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Immediately following church TODAY is our ALL CHURCH PICNIC
served by First Pres staff. We will be serving a Subway sandwich,
chips, cookie and beverage. Please stay and enjoy the food and the
fellowship!

Please add to your prayers the following people: Sally
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk (Jim &
Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, your PNC.
WANTED: Dependable adult to be our Nursery Director for
Sunday mornings during our Sunday School and Worship hours.
This is a paid position and you will have the fun experience of
working with our youngest church attendees and supervising
additional paid nursery workers. You will not miss worship, as you
will have TV to watch the livestream each week. For more
information, contact Dean Christianson (373-2035)
or deanfirstpres@gmail.com.
WANTED: Dependable teens or adults to be Nursery Workers for
Sunday mornings during our Sunday School and Worship hours.
These are paid positions and you will have the fun experience of
working with our youngest church attendees and working under an
adult Nursery Supervisor. You will not miss worship, as you will have
TV to watch the livestream each week. For more information, contact
Dean Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com.
At ANCHORED VBS, kids (K-5th grade) will go on an underwater
adventure where they'll discover that God is faithful! This VBS is
filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, and
touch. Team-building games, cool Bible songs, and multisensory
Bible adventures are just a few of the activities that help faith flow
into real life. So set aside, Saturday, July 17. The fun starts at 9:00
a.m. and will end at 3:00 p.m. (lunch is included). And as always,
VBS is FREE! So register the kids and their friends online as well as
registering to serve: https://www.myvbs.org/firstpresal

SERMON NOTES—JUNE 13, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHEN THE FIRE GETS HOT!
DANIEL 3:1-27
1. Don’t be surprised.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before
you in this matter. Daniel 3:16
2. Don’t be a victim.
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is
able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your
Majesty’s hand. Daniel 3:17
3. Trust in God’s sovereignty.
But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty,
that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold
you have set up. Daniel 3:18
4. Count on God’s presence.
He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire,
unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the
gods.” Daniel 3: 25
5. Anticipate God’s Glory.
Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel
and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the
king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather
than serve or worship any god except their own God.”
Daniel 3:28

NOTES

Prayer: Lord, help me to trust in your sovereignty and your presence. You
have promised both, that nothing will get in the way of you purposes
being worked in history and in my life, and that you will be with me
always. Amen.
FRIDAY, JUNE 18
Read also John 11:1-44
Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his
servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were
willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except
their own God.” Daniel 3:28
In the story of Lazarus, both Mary and Martha are upset that their brother
died. They believed Jesus betrayed their friendship by not arriving in time
to save him. Both of them declare accusingly, “Lord, if you had been here,
our brother would not have died!” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that
if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” (John 11:40). Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego looked past the fire for God’s glory. They faced
the reality of the fire, in all its horror, without self-pity or victimhood. They
trusted that God would rescue them, not necessarily from the fire itself,
but ultimately. They knew that whatever happened, God would go with
them. Last, but not least, they knew that God had a purpose and that
purpose would show his glory in ways they could not imagine. So often
our view of God is too small. We confess that we believe God is powerful
and will one day raise us up, but we live our lives, hedging our bets and
holding back, even though God comes through for us again and again.
The faith that God requires knows that he is much bigger than we can
ever imagine. He is absolutely good and just, while at the same time he is
absolutely powerful. He will work his purposes out in the end and the best
part is that, if we trust him, we will get to see it and rejoice.
Prayer: Lord, I so look forward to seeing the end of your story when your
glory will be fully revealed. In the meantime, help me see your glory in my
life and in the lives of others now, as well. Amen.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 13, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHEN THE FIRE GETS HOT!
DANIEL 3:1-27
MONDAY, JUNE 14
Read also Hebrews 12:1-13
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this
matter.” Daniel 3:16
Someone tells the story of greyhounds chasing a fake rabbit around the
track when, suddenly, it blew up, due to an electrical short, and all that
was left were a few pieces of fur. The dogs were so confused that a
couple of them ran into a wall and hurt themselves, some ran in circles
barking at the crowd, while some just lay down on the ground and went to
sleep. The author says that this is a pretty good description of what many
Christians do when bad things happen. They run away in different
directions; they run around in circles and yell; or they try to pretend it
doesn’t exist. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s lives were
threatened yet again by King Nebuchadnezzar. They faced the fire and
were likely very afraid, but they were not surprised. One of the biggest
stumbling blocks for people is why there is suffering in the world. Some
believe God is not powerful enough to do anything about it. Others ask
simply, “If God is all powerful, why does he allow such terrible things to
happen?” A good start to answering this question is to remember that
God never lied about suffering or injustice in the world. In fact, he has
promised that evil will always be present in this world. Jesus, himself
says, “In this life, you will have tribulation.” We may not understand why
bad things happen, but we should never be surprised.
Prayer: Lord, I have many questions and some will not be answered until
the end. Help me trust you, even when I don’t have all the answers I
want, and help me trust the answer that you have given already. Amen.
TUESDAY, JUNE 15
Read also Job 2:7-10
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.
Daniel 3:17

In his Book, A Nation of Victims: The Decay of American Culture, Charles
Sykes writes, “Something extraordinary is happening in America.
Crisscrossed with invisible tripwires of emotional, racial, sexual, and
psychological grievance, America is increasingly characterized by
insistence, ‘I am a victim.’” He goes on to say that the mantra of the victim
is the same everywhere, “I am not responsible. It is not my fault.” (St.
Martin’s Press, New York, NY, 1993). Are there no victims? Of course
there are. Each one of us has been victimized in life and will be again.
Evil, and its expressions of injustice, abuse, and hate are everywhere.
However, what Sykes wrote about 22 years ago has come to fruition.
Victimhood has become a status symbol. It is a status to be achieved and
a weapon to use against enemies. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
not only faced the reality of the fire without surprise, they faced the reality
of fire without acting like victims. As a matter of fact, they put their trust in
God. Does this mean, as Christians, we should not stand against
persecution, injustice and evil? Of course not. We know life is not fair and
evil is very real. We know that we are called to resist it to the best of our
ability. However, the first thought that any Christian should have is that
we are so blessed. There is a popular phrase that expresses what our
attitude should be. When asked, “How are you,” the response is, “Better
than I deserve.” Indeed, much better!
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for falling into the victimization mantra of our
time. Help me remember how blessed I really am. Amen.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
Read also Romans 14:7-9
But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.
Daniel 3:18
Many of us may remember the story about how hundreds of thousands of
French and English troops were surrounded on the coast at Dunkirk at
the beginning of WWII, and how, in a miraculous rescue, people came
from all over England in boats large and small and took them away from
under the noses of the German Army. It is a thrilling story. Before the
rescue, as messages were being sent back and forth, a British soldier
sent a message that consisted of only three words. It said, "And if not." It
wasn't a code. Everybody in England knew what that meant. It came
from our story about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. When these
three were threatened with a fiery death if they did not bow down to the

king’s statue, they said, "God is able to rescue us and he will--and if not,
we will be faithful anyway." The soldier’s message was very clear. “We
will trust God that we will be rescued, and if not, we will be faithful
anyway. Everyone in England knew what these words meant because
they knew the Bible. The lesson of this story is NOT that if we go into the
fire, we will not get burned. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew
this, but they faced the reality of the fire trusting in God’s sovereignty.
God would rescue them, either from the fire or into eternity. It was God’s
choice according to his own purposes, but either way, they knew God
would be with them and protect them. Their job was to be faithful and
leave the results to God.
Prayer: Lord, you do not always protect us from the fires of life. Help me
to be faithful to the end, trusting that you always have a purpose that you
are working out, and you will always be with me to the end. Amen.
THURSDAY, JUNE 17
Read also Matthew 17:1-8
He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” Daniel 3:25
Most Christian scholars believe that the fourth man in this story is none
other than the pre-incarnate Christ. Some others believe it is the Angel of
the Lord, who is, at times, equated with God’s presence. Either way, this
person is “one like God.” And the message is very clear that God himself
is with his three servants in the fire. The incarnation is one of the most
important events in history. We celebrate it every Christmas and we talk
about it often. Even so, I am not sure it is often enough. The incarnation
is, of course, the fact that God entered history and became a human
being named Jesus. In Jesus, God is Emmanuel or “God with us.” Few
things are more amazing and wonderful than this. However, the
incarnation did not just begin at Christmas and end at Easter. God
continues to be with us through the Spirit. In the Spirit, God literally says
to us, “Wherever you are, I am there with you. Wherever you go, I will go,
especially into the fire.” As stated in the last devotion, “The lesson of this
story is NOT that if we go into the fire, we will not get burned.” The
lesson is indeed about God’s sovereignty and also the fact that God,
himself, was with them. We all have fires in our lives and sometimes we
get burned, but God walks with us. The incarnation did not end at Easter;
and, though we cannot see him with our physical eyes, he walks with us
like one who is brighter than the sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Place to Belong!
ORGAN PRELUDE

*HYMN
Green #345 Blessed Assurance
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

**If you have a prayer request for the service, please use one of the
prayer cards in the pews. Please fill it out and pass it to one of the
ushers during the first hymn.**

SPECIAL MUSIC
Carrie Paulson & Lisa Sturtz

RINGING OF THE BELL

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER

*GATHERING MUSIC
Green #42 Seek Ye First

MESSAGE
Pastor Chris Carlson
Trusting God in the Dark: When the Fire is Hot
Daniel 3:1-27

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Holy, holy, holy! Early in the morning our song shall rise
to Thee!
People: Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, Blessed
Trinity.
Leader: Only Thou art Holy! There is none beside Thee.
People: Perfect in power in love and purity!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
Green #10 O Worship the King
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS
*PRAYER OF ADORATION
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Pastor Chris Carlson

*SONG OF RESPONSE
Green #231 Jesus Shall Reign
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION
ORGAN POSTLUDE
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
*Please stand if you are able.

