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Dear Editor:  

Hello, my name is Vickie Shell and I am the business and promotions manager for Beau Shell, the Lil’ Ice Cream 
Dude. I am writing to 1) introduce you the Lil’ Ice Cream Dude, 2) give you details of his compelling business 
story, and 3) provide some insight into his current achievements and recent media coverage.   

Beau’s legal name is Victor Tracy Shell.  He is 13 years old and is in the 8th grade at Athens Christian School.  He 
lives in Athens, Georgia with his parents, Vincent and Vickie Shell older brother Vincent “Rock” Shell, Jr.  Beau 
is the founder, owner and CEO of his own budding ice cream empire, Lil Ice Cream Dude’s Cool World.  He 
received his original cart as a birthday present on his 8th birthday.  Now in his 6th year of business, he owns and 
operates five carts and two trailers including, the Popsicle, his latest and largest addition to his fleet.  His 
business is growing by the hour as offers and opportunities continue to pour in. He has had to decline several 
offers because he was booked for the entire season. Below please find a list of some of Beau’s work highlights, 
awards and accomplishments.  
 

Work Highlights 

• Worked over 400 events including Festivals/Markets, Fundraisers, and Catered events 

• Recently became the youngest concessionaire to work a UGA Football game in Sanford Stadium 
(business was signed as sub-concessionaire for ARAMARK concessions) 

• Ran a successful crowdfunding campaign on Indiegogo.com (the Popsicle Project) to help raise money 
to customize an enclosed trailer he affectionately calls the Popsicle.   
 

Awards and Recognitions  

• Named Zagat Atlanta’s youngest 30 Under 30 honorees (http://www.zagat.com/v/atlanta/meet-our-
youngest-30-under-30-honoree-lil-ice-cream-dude) 

• Youngest member of the Athens Area Chamber of Commerce and the International Association of Ice 
Cream Distributors and Vendors 

• Recipient of the Warner Family and Friends Outreach Foundation Scholarship 

• Recipient of the Kids Dreaming Big Scholarship by African Pride 

• Featured in several local papers and news media including the Athens Banner Herald, Flagpole, Grady 
News Source, the Red and Black, Oconee Parents Magazine, and the Atlanta Journal Constitution 
Online 

• An established social media presence that includes his website, FaceBook Page, Twitter and Instagram 
 
Please take a moment to learn more about this amazing young entrepreneur.  Beau would be a nice feature 
story for any news outlet.  This press kit includes his bio, a FAQ, information about his services, links to 
previous press coverage (news stories and videos), a sample press release and short story about Beau. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Vickie D. Shell 
Promotions/Business Manager and Mom 
Lil’ Ice Cream Dude LLC  

Beau Shell, Owner and CEO Lil’ Ice Cream Dude 
140 Noketchee Drive; Athens, GA 30601; 706-255-7450 

http://www.zagat.com/v/atlanta/meet-our-youngest-30-under-30-honoree-lil-ice-cream-dude
http://www.zagat.com/v/atlanta/meet-our-youngest-30-under-30-honoree-lil-ice-cream-dude


Who is the Lil’ Ice Cream Dude? 

He is Victor “Beau” Tracy Shell, a 13-year old who 

believes that ice cream should be its own food group! 

Beau (pronounced Bo) believes that he can spread 

happiness with his ice cream and he loves his business. 

He is Athens’ youngest entrepreneur and he is the 

youngest person ever to become a member of the 

Athens Area Chamber of Commerce. He owns and 

operates his own ice cream cart and trailer 

(affectionately named the Popsicle). He is the Lil’ Ice 

Cream Dude and he is in his 3rd year of operation. He 

was recently named one of Zagat’s Atlanta Top 30 

Under 30. This honors recognizes trailblazers and 

“rock stars in the food industry.” He has been named 

an honorary member of the International Association 

of Ice Cream Distributors and Vendors for five 

consecutive years. Also received numerous scholarships 

and business awards including a scholarship from the 

Kids Dreaming Big Scholarship contest sponsored by 

African Pride hair care products.  He was presented 

his award by Real Housewives of Atlanta star, Cynthia 

Bailey.   
 
 

Beau’s Birthday Wish 

This Lil’ Dude has been in business since the age of eight. 

For his 8th birthday, he asked his parents for an ice cream 

cart because he wanted to go into business for himself.  

He expressed a sincere desire to give more to his school’s 

missionary, buy his own toys, help the family, and to be 

able to eat his favorite cool ice cream treats. After 

convincing his parents that he was serious (he was 

extremely persistent), they took the proper steps to get 

his business license and vendor’s permit. With a 

customized ice cream cart that included an ice cream 

freezer and a welded frame and some old bicycle tires, 

Beau was in business. He only worked three events in the 

summer of 2012, but he made $308 in one and he has not 

looked back.  In the summer of 2013, his father built him a 

customized trailer so he could take his cart anywhere he wanted. This trailer allowed him to work nearly 

30 events. These included employee/office Appreciation Days, summer camps, neighborhood parties, 

birthday parties and tailgate parties. He also began public speaking during this summer.  In his first 

speaking appearance he delivered a heartfelt thank you to over 300 members of the Athens Area 

Chamber of Commerce. He also took his cart to an Atlanta Falcon training camp practice in Flowery 

Branch, Ga.   



 

Beau Grows 

By the end of summer 2013, his business had outgrown this 

trailer as well. Knowing that he needed a larger trailer, Beau 

asked his parents to let have an old trailer that was sitting in 

the yard.  They agreed, but warned him he would have to earn 

the money to customize it himself. He agreed. He named the 

trailer the Popsicle and decided to run a crowdfunding 

campaign on Indiegogo to help raise the money to fix up the 

Popsicle.  He was able to raise over $3,000 which was enough 

to help him get the Popsicle up and running. Several individuals 

and companies donated to Beau’s crowdfunding campaign 

including Deborah Knott of the Warner Family and Friends 

Foundation. It was Beau’s idea to place Ms. Knott’s name, along 

with the names of several other individuals and companies on 

the front wall of the Popsicle as a show of appreciation for 

the support.  The Popsicle has helped Beau to work over 300 

events since it was put into operation.  The Popsicle has also 

helped him to earn enough to purchase two additional carts. 

These carts helped him to become the youngest licensed vendor to ever work in Sanford Stadium during 

a UGA football game.   

 

Beau Gives Back 

Beau believes in giving back local organizations in 

his community. This is part of his commitment to 

sharing his success. One of Beau’s original reasons 

for starting his business was to give to his school’s 

missionary fund. To date, beau has given over 

$2500 to his school’s missionary.  When he works 

varsity football games at his school, he donates 

25% of his profit back to the school. After 

recovering from a very serious case of pneumonia in 

2013, Beau made it is mission to give back to 

Sottish Rite Hospital, an Atlanta Hospital that is a 

part of the Children’s Miracle Network. Once he 

reached out to the Children’s Healthcare of 

Atlanta, he was connected to UGA Miracle.  Since 

Beau has becoming a member of UGA Miracle in 

2015, Beau has sold his ice cream to raise over 

$8000.  He has also donated to several other local 

charities and organizations such as the Red Cross, 

the Junior League of Athens, Athens Clarke County 

Mentor Program, and the Diabetes Association.  In 

April of 2018, Beau will participate in the Dancing with the Athens Stars (DWAS) to help raise money 

for Project Safe.  In February 2018, he started a GoFundMe campaign to raise $5,000 so he could treat 

100 STEM girls in his hometown of Athens, GA to a special screening of Disney’s, A Wrinkle in Time.   



Beau Speaks 

Beau also gives back by speaking to youth all over 

Georgia is schools, youth organizations, financial 

literacy programs, and entrepreneurship/leadership 

camps such as entrepreneurship camps at 

Morehouse College and the University of Georgia.  

In addition to speaking in Athens, GA, he has taken 

his ice cream message to Atlanta, Macon, Toccoa, 

Lawrenceville, and Gainesville, GA.  He has spoken at 

entrepreneurship/business conferences for the 

University of Georgia’s Elevate Georgia and the 

University of North Georgia’s StartItUp 

conference, been a featured “spark” at R&B star, 

Usher Raymond’s Start the Spark annual fundraiser.  

In January 2017, Beau was the key youth presenter 

at the Chess and Community annual conference 

where he encouraged the youth in attendance to never give up on their dreams of starting their own 

business and to adapt the mantra of his favorite super hero, Luke Cage, “Always Forward”.  In February 

of 2018, he was chosen a panelist in American Family Insurance’s, Young, Gifted and Dreaming Fearlessly 

campaign highlighting influential youth who are changing the work with their gifts.   

 

Beau, the Author 

Beau recently completed writing his first in 

a series of children’s books that capture 

and explain this journey form Kid CEO to 

successful business man and community 

leader.  “The Coolest Birthday Ever” is 

schedule to be released in November 2017.  

In his first book, Beau will tell the world 

how he became the Lil Ice Cream Dude and 

how his parents helped him start his 

business.  Beau plans to take his book with 

him when he speaks to youth groups all over 

Georgia and the United States.  “The 

Coolest Birthday Ever” was co-written with 

his mom, Vickie. 

 

Beau’s Networks 

Since Beau has been working in his business, he has had the fortune to meet some very influential people 

who have taken a great interest in his story. Included amongst these are R&B Superstar, Raymond 

Usher, Super Bowl Champion and Best Selling Children’s author, Malcolm Mitchell.  He has met CEOs of 

large corporations including Bob Salzwedel of American Family Insurance and Donna Hyland of Children’s 

Healthcare of Atlanta. Each encounter has made Beau more determined to be successful because as he 

states, “with more money and success, I can help more people.”   

 



Beau’s Cool Future 

Throughout this now 6 year journey, Beau is very involved 

with every aspect of his business from tasting and picking 

up ice cream to developing his business plan and completing 

his income taxes. He assists his mom in booking all of events 

and to date he has worked all but one of over 400 events.  

He only missed one because he was extremely sick.  He tries 

to take care of all of his customers with patience and grace. 

When his parents told him he could stop anytime he wanted, 

he responded by saying, “Why would I do that? Successful 

businessmen never give up.” 

 

His love for ice cream and his desire to offer more 

happiness to his customers has naturally urged Beau to 

expand his primarily mobile business to include brick and 

mortar ice cream shops. In April of 2018, Beau will open his 

first ice cream shop, Lil Ice Cream Dude’s Cool World. 

Opening his own ice cream shop will allow Beau to sell a variety of frozen treats including his signature 

and custom ice cream sandwiches, hand dipped and soft serve ice cream, novelty ice cream, Italian Ice, 

rolled ice cream and milkshakes. Having his own ice cream shop will allow Beau the space and equipment 

he needs to develop his own ice cream flavors and ice cream novelties.  It is his deepest desire to 

create, sell and manufacture and affordable and great tasting dairy free, sugar free, and gluten free ice 

for people with food allergies much like his mom.  On November 25th, 2017, Beau took the first step in 

realizing his dream of opening his own ice cream shop.  He held a shop opening in the location of his 

future shop and launched his Kickstarter crowdfunding campaign.  When the Kickstarter campaign closed 

on December 31, 2017, not only had Beau reached his goal of $20,000, but he exceeded it by $1,100.  He 

will use the money he raised to remodel the space and to space and to purchase equipment.    

 

Team Beau 

Beau is the youngest son of Vincent and Vickie Shell.  

He has one older brother, Vincent “Rock” Shell, Jr.  

When he is not working, he enjoys reading, creating 

new things with his Legos, and playing his video 

games.  He also plays golf, soccer, and basketball.  

Whether working or just hanging out, Beau loves 

being with his family and his cousins, Malia, Connie, 

Sam, Kendall, Eli, Khloe, and McKenzie.  Beau’s family 

have been his main source of support during his 

journey and he is forever grateful to them.   

 

 

Please look for Beau at future events.  Visit his website at www.lilicecreamdude.com. Please follow 

him on FaceBook at www.facebook/lilicecreamdudecool and on Twitter and Instagram  

@lilicecreamdude You can also connect with him on LinkedIn.   
 

#alwaysforward #happinessisicecream  #myicecreamlife  #dreamfearlessly 
 

http://www.lilicecreamdude.com/
http://www.facebook/lilicecreamdudecool
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Awards & Recognitions 

Warner Family and Friends Foundation 
Scholarship Winner  

October 2013 and 2014 
This $300 scholarship award recognized Beau for 
his entrepreneurial spirit 

Kids Dreaming Big by African Pride Scholarship 
April 2014 This $500 scholarship award recognized Beau and 

five others for their achievements in their 
communities 

Zagat’s Atlanta 2014 - Top 30 Under 30 Honoree 
August 2014 

This award is the highest recognition and honor 
from the leader of professionals in the food 
industry.  Beau was named to the inaugural class 
of the Zagat Atlanta’s Top 30 Under 30.  He 
became the youngest person ever to receive this 
award.   

UGA Jr Homecoming King October 2016 
 

 

Beau received the highest number of online votes 
to be crowned UGA’s Junior Homecoming King for 
2016.  In his role, he was featured in the 
Homecoming Parade and UGA Dawg Walk.   

 

Lil’ Ice Cream Dude’s Social Media 

 

 

  

 

 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/lilicecreamdudecool 
Twitter and Instagram @lilicecreamdude 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/beaushell 

 

http://lilicecreamdude.blogspot.com/ 

 

www.lilicecreamdude.com 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/beaushell
http://lilicecreamdude.blogspot.com/
http://www.lilicecreamdude.com/


Lil’ Ice Cream Dude in the News 
(links included on website as well: www.lilicecreamdude.com) 

News Stories 

Source & Link Associated Image 

Athens Banner Herald 
(This story also appeared in the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution as well as several other regional papers) 
 
1. http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2013-06-
28/athens-boy-9-runs-own-ice-cream-business 
 

 

Flagpole Magazine 
 

1. http://flagpole.com/food/food-
features/2014/05/28/cool-out-with-the-lil-ice-
cream-dude 
2. http://www.flagpole.com/blogs/grub-
notes/posts/lil-ice-cream-dude-featured-on-zagat-
com 

 

The Red & Black 
 
http://www.redandblack.com/culture/lil-ice-cream-
dude-the-inside-scoop-on-athens-
youngest/article_9d3aaf10-51d3-11e7-91f0-
83fbc51dfa30.html 
 

 

 
Videos & Mixed Media  

Zagat YouTube 
Released: October 7, 2014 
50,000+ views  
 

 

 

 

CTRL + Right Click on image to view video 

http://www.11alive.com/news/local/11-

year-old-runs-successful-ice-cream-

business/129394268 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lilicecreamdude.com/
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2013-06-28/athens-boy-9-runs-own-ice-cream-business
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2013-06-28/athens-boy-9-runs-own-ice-cream-business
http://flagpole.com/food/food-features/2014/05/28/cool-out-with-the-lil-ice-cream-dude
http://flagpole.com/food/food-features/2014/05/28/cool-out-with-the-lil-ice-cream-dude
http://flagpole.com/food/food-features/2014/05/28/cool-out-with-the-lil-ice-cream-dude
http://www.flagpole.com/blogs/grub-notes/posts/lil-ice-cream-dude-featured-on-zagat-com
http://www.flagpole.com/blogs/grub-notes/posts/lil-ice-cream-dude-featured-on-zagat-com
http://www.flagpole.com/blogs/grub-notes/posts/lil-ice-cream-dude-featured-on-zagat-com
http://www.redandblack.com/culture/lil-ice-cream-dude-the-inside-scoop-on-athens-youngest/article_9d3aaf10-51d3-11e7-91f0-83fbc51dfa30.html
http://www.redandblack.com/culture/lil-ice-cream-dude-the-inside-scoop-on-athens-youngest/article_9d3aaf10-51d3-11e7-91f0-83fbc51dfa30.html
http://www.redandblack.com/culture/lil-ice-cream-dude-the-inside-scoop-on-athens-youngest/article_9d3aaf10-51d3-11e7-91f0-83fbc51dfa30.html
http://www.redandblack.com/culture/lil-ice-cream-dude-the-inside-scoop-on-athens-youngest/article_9d3aaf10-51d3-11e7-91f0-83fbc51dfa30.html
http://www.11alive.com/news/local/11-year-old-runs-successful-ice-cream-business/129394268
http://www.11alive.com/news/local/11-year-old-runs-successful-ice-cream-business/129394268
http://www.11alive.com/news/local/11-year-old-runs-successful-ice-cream-business/129394268
http://www.zagat.com/v/atlanta/meet-our-youngest-30-under-30-honoree-lil-ice-cream-dude


 

http://www.cbs46.com/story/37690926/teen-

entrepreneur-to-treat-100-girls-to-the-movies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CTRL + Right Click on image to view video 

 

https://youtu.be/GgSH9FbszTk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CTRL + Right Click on image to view video 
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 FAQ’s 

1. How long has Beau been in business? 

-Beau has been in business for six years: Summer 2012, Summer/Fall 2013, Spring/Summer/Fall 

2014,  Spring/Summer/Fall 2015,  Spring/Summer/Fall 2016, Spring/Summer/Fall 2017. Beau is 

now operating in his 7th year of business.   

 

2. Why did Beau want to start his business? 

-He wanted to make his own money, to give back to his school’s missionary, to help family and he 

wanted to buy his own toys 

 

3. Where does Beau set-up his carts and trailers? 

-Beau does not set up and sell in any one place like a street vendor.  His business is more cater 

oriented as he is booked for events.  He also sells at Festivals and local markets.  He is booked to 

help raise funds for local organizations.  He donates up to 25% of his profits to these organizations 

as well as to his school missionary.  

 

4. How do you book the Lil’ Ice Cream Dude? 

-Beau can be booked by sending a request through his website, calling the contact number, by 

email or by messaging him on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn. After connections have been made, 

clients are scheduled and sent an event agreement.   

 

5. On average, how many events does the Lil’ Ice Cream Dude work? 

-On an average, Beau works 5 to 6 events per week during the summer and 3 to 5 events per week 

in the spring and fall.   

 

6. How many events has Beau worked? 
-The number of events Beau has worked are as follows:  2012 – 3 events; 2013 – 28 events; 2014 – 

76 events, 2015 – 82 events; 2016- 121 events; 2017 – 101 events through September; 2018 15 

events do far 

7. How does Beau spend the money he makes? 
-Beau reinvests in his business by buying supplies and equipment; He pays a small percentage of 

his earnings; -he saves for college; helps out by family; gives money to his school’s missionary 

fund.  It helps build Christian schools in Africa.  He has donated over $5500 to his school’s 

missionary.   

 

8. What made Beau want to start and ice cream business?  

-Beau loves ice cream. It’s his favorite thing to eat.  And, everybody loves ice cream and the ice 

cream truck man.   

 



9. Did Beau really think if this business all by himself?  Yes and he worked hard to convince his 

parents to buy him an ice cream cart for his 8th birthday.    

 

10. What kinds of ice cream does Beau sell?  

-He sells a variety of novelty ice cream bars, popsicles, hand dipped ice cream and Italian Ice.   

 

11. Who helps Beau with his business?  

-The entire family works in Beau’s business. His mother is the business and promotions manager, 

his father is the logistics and warehouse (house garage) manager. His father handles all the 

maintenance and transport of all carts and trailers. Beau’s older brother, Rock, his Grandmother 

and cousins often pitch in to help sell at large events. 

 

12. How does the Lil’ Ice Cream Dude give back to his community?  

-Beau does fundraisers for many local non-profit groups.  He gives 25% of his profits to 

organizations when he sells at their fundraisers.  

 

13. Explain his logos. 

-The logo is computerized drawing of Beau holding his two favorite things ice cream and 

popsicles.  Beau’s mom started calling him the Lil’ ice cream dude.  The new Cool World logo 

captures Beau’s cool personality, his love for ice cream, and his desire to spread happiness all over 

the world.   

 

14. Where are some of the places Beau has sold his ice cream?  

-UGA Women’s Soccer and Football Games, Atlanta Falcons, businesses, summer camps, parties, 

festivals and markets; youth entrepreneurship camps.   

 

15. What does Beau hope to accomplish with his business?   

-Beau hopes to learn enough about business to be successful businessman and millionaire.  He also 

wants to create a business that other families can model to help their children become 

entrepreneurs.   

 

16. What does Beau do when he is not working in his business?  

-He reads, plays with Legos, and plays video games with his friends.  

 

17. What are some his other interests?   

-Beau loves basketball, football, soccer and golf.  He hasn’t played football since having a severe 

pneumonia case in the spring of 2013.  His also loves NASCAR, video games, and anything Star 

Wars.   

 

18. What are Beau’s long-term plans for his business?  

-Beau wants to eventually franchise his business and develop fun and tasty ice cream and ice pop 

alternatives for those who are diabetic and lactose intolerant.   In 20178Beau will open his first ice 

cream shop he will name, Lil Ice Cream Dude’s Cool World.   



 

 

 


