates for others. 

At IMUR Gallery, we have witnessed the value of this collaborative spirit firsthand. Earlier this 
year, Art House Productions partnered with IMUR on a youth art competition honoring the 
legacy of one of our late artists. The project brought together young creatives, educators, 
families, and community organizations around a shared purpose. It was one example among 
many of how cultural institutions in Jersey City continue to work collectively rather than in 
isolation. 

As Art House Productions celebrates its twenty-fifth anniversary, it is worth remembering the 
environment from which it emerged. Founded during a time when Jersey City's arts scene was 
still developing, Art House was part of a broader movement led by artists, organizers, and 
cultural advocates who believed in building creative spaces for the community. Leaders such as 
Christine Goodman, who founded Art House Productions and later helped shape Jersey City's 
cultural development through her work in municipal arts leadership, were among those who 
helped establish the foundation for the city's evolving arts ecosystem. 
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Burns reflected on the city's arts scene a quarter century ago, describing it as "scrappy," "all 
heart," and deeply rooted in activism. Those early artists, organizers, and volunteers were 
building something that did not yet exist. They were creating an arts infrastructure for a city that 
was still defining its cultural identity. 

That history makes Art House's longevity particularly meaningful. Twenty-five years ago, there 
were few established arts institutions in Jersey City. Today, the city is home to galleries, theaters, 
festivals, public art initiatives, artist-run spaces, and educational programs that collectively shape 
a thriving cultural landscape. 

Burns believes that achievement belongs not only to Art House Productions but to the entire 
community that helped build it. The organization's growth reflects decades of effort by artists, 
volunteers, educators, cultural leaders, and supporters who believed in the importance of 
sustaining the arts locally. 

"It’s special that this small community, this small market has been able to survive and grow and 
change and adapt," she reflected. 

Perhaps that is the true story behind Art House Productions' anniversary. It is not simply the 
story of one organization reaching a milestone. It is the story of a city that has steadily built a 
creative ecosystem through collaboration, resilience, and shared purpose. 

As IMUR Gallery continues its own journey, we recognize many of the same values in our work: 
professionalism, community engagement, artistic excellence, and partnership. Organizations may 
differ in scale and mission, but the health of Jersey City's cultural future depends on a common 
understanding that the arts thrive when we work together. 

In a time when many cultural institutions face uncertainty, Jersey City's example offers an 
encouraging reminder. Strong arts communities are not built by competition alone. They are built 
through trust, collaboration, and a collective commitment to creating opportunities for the next 
generation of artists. 
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Art House Productions is a Jersey City-based nonprofit arts organization dedicated to presenting theater, visual arts, 
public programming, education, and community engagement initiatives.  

Connect with Art House Productions 
Website: www.arthouseproductions.org 
Instagram: @arthouseproductions 
Email: info@arthouseproductions.org 


