Our Passage for Today: Luke 8:4-15

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to
Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out
to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky
ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had
no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it
and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up
and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.”
When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them
hear.”
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The
knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to
you, but to others I speak in parables, so that,
“‘though seeing, they may not see;
though hearing, they may not understand.’
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God.
12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may
not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the
ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have
no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall
away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear,
but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches
and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil
stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word,
retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.
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Prelude
Ringing of the Bell

While we greet one another with the peace of Christ, all kids
kindergarten thru 5th grade are dismissed out the Sanctuary’s side
door (near the elevator) for Kids Church. Our staff and volunteers will
lead them through age-appropriate worship and Bible lessons.
Choir Anthem

* Opening Worship

Amazing Grace

Prayer of Thanksgiving

* Prayer of Adoration
Welcome and Announcements
* Hymn #382

Kids Church

Be Thou My Vision (v 1-4)

* Prayer of Confession
All: Eternal God,
in whom we live and move and have our being,
whose face is hidden from us by our sins,
and whose mercy we forget
in the blindness of our hearts:
cleanse us from all our offenses,
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,
that we may draw near to you,
confessing our faults and confiding in your grace,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
Please take a moment to personally confess your sins to God.
* Assurance of Forgiveness
* The Peace of Christ
Because we have been granted peace with God, we extend that
same peace to those around us with a warm greeting and welcome.

Sermon

Following the Word of God

Luke 8:4-15

Prayers for the Church, City, and World
* Hymn #275

How Firm a Foundation (v 1-4)

* Benediction
* Benediction Response

Go Now In Peace

Postlude

* Please stand if you are able.

Welcome, guests! After our worship service, please join us
downstairs in Westminster Hall for coffee fellowship.
We invite you to give back the gifts God has given you for the sake of
His Kingdom work. You can give your offering at one of the wooden
“Offertory” boxes inside the sanctuary or by the church offices.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity!
Hearing devices are located on the tables near the sanctuary doors.

PLEASE PRAY for the following people: Sue Hahlen, Buck Risnes
(Carol Jolly’s son), Charlie Marlin (Butch & Carolyn Westrum’s
friend), Roberta Lembke (Dave & Lori Lembke’s sister-in-law),
Elizabeth Rush, Dick Polley, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Siglinda Kleih, Sally Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister). If you
have a PRAYER CONCERN, please fill out a prayer card from your
pew back and place it in the offering box outside the office.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
September 26 Siglinda Kleih
September 28 Jared Poole, Carmen Radke
September 29 Lynn Rothmeier, Eloise Adams
September 30 Alex Dulitz, Rowan Kraft
October
1 Allison Ciota, Butch Westrum
START YOUR CHRISTMAS BOXES! It’s not too early to start your
Christmas boxes. With all of the dislocated people from Ukraine and
problems with crops and access to grain in Africa this winter, it will be
important to send as many boxes as possible. Let’s show that we
care! School supplies are readily available now so it is a good time
to start.
PWSC is hosting an ALL CHURCH FALL POTLUCK next Sunday
October 2 immediately following the worship service. Last names
beginning with letters A-M, please bring a hot dish; last names
beginning with letters N-Z, please bring a cold dish. Dessert and
beverage will be provided by PWSC. This is a wonderful time of fun,
food and great fellowship!
SUNDAY NIGHT WORSHIP continues tonight at 6:00 pm in the
Chapel downstairs. Pastor Charles will lead us as we explore the
question "Is there a God?" with discussion, worship, and prayer.

THIS WEEK AND NEXT
Join in what God’s doing here at First Presbyterian!
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 28
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
3:00 pm KidZone
5:45 pm Confirmation
6:00 pm Highlife
SUNDAY OCTOBER 2
9:00 am Faith Cafe
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fall Potluck
6:00 pm Sunday Night Worship
MONDAY OCTOBER 3
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
3:00 pm KidZone
5:45 pm Confirmation
6:00 pm Highlife
7:00 pm Choir
For more information on these events, please contact the church
office at (507) 373-2035 or email churchoffice@firstpres.us.
The WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY will begin tomorrow night
at 7:00 pm in the Multipurpose room. We will begin with a short study
of the Lord’s Prayer and continue on with a Tony Evan’s series, The
Names of God. Please consider this wonderful opportunity!

