
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 
 
46 Bel bows down, Nebo stoops low; their idols are borne by 
beasts of burden. The images that are carried about are 
burdensome, a burden for the weary. 
2 They stoop and bow down together; unable to rescue the 
burden, they themselves go off into captivity.  
3 “Listen to me, you descendants of Jacob, all the remnant of the 
people of Israel, you whom I have upheld since your birth, and 
have carried since you were born. 
4 Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will 
sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will 
sustain you and I will rescue you. 
5 “With whom will you compare me or count me equal? To whom 
will you liken me that we may be compared? 
6 Some pour out gold from their bags and weigh out silver on the 
scales; they hire a goldsmith to make it into a god, and they bow 
down and worship it. 
7 They lift it to their shoulders and carry it; they set it up in its 
place, and there it stands. From that spot it cannot move. 
Even though someone cries out to it, it cannot answer; it cannot 
save them from their troubles. 
8 “Remember this, keep it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels. 
9 Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. 
10 I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient 
times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I 
will do all that I please.’ 
11 From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a 
man to fulfill my purpose. What I have said, that I will bring about; 
what I have planned, that I will do. 
12 Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted, you who are now far from 
my righteousness.  
13 I am bringing my righteousness near, it is not far away; and my 
salvation will not be delayed. I will grant salvation to Zion, my 
splendor to Israel.     Isaiah 46:1-13 (NIV) 
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THIS WEEK and NEXT 
 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 5 
9:00 am  Sunday Adventures, Faith Café 
10:00 am  Worship 
11:00 am  Advent Festival 
 
MONDAY DECEMBER 6 
9:00 am  Men’s Bible study 
 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 7 
9:00 am  Staff   7:00 pm  Session 
 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8 
8:30 am  Prayer Warriors 
3:00 pm  KidZone, Frontline 
6:00 pm  Highlife   7:00 pm  Choir 
 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 11 
1:00 pm  Choir 
 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 12 
9:00 am  Sunday Adventures, Faith Café 
10:00 am  Cantata 
 
MONDAY DECEMBER 13 
9:00 am  Men’s Bible study 1:00 pm  PWSC meeting 
 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 14 
4:00 pm  Food Pantry Directors meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 15 
8:30 am  Prayer Warriors 
3:00 pm  KidZone, Frontline 
6:00 pm  Highlife 
 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 16 
NO Days for Girls 
6:30 pm  By Faith Prayer 
 

PLEASE PRAY for the following people:  Sally Rickenbach 
(Sandy Maiden’s sister), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & 
Sandy’s son), Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Marilyn 
Stegenga.   If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like 
us to pray for today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and 
hand it to an usher as they go up and down the aisles during our 
first song. 
 
For the month of December, we are collecting pasta and pasta 
sauce.  Please consider shopping for these items so we can 
STOCK THE SHELVES of the ecumenical food pantry at First 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
OUR ADVENT FESTIVAL IS TODAY... immediately following our 
worship time together, please come downstairs and join us for a 
yummy sloppy joe lunch, decorate Christmas cookies, put together 
crafts, watch a classic Perry Como Christmas special in the 
Starlight Theater, play Christmas bingo and you can write out some 
Christmas cards for soldiers overseas. There is plenty of FUN to go 
around and for all ages! 
 
Do you like snacks? How about playing table games? Or 
coloring? KIDZONE has a great opportunity for you to serve from 
2:55 - 4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays! It's FUN and the kids are 
GREAT!!! Contact Dean Christianson if you're interested and able 
to help out! 
 
Believe it or not, the second half of the KidZone year is right around 
the corner, so we have the COOKIE WALL OF NEEDS up again 
across from the kitchen. If you can help us out by baking or buying 
6 dozen cookies or bars, please grab a week off the bulletin board, 
fill it out and take the reminder half home with you and put the other 
half in the cookie jar! The cookie is and always will be an integral 
part of our KidZone ministry and snack time! THANKS! 

 
There will be NO KidZone on December 22, 29 or January 5. There 
will be NO Faith Cafe or Sunday Adventures on December 26 
and January 2. 
 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
A Place to Belong!             

 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE   
             
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
 
*GATHERING MUSIC 
 He Will Reign Forever More 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE 2nd Advent CANDLE 

*O Come, All Ye Faithful (vs 1) 
Lighting of the Candle and Invocation     
   David & Bonnie Jensen and grandchildren  
*O Come, All Ye Faithful (vs 2) 

 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too  
real to hide, and too deep to undo.  Forgive what our lips 
tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and 
what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment.  Set 
us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a 
future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to 
grow more and more in your likeness and image;  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
  

Please take a moment for a personal confession of sin. 
 
                           
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
 Knowing Christ has established peace between us and 
the Father, we can also have peace with one another through the 
power of His Spirit.  You can extend this peace to someone by 
simply saying, “peace in Christ” or just a warm hello! 
 

 
 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
*HYMN 
 Green #92   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (vs 1,3,4) 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
  
SERMON   
 Isaiah 46:1-13 (NIV)         
 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
 Come, Share in This Feast of Love 
 
 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 Invitation to the Table 
 Table Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 
 
*HYMN      

Green #4   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (vs 1-4) 
 
 

*COMMISSION and BENEDICTION  
 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Go Now in Peace 
    
 
*POSTLUDE 


