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Please add to your prayers the following people:
Sally Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter,
Mike Balk (Jim & Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam
Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son), Peter Rush, Chuck
Whitcome, Dick Polley, the family of Arnie Boot, your
PNC.

All Church Picnic
June 13th following
worship. Plan to
stay for fellowship,
food and fun. Food
and drinks will be
provided. However,
you’ll need to bring
your own chairs.

THIS WEDNESDAY is GR.O.W. (GRace On
Wednesday), our casual, contemporary worship
time, at 6:30 p.m. We spend 35-40 minutes
worshipping the only One that deserves our praise
and include a short devotional or object lesion. AND
THIS WEEK, we are serving ROOT BEER
FLOATS immediately following, so don’t miss it!
We’ll see you Wednesday night!

SERMON NOTES—JUNE 6, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHAT TO DO WHEN
DREAMS BECOME NIGHTMARES
DANIEL 2:1-3; 17-23; 26-28; 31-45; 46-47
1. Don’t go it alone.
When they came in and stood before the king, he said to them,
“I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what
it means.” Daniel 2:2b-3
2. Pray like your life depends on it.
Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and
power are his. Daniel 2:20
3. God’s providence is no accident.
He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises
up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the
discerning. Daniel 2:21
4. It’s over…but it’s not over!
This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a
mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron,
the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.
Daniel 2:45
5. Every knee will bow and every tongue confess.
The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods
and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were
able to reveal this mystery.” Daniel 2:47

NOTES

became vast in its power, yet weak in its disunity. The message Daniel gives
to the king is twofold. First, none of these kingdoms became great simply
because of human effort. It is God who raises them up and God who brings
them down according to his own purposes (2:37). It is God who is sovereign.
Second, God will bring about a new kingdom which will destroy them all. This
kingdom is none other than the Kingdom of God ruled by his Messiah. Nations
come and go. However, none are outside of God’s control. In the end, victory
is assured. In fact, though there are many battles yet to be fought, the true
King is already on his throne and the war is already won.
Prayer: Lord, as glorious and mighty as some of the earthly kingdoms are,
help me to remember they are just a drop in the bucket in your eyes. Keep my
eyes fixed on you and your power. Amen.
FRIDAY, JUNE 11
Read also 1 Kings 18:16-46; Philippians 2:6-11
The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of
kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”
Daniel 2:47
The king’s confession is remarkable. He began by trying to prove that he and
his gods were greater than the God of Israel and ends up having to admit that
it is not so. The king’s confession will not last very long. He will build a golden
statue to himself and create a new nightmare situation for God’s people. Many
nightmares in life come when we fail to admit that the universe belongs to
God. Everything is for his glory. The whole universe and all of our lives are
made by him and for him. We are not in charge. It is not about us; it is all
about him. Saying that to people invites persecution on many levels: from
exclusion or ridicule; to reprimands and fines; and even concentration camps
and death. Human nature is infected with pride and none of us likes being told
it is not about us. This was Daniel’s witness to the kings he served, and it is
our witness today. It is a witness that the stone that “the builders rejected who
had become the chief cornerstone.” It is a witness to the rock who is the
foundation of the church. It is a witness to THE King, who will one day see
every tongue confess and every knee bow to him who is the Lord.
Prayer: Lord, I know that I am constantly tempted to put myself first and obey
you when it is convenient. Help me to remember that the first person who
needs to bow a knee to you each and every day is me. Amen.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 6, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHEN DREAMS BECOME NIGHTMARES
DANIEL 2:1-3; 17-23; 26-28; 31-47
MONDAY, JUNE 7
Read also Genesis 41:1-40
When they came in and stood before the king, he said to them, “I have had a
dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.” Daniel 2:2b-3
Nebuchadnezzar had a very disturbing dream. The text literally says the
dream “struck his spirit.” He called his top advisors and he was willing to kill
every one of them if they could not tell him both the dream itself and its
interpretation. We all have dreams. Many we do not remember. Those we do
are sometimes pleasant, while others are so disturbing they cause us to wake
up in cold sweats. We have waking dreams too. When we are young, we
dream about what we will do or who we might marry. As we get older, we
dream about spending time with our grandchildren or doing something to
make a difference with our last years. Some of our dreams can be disturbing
as well. Dreams of ending up in a nursing home, getting Alzheimer’s, getting in
incurable disease, or not having enough money to live on “strike our spirit” just
as powerfully as any nightmare we might have. What should we do with our
dreams? Nebuchadnezzar did the right thing initially. He sought advice.
However, he did so from the wrong people. He did not include Daniel and his
friends, probably because they were young and inexperienced. Asking for
help can be difficult and tricky, so some of us just try to go it alone. Others
seek help from friends or experts but often fail to consider their spiritual
qualifications. As Christians, going it alone is not what God wants. Even worse
is not including other believers when we need help. This is not to say we
should not seek help from unbelievers or experts, but God has given us other
believers to help us. These are people who also have the Word and Spirit to
help us through the tough times of life. Given a choice between unbelieving
people with vast experience or a group of twenty-year olds who are believers,
who would you choose?
Prayer: Lord, help me remember that your help is always there and that it
does not always come through those with experience or expertise, it comes
from those who know you and your word best. Amen.

TUESDAY, JUNE 8
Read also Acts 5:17-42
Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his.
Daniel 2:20
What a nightmare! Daniel and his friends find out that Nebuchadnezzar has
sentenced them to death only when the Captain of the Guard shows up.
However, Daniel did not panic. Showing remarkable poise and faith for
someone so young, he trusted that God would give him the answers he
needed. He then went back to his friends and they prayed together all night. It
is true that this particular time of prayer had extreme urgency because their
lives were on the line; however, it is obvious that prayer was not new to them.
They had prayed together often and had seen God work in their lives many
times. When the answer comes, Daniel praises God for imparting his wisdom
and power to him. Daniel recognizes the mercy God has personally given to
him and his friends, but he also recognizes the whole situation is not just
about them. There is a much bigger picture. It is about God’s bigger purpose
and plan of which they have a part. Daniel boldly makes sure
Nebuchadnezzar knows WHO had given him the answers. What do you do
with your nightmares, your broken dreams or the sudden happenings that
attack you and your world? Do you react with desperation or trust, panic or
prayer? Nightmares will always come. How we handle them depends in whom
we put our trust. It also depends on whether we are living for our purposes or
for God’s?
Prayer: Lord, life can turn into a nightmare so quickly. Help me to remember to
turn to you and trust that your answers are best, whatever happens. Also, give
me the courage to do my best witnessing when things are most difficult.
Amen.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
Read also Isaiah 40:6-26
He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He
gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. Daniel 2:21
God’s sovereignty means that God has supremacy over all things and does
whatever he desires with whomever and whatever he pleases. Theologically
speaking, God’s sovereignty goes hand in hand with his providence.
Providence means that God has a plan and purpose for his world. It is not a
principle of orderliness or reason. Rather, providence is the will of God who is
actively involved in moving his creation toward a goal. History is not cyclical or

repetitive; it is being moved to a predetermined end. If you miss God’s
sovereignty and providence in the book of Daniel you have missed the whole
point. The story begins with Nebuchadnezzar openly challenging God (Daniel
1:2) with an apparent victory at Jerusalem, but then moves into demonstration
after demonstration of God’s power over all the kings in the story and his
provision for Daniel and his friends. The book ends with a sweeping vision of
God’s ultimate victory. If we miss God’s sovereignty and providence in our
present world and our personal lives, we have missed the point again. Daniel
did not know why God allowed his dreams to be shattered or why he and his
friends found themselves in nightmarish situations. He did know was that God
was in charge of his life. He knew that God loved him and would take care of
him. His job was to be a faithful witness to the powers around him. For us,
nothing has really changed. We may not know why terrible things happen, but
God is still in charge and God loves us no matter what. Our job is to be
faithful.
Prayer: Lord, help me remember that chance is not a word in your vocabulary.
You are the Lord and you are in charge. Help me to remember that, especially
when it seems darkness is winning. Amen.
THURSDAY, JUNE 10
Read also 1 Peter 2:1-10
This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by
human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and
the gold to pieces. Daniel 2:45
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is remarkable in its accuracy. It describes four
different kingdoms, each stronger than the one before it, but each less in
glory. The head of the statue is made of gold and corresponds to
Nebuchadnezzar’s own kingdom. The chest and arms are made of silver.
Silver is stronger than gold, but of less splendor. This second kingdom
corresponds to the Persian kingdom that immediately followed
Nebuchadnezzar. The belly and thighs are made of bronze. Bronze is stronger
than gold or silver, but again is of much less glory. This third kingdom
corresponds to the brief kingdom of Alexander the Great. The legs are made
of iron and feet, a mixture of iron and clay. This fourth kingdom is the
strongest yet and will “crush all the others.” It corresponds with Rome which
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