
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 
with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave 
you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will 
not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you 
also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my 
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my 
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them 
and show myself to them.”   John 14:15-21 
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SERMON NOTES—MAY 30, 2021 
                         TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: 
                 WHEN THE FACTS DON’T MAKE SENSE 

DANIEL 1:1-21 
 
1. Never Doubt in the Dark What God Has Said in the Light 
And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, 
along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These 
he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in 
the treasure house of his god.   Daniel 1:2 
                                                                                            
 
2. Face the Facts of Your Circumstances Head On. 
Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to 
bring into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the 
royal family and the nobility—4 young men…qualified to serve 
in the king’s palace.   Daniel 1:3-4 
 
 
3. Guard Your Heart and Minds.  
The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; 
and to Azariah, Abednego.   Daniel 1:7 
 
 
4.  God Never Drives a Parked Chariot. 
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and 
wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile 
himself this way.   Daniel 1:8 
 
 
5.  Obedience Leads to God’s Power and Presence.   
In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the 
king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all 
the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.                                                                          
Daniel 1:20 
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us to determine to live for him in every area of our lives. You might 
protest, “I am just an ordinary person. I can’t do big things like Daniel 
did.” That is just the point. Daniel started small and then God used 
him for great things later. Determine to live for God now in the small 
things. Be faithful in them and then see what God will do in your life. 
You might be in for a huge surprise!   
 
Prayer:  Lord, help me see that obedience to you begins in the small 
things and that if I am obedient in small ways, you will use the 
strength gained in those times to help in the harder times later.  
Amen.  
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 4                      Read also John 14:15-31                                                                                                
 
In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king 
questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the 
magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.   Daniel 1:20                                                                          
 
Daniel is the story of the world’s people and culture and God’s people 
and culture. But it is also the story of men who choose to live for God 
when things don’t make sense, when it looks like God has abandoned 
them and his people. The first choice these young men make is to 
start with themselves. They choose to live holy lives in obedience to 
God. This choice of obedience above all others gave them the power 
to take powerful stands and do amazing things in the face of secular 
forces that sought to destroy them at every turn.  It changed them 
from the inside out. Nebuchadnezzar saw the change when he 
interviewed them. They were not “better” because they were better 
educated, more talented or superior intellectually. They were better 
because their obedience filled them with God and made them strong. 
Though Nebuchadnezzar did not know it, he saw God in them shining 
through. Jesus tells us the same thing, “Anyone who loves me will 
obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them.” Obedience fills us with his Spirit and 
gives us strength to face any darkness that comes our way.  
 
Prayer:  Lord, help me see the necessity of living a holy life, not 
legalistically, but because it pleases you and empowers me to live for 
you, especially in the dark times. Amen.                                                    

 
 
 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 30, 2021 
        TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHEN THE         
                     FACTS DON’T MAKE SENSE 
                                 DANIEL 1:1-21 
 
MONDAY, MAY 31                 Read also 2 Kings 24 & 25                                                   
 
And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along 
with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off 
to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of 
his god.   Daniel 1:2 
 
In many books of the Bible, you can find the theme of the whole book 
right at the beginning. Daniel is one those books. Nebuchadnezzar, 
the King of Babylon, invaded Judah for the first time in 605 B.C. and 
forced the capitulation of Jerusalem. One of the main things he did 
was remove the holy articles dedicated to the service of Yahweh in 
the temple in Jerusalem to the temple of his god in Babylon. In doing 
so, Nebuchadnezzar was making a clear statement, “You Jews boast 
that Yahweh is all-powerful. Conquering Jerusalem and moving the 
holy articles proves that I and my god are superior.” It is this struggle 
between the true God and false gods, between God’s power and the 
world’s powers, between faith and unbelief, that is the theme of the 
whole book of Daniel. The message of Daniel is that despite the 
appearance that evil is winning, and despite terrible suffering of God’s 
people, God is still in charge and will triumph in the end. Daniel still 
speaks powerfully today. Secular forces are doing their best to drive 
God out of the public square. Christians are subject to ridicule, fines, 
and even jail. In some countries choosing Christ is a choice of life or 
death.  Daniel says that dark times do come, but never doubt in the 
dark what God has said in the light.  
 
Prayer: Lord, help me not to be overcome by circumstances or my 
feelings. Help me trust what you have said, even when what I see and 
feel seem to contradict it. Help me remember you are faithful no 
matter what happens. Amen. 
 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 1                Read also Psalm 137; Jeremiah 1:1-22                                                                                                       
 
Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring 
into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and 



the nobility - young men…qualified to serve in the king’s palace.                                
Daniel 1:3-4 
 
Over a twenty year period, King Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah 
three times. During the first, in 605 B.C., not only did he take away the 
most valuable articles from the temple, he also took the “best and 
brightest” young men to serve him. The last time he came, he finished 
the job by destroying Jerusalem, burning God’s temple, and deporting 
much of the population back to Babylon and other places. The 
prophets had declared that God would protect Jerusalem and his 
temple. It was his city and his temple. How could God let this happen: 
pagans robbing the temple, God’s people enslaved, lives destroyed? 
It appeared that God had abandoned them. Certainly Daniel and his 
friends must have felt this. Essentially they became slaves and were 
taken away from everything they knew: their country, their families, 
their God and their culture. As time went on, it only got worse. They 
could have given up, but they did not. They did what God’s people 
must do when things don’t make sense. They did not trust in 
appearances. They were not led by their feelings. They did not deny 
their situation or gloss it over with platitudes. They faced it, as it was, 
and trusted that God was still with them, still loved them, and would 
guide and protect them in the darkness in which they found 
themselves.  
 
Prayer: Lord, help me to face situations and circumstances I face 
head on, not with platitudes or despair, but with steadfast courage and 
trust that you are always with me and always love me. Amen 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2             
Read also Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 3:14-21. 
 
The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to 
Azariah, Abednego.   Daniel 1:7                                                                                                    
 
The initial experiences of the exiled young men were intended to blot 
out of their minds the remembrance of the true God and their 
homeland. They were given three years of indoctrination into the 
language and culture of Babylon, which included alluring delicacies of 
food and lifestyle. Even more significant, their names were changed. 
The Hebrew names of the four young men were Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael, and Azariah. Daniel means “God is my judge” and Mishael 
(both containing the syllable el, which means God) means “Who is like 
God?” Hananiah and Azariah both contain the name Yahweh and 
mean, “Yahweh is gracious” and “Yahweh is my helper” respectively. 
The new names, Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
all contain references to two of the gods of Babylon. In one form or 
another, the world has always attempted to indoctrinate people 
against the true God. In our own country, God is being driven out of 
schools, universities and the public square. More and more, believers 
are allowed to express faith only as long as they do so within the four 
walls of the church. If not, watch out! For these four young men, the 
attempted indoctrination and changes in their lifestyles accomplished 
nothing in the end. The king could change their names but not their 
minds and hearts, because their hearts and minds were wholly given 
over to God. Their story tells us what faith and commitment look like 
even when powerful forces attempt to destroy them and how, in the 
end, God works and wins through them.  
 
Prayer: Lord, there are so many influences and temptations constantly 
trying to turn my heart away from you. Help me recognize them and 
reject them and keep my focus on you and your will. Amen.  
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 3               Read also Luke 16:10-15                                                          
 
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, 
and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this 
way.   Daniel 1:8                                                                                                                                
 
How do you react to this? Do you see it as a very small thing, perhaps 
a sign of immaturity (Daniel was only sixteen), or even worse, ignorant 
legalism? After all, we learn very quickly in this world that we have to 
“go along to get along.” Keeping the Jewish dietary laws seems small 
in the scheme of things. There are much bigger fish to fry in trying to 
live for God in such a secular environment. Well, it was a small thing, 
but that is precisely the point. For it is in the small matters that great 
victories are won. Daniel had very little control of his life at this point. 
He could not do much, but he could do this! He could resist. He could 
be different. He could live for God in this small way. Many of us think 
that as long as we keep away from the big things (murder, adultery, 
stealing) we are basically all right. We know we are not perfect, but 
we are not bad people either (comparatively). However, God wants 
our lives to count for so much more.  What God wants is for each of  
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ORGAN PRELUDE 
                                                     
                                                    
RINGING OF THE BELL 
                                                   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 God Bless America 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader:  Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord 
    with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
People:  We know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us, 
    and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his  
    pasture. 
Leader:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
    give thanks to him and praise his name. 
People:  For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his 
    faithfulness continues through all generations. 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE    

Green #573   God of our Fathers 
 
 
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS           Pastor Chris Carlson 
 
 
*PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
*HYMN 

 Green #382   Be Thou My Vision 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 Canon in D 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
 John 14:15-21 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
MESSAGE         Pastor Chris Carlson 
        Trusting God in the Dark: When the Facts Don’t Make Sense 
 Daniel 1:1-21 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
 Green #379   Take My Life 
 
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
*Please stand if you are able. 
 
Please pray for the following people:  Sally Rickenbach (Sandy 
Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk (son of Jim & Linda), Siglinda 
Kleih, Adam Murray (son of Rich & Sandy), Peter Rush, Chuck 
Whitcome, Dick Polley, your PNC. 
 
Our June GR.O.W. (GRace On Wednesday) is Wednesday, June 9th 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel. This is a perfect time for the whole family 
to come and worship with contemporary music and a short devotional 
or object lesson. Hope to see you there! 
 
Kids 3-5th grade (this past year) are invited to attend the AFTER 
HOURS LOCK-IN on Friday, June 11th from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. These 
Lock-Ins are a BLAST and you don't want to miss it!  There will be 
games, food, and lots of surprises! This epic event is FREE and kids 
are encouraged to invite friends, but you do need to make 
reservations online https://form.jotform.com/70935466402154 or call  
373-2035. Only 20 spots are open, so sign up asap!!! 


