
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 
with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave 
you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will 
not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you 
also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my 
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 25 “All this I have 
spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid.       John 14:15-20; 25-27 
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PRAYER CORNER:  Please pray for the following people:  Sally 
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk, 
Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray, Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, your 
PNC. 
 
FAITH CAFE is continuing to meet throughout the summer, 
HOWEVER, we will not meet NEXT SUNDAY, May 30th as it is the 
Memorial Day weekend. See you again on June 6th. 
 
Kids 3-5th grade (this past year) are invited to attend the AFTER 
HOURS LOCK-IN on Friday, June 11th from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. 
These Lock-Ins are a BLAST and you don't want to miss it!  There 
will be games, food, and lots of surprises! This epic event is FREE 
and kids are encouraged to invite friends, but you do need to make 
reservations online https://form.jotform.com/70935466402154 or call  
373-2035. Only 20 spots are open, so sign up asap!!! 
 
Our June GR.O.W. (GRace On Wednesday) is Wednesday, June 9th 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel. This is a perfect time for the whole family 
to come and worship with contemporary music and a short 
devotional or object lesson. Hope to see you there! 
 
DAYS FOR GIRLS…Ladies come join us Thursday, May 20th from 9 
a.m. until noon as we work together on this important and fun project 
together!  You don’t need to know how to sew to help.  If you can 
sew and can bring your own sewing machine, that would be helpful 
also.  Even an hour or two will make a huge difference in the lives of 
women overseas! 
 
SHINEFEST HELPERS WANTED 
The week of May 24th – 28th is Shinefest week.  We will be doing 
yard work, small paint jobs, and minor home repair for low-income 
people.  We need helpers.  Dave Vanderploeg and Erwin Hill are in 
charge of one of the jobs.  If you can help any day, show up at 
Valley Park (corner of Sheridan & Valley Ave) between 5:00 and 
5:30 for a sandwich and instructions.  Call Erwin 373-0840 or Dave 
383-4981 if you have any questions. 
 
 



SERMON NOTES: MAY 23, 2021 
GOD’S LARGER STORY 

JOHN 14:15-20, 25-27; ACTS 1: 1-9 
 

 
1.  PERSONAL PRESENCE  
…the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives 
with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I 
will come to you.  John 14: 17-18 
 
2.  PROTECTOR (ADVOCATE) 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of 
truth.  John 14:16-17a   
 
3.  PROFESSOR (TEACHER) 
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.  John 14:26                                                                                                     
 
4.  PROMOTER (WITNESS) 
When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he 
will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have 
been with me from the beginning.  John 15:26-27 
 
5.  EM-POWERER 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8   
 

NOTES 

 
 
 



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 23, 2021 
                                      GOD’S LARGER STORY 

JOHN 14:15-20, 25-27; ACTS 1: 1-9 
 
MONDAY, MAY 21                                                                                                                 Read also 
Acts 2 
 
…the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for  
he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.                      John 
14:17-18 
 
As Christians, we believe that God is one Being, yet exists as three distinct Persons. The Spirit is God and 
deserves the same reverence and worship as the Father and the Son. Yet, the Spirit seems more mysterious to 
us than the other two. Perhaps it’s because we can picture the Father and the Son and we can understand what 
the Father and Son do. Perhaps too the word spirit conjures up ghostly images, which conjure up the deadly 
fear many human beings have of the spiritual realm. Yet, the Spirit appears everywhere in the Bible, 
“hovering” over the waters at creation; inspiring prophets, priests and kings to speak the Word of God; serving 
as the power that conceives a human being that is also God and empowering him for his work; filling the 
church and sending it out to witness; and serving as the living connection between God and his people. Perhaps 
the reason the Spirit seems mysterious is because the Spirit works behind the scenes, doing the “undercover” 
work in the souls of men and women. He never draws attention to himself but always points to the Father and 
the Son. The best way we can overcome our confusion is to begin with the fact that the Spirit is indeed God 
and, like the Father and the Son, loves us, cares for us and wants us to love and know him too. 
 
Prayer: Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me, Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. Melt me, mold me, Fill 
me, use me. Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. Amen (Spirit of the Living God. Hymns for the Family of God, 
#155) 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 22                                                                                                    Read also 
John 15 
 
When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the 
Father, he will testify about me.                                                                                                        
   John 15:26 
 
Many of us might remember Rick Warren’s famous credo for Christian living, “It’s not about me!” This credo 
also perfectly describes the role of the Holy Spirit: to bring glory and praise to the Son. First, the Spirit served 
the Son throughout his earthly life, from the moment when he was “conceived by the Holy Spirit” to the 
Spirit’s descent on him at his baptism, to the powerful things he said and did, and even in his sacrifice for us 
(Hebrews 9:14). Second, the Spirit now acts as Jesus’ representative, a helper, supporter, advocate, and 
encourager. He testifies about Jesus to us through the gospel, unites us to him by faith, and indwells us to 
change us into his likeness. The Spirit’s task is like a light pointed toward Christ, so that it is Christ, not the 
Spirit, whom we see. As J.I. Packer puts it, “In the gospel message, Jesus is set before us throughout, saying, 
‘Come to me; follow me.’ In our conscience, as we hear the gospel with the inner ear of faith, the Spirit, 
standing behind us as it were to throw light over our shoulder on to Jesus, constantly urges: Go to him; deal 
with him. So we do—and it is this that makes our life Christian.”1  
 
Prayer: Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; Wean it from earth thorough all it pulses move; Stoop to my weakness, 
mighty 

 
1Packer, J. I.: Growing in Christ. Wheaton, Ill. : Crossway Books, 1996, c1994, 
S. 72 



as Thou art, And make me love Thee as I ought to love. Amen (Verse 1, Spirit of God, Descend upon My heart. Hymns 
for the  
Family of God, # 146) 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 23                                                                           Read also John 4:19-26; 1 
Peter 2 
 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the 
Spirit of truth.                                                                                                                                                        
John 14:16-17a 
 
One of the breathtaking changes that took place with the advent of Christ concerns the place where God 
“dwells”. In the Old Testament, God was said to dwell in the tabernacle and later the temple. The people went 
to meet God in a particular place. When Christ came, God made a new temple, not a building in a particular 
place, but literally, his people; literally, you and me. The Bible teaches that when we give our lives to God 
through Jesus, the Holy Spirit actually moves in and becomes like a permanent house guest in our hearts and 
minds, the personal presence of God himself in our lives. The wonderful part about this is that we can have 
personal fellowship with God, no matter where we are or in what situation we are. This does not mean we do 
not have to go worship with other believers at church, but it does mean that God is with us wherever we are. 
We are never by ourselves, even when we feel most alone and abandoned, even when we ourselves have been 
most rebellious and sinful. The Holy Spirit is our counselor, our comforter, our teacher, our strength and our 
joy. He constantly reminding us of the forgiveness and love God has for us in Christ and, most of all, that we 
are his children forever. Take a moment to thank our Lord for his presence in your life. Take a moment just to 
enjoy him who is your Lord and your friend.  
 
Prayer: Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew, That I may love what Thou dost love, And do what Thou 
wouldst do. Amen. (Verse 1, Breathe On Me Breath of God, Hymns for the Family of God, #161) 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 24                                                                                                     Read also Revelation 
3:14-21 
 
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.                                                                                            
     John 14:26                                                                         
                                                                                                                                           
The Holy Spirit is a lot like a cleaning service for our spiritual house. He constantly works to pick up the 
clutter and clean up the different rooms. There are the closets where we hold onto the habits of our old lives. 
There is the den where we spend much of our time filling our minds with empty entertainment or harmful 
images. There is also the basement where we nurse our deepest resentments and grudges. The Spirit has the 
“annoying” habit of not only telling us what not to do in our house but what to do with our house. One of the 
reasons why many Christians have so little sense of the Spirit in their lives is that, though we like the comfort 
the Spirit brings, we do not want him too close. That makes us uncomfortable. We do not want the Spirit to 
begin changing our habits or agenda. Through willfulness or disobedience or simple unbelief, we often keep 
the Spirit locked up in our living room or push him out of our house altogether. The Spirit of the Lord is at 
your door knocking. Won’t you let him back in?   
 
Prayer: Take Thou our minds dear Lord, we humbly pray; give us the mind of Christ throughout each day, Teach us to 
know the truth that sets us free; Grant us in all our thoughts to honor Thee. Amen ( Verse 1,Take Thou Our Minds, Dear 
Lord. Hymns for the Family of God, #467) 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 25                                                                                  Read also John 7:37-39; Romans 
8:1-16 
 



But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.                                                                            
         Acts 1:8 
 
The Day of Pentecost is about God telling a larger story. God began with one people, one place and one 
language.  Now God does something new.  He says to the disciples, "You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and indeed the whole world."  Through the church, God not only speaks Hebrew, but hundreds 
of languages. Through the Church, God not only gives the Holy Spirit to a few, but gives the Spirit to everyone 
who believes. At Pentecost God re-birthed his people so that everyone who confesses the name of Christ 
becomes part of the people of God.  How do you fit into God’s larger story? 
 
Prayer: What is the larger story you are telling in this world and in my life, Lord? Please show me and help me 
join in. Amen. 
 



A Place to Belong! 
 

                         
ORGAN PRELUDE                                                
                                                 
RINGING OF THE BELL                                                   
 
*GATHERING MUSIC 
 Green #247   Spirit of the Living God (sing twice) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader:  Holy, holy, holy! Early in the morning our song shall 
    rise to Thee! 
People:  Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, Blessed 
    Trinity. 
Leader:  Only thou art Holy! There is none beside Thee. 
People:  Perfect in power, in love and purity! 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE    

Green #262   Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS           Pastor Chris Carlson 
 
*PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 Henry Russell Riskedahl 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostle’s Creed 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty from there He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
HYMN  
 Green #252   Sweet Sweet Spirit 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                   Dean Christianson 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
 John 14:15-20; 25-27 
 
  
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 All Creatures of Our God and King  
 Deb Cooper, Sue Jorgensen, Lisa Sturtz 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
MESSAGE         Pastor Chris Carlson 
 God’s Larger Story 
 Acts 1:1-9 
 
 
*HYMN OF RESPONSE 
 Green #259   Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
 
 
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
 
God’s Blessings on Henry and his parents Jade & Ashley.  
Henry’s sponsors are Darin & Kia Harries, Faith Sorum and Justin 
Sorum.   
 


