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Friday July 8 – (Read also Leviticus 17:11 and Hebrews 9:11-28) 
“ 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than 
that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation.” Romans 5:9-11 

Justified: to judge, regard, or treat as righteous and worthy of salvation. 
Reconciliation: The restoration of friendly or harmonious relations – 
settle or resolve differences.  

What God begins, God is able to finish. In our passage today, we see 
that God has justified AND reconciled us to Him. That was the hard part! 
As a result, we recognize that Christ’s sacrifice has taken away all sin, all 
failure, all bad deeds – He died for ALL of them. Nothing is unresolved. 
Nothing is unforgiven. Since God is able to do the hard part, how much 
more able is He to do the easy part – eternal support and guidance from 
the Holy Spirit along our path to our final destination? He absolutely IS 
able to finish what He started! The result? We now rejoice in God! 
(Some translations use the words “boast in God” or “celebrate in God” 
or “joy in God.”) We boast to others daily about His love for us. We 
celebrate His sacrifice designed to completely restore us. We take joy in 
the simple presence of the Holy Spirit who walks with us through each 
and every day. God wins. 

Prayer: Thank You Heavenly Father for Your Son’s sacrifice – which 
provides the eternal comfort we so desperately need. Thank You Father 
for providing the Holy Spirit to walk with us daily – comforting and 
guiding us through all of life’s difficulties. We recognize Your mighty 
power and give thanks again today for your eternal providence. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Devotions for the week of July 4, 2021 
“Perfect Timing” Romans 5:1-11 

Monday July 5 – (Read also John 20:19-21) 
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1 

Sin creates a barrier that stands between us and a Holy God. When we 
accept Christ as our personal Savior, that sin is gone. That barrier is 
gone. The natural enmity we have with God is gone. Peace is immediate 
and thorough. It is a difficult concept for us to grasp since in our 
humanity, we cannot create or re-create this in our human 
relationships. Outside of the help of the Holy Spirit, it is basically 
impossible for us to forgive to the point of forgetting someone who has 
wronged us. We need to take it a step further. 
James 2:23 tells us that, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.” Being at 
peace with someone is one thing. That peace allowing that someone to 
become your “BFF” is a step further. Have you ever considered that 
your faith in Jesus brings in into “friendship” with God? 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you for granting us forgiveness to a 
point that we now live in peace with you. And we ask that you will grant 
us the ability to understand and embrace the friendship that comes with 
that peace. Amen. 

Tuesday July 6 – (Read also Philippians 1:6-11) 
“Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand . . . .” Romans 5:2 

There are two important points in this verse; 1) We have access to 
grace, that is to say, access to God’s favor. Not just peace and 
friendship, we receive favor. Favor is defined as; “approving 
consideration or attention, partiality.” Who wouldn’t want to have God 
literally on your side? So God forgives our sin removing the barrier 
between Him and us. AND grants us friendship. AND gives us favor. Can 
it get any better than that? 2) We not only have access, we have the 
ability to “stand” in this grace. Because of our peace with God and our 
favor in His eyes, we can literally stand instead of a logically better 



posture of kneeling or at the very least, dropping our gaze. This 
indicates our complete removal from guilt and sin. Additionally, 
standing indicates that we are able to move forward in our relationship. 
We have not “arrived” at the end. Our journey is one that we joyfully 
understand what Jesus’ sacrifice has done for us and compels us to 
continue to grow and serve out of a sense of love and devotion. 

Prayer: Jesus we thank You for what You did on our behalf when You 
suffered on the cross. Often, the simple view of Your sacrifice is that it 
allows us to gain eternal life. While that is true, we ask that You would 
help us to remember the other benefits we have received which we 
benefit from each day. Amen. 

Wednesday July 7 – (Read also Acts 5:40-42) 
“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope. . . .” Romans 5:3-4 

Picture this. You are a disciple who walked with Jesus and saw the way 
that He lived. You saw the reception to His message. You saw Jesus 
hung on the cross for what He did and what He proclaimed. You 
recognized the power that Jesus held over death and hell when He rose 
from the grave. You were in the upper room when the Holy Spirit 
descended upon you and filled you with His power. You have chosen to 
not just follow Jesus, but to do the work that He called you to do. Can 
you imagine any better validation of your work – trying to be like Jesus – 
that is better than when they start to treat you the way they treated 
Jesus? This would be one of those moments similar to Acts 5 – it 
wouldn’t shut you up or shut you down. It would challenge you to 
continue and if possible to do even MORE for Jesus. We often think that 
persecution would be / is a horrible thing for Christians. Our passage 
today indicates that it is a good thing. 1) It indicates that we are doing 
something that Satan does not want us to do. 2) It helps us grow in our 
endurance, character, and hope. This is not to mean that we should go 
around looking for persecution. However, we should not allow fear of 
persecution to keep us from doing what God has called us to do – in 
fact, we should “rejoice in our sufferings” because we know that God 
will use them for good. In our lives and in the world. 

Prayer: Thank you Jesus for providing us such a strong example of how 
we should live. Thank you Holy Spirit for giving us the power to stand 
against the pressures of this world when it tells us to shut up and shut 
down. Father God, we ask that you will help us to rejoice and grow from 
the sufferings we face – recognizing that You will work in our lives 
through these difficulties. Amen.  

Thursday July 7 – (Read also John 15:12-17) 
“ 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows 
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Romans 5:6-8 

In today’s verses, we see the unfolding of God’s perfect timing. As we 
study the Bible, it becomes more and more obvious that humankind is 
sinful beyond our understanding. In the Garden of Eden sin entered the 
world. At that time God knew the havoc that would wreck on His 
perfect world. Did He decide to start over? Nope. Instead, He put into 
play the ultimate act of love. A love journey that would be realized 
when Jesus died for our sins on the cross – thereby restoring all of 
creation. In John 15, we read Jesus commanding His followers to love 
one another as Jesus loved us. Jesus then goes on to demonstrate that 
love by humbling Himself and being nailed to the cross for all. On that 
lonely hill 2,000 years ago, Christ died for __________’s sins (enter your 
name in the blank). Jesus did not die for a good or righteous person. He 
died for weak, sinful, and ungodly people. He died knowing that in 
_____ (enter the year you accepted Jesus as your Savior in the blank), 
you would be weak, sinful, ungodly and in desperate need of His love. 
Jesus shows His love in the most improbable way. He died on the cross 
for someone who is literally hostile towards Him. I have heard it said in 
this way, “While Jesus was on the cross, you were on His mind.” 

Prayer: Thank you Lord Jesus for thinking of me while suffering and 
paying the debt I owed and was unable to pay. Holy Spirit, please help 
me to better understand the cost of my sin and then respond to that 
sacrifice in a way that would draw others to You. With the help of the 
Holy Spirit, I choose to love others as You have loved me. Amen.  



ONE-DAY MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY!  If you would like to serve in 
our FUN Anchored VBS on Saturday, July 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., please go online https://www.myvbs.org/firstpresal/ and register.  
We have all kinds of opportunities that include teaching, crew leading, 
crafts, games, cooking/serving, photography, registration and much 
more.  Check it out and register asap to reserve your spot! 
 
The VBS WALL OF NEEDS is up on the bulletin board, across from 
the kitchen.  Please help us fund our Anchored VBS program in July 
by taking down an envelope or two and inserting the appropriate 
amount of money and putting it in an offering box, handing it to Dean 
Christianson or bringing it to the office. Your financial support will help 
make ANCHORED a success as we strive to deepen their faith in 
God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE keep the following people in your prayers:  Sally 
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk (Jim & 
Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son), 
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, your PNC.   
 
If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for 
today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an 
usher as they go up and down the aisles during our first song. 
 
WANTED: Dependable adult to be our Nursery Director for Sunday 
morning during our Sunday school and Worship hours.  This is a paid 
position and you will have the fun experience of working with our 
youngest church attendees and supervising additional paid nursery 
workers.  You will not miss worship, as you will have TV to watch the 
livestream each week.  For more information, contact Dean 
Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. 
 
WANTED: Dependable teens or adults to be Nursery Workers for 
Sunday mornings during our Sunday school and Worship hours.  
These are paid positions and you will have the fun experience of 
working with our youngest church attendees and working under an 
adult Nursery Supervisor.  You will not miss worship, as you will have 
TV to watch the livestream each week.  For more information, contact 
Dean Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. 
 
At ANCHORED VBS, the kids (K-5th grade) will go on an underwater 
adventure where they’ll discover that God is faithful! This VBS is filled 
with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, and touch.  
Team-building games, cool Bible songs, and multisensory Bible 
adventures are just a few of the activities that help flow into real life.  
So set aside, Saturday, July 17.  The fun starts at 9:00 a.m. and will 
end at 3:00 p.m. (lunch is included).  And as always, VBS is FREE!  
So register the kids and their friends online as well as registering to 
serve: https://www.myvbs.org/firstpresal.   
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THOUGHT FOR SILENT MEDITATION 
“Justification by faith alone, is the hinge upon which the whole of 
Christianity turns.”  -- Charles Simeon 
 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE   
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
 
*GATHERING MUSIC 
 Way Maker 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 150 
Leader:  Praise the Lord!  
People:  Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His 
   mighty firmament! 
Leader:  Praise Him for His mighty deeds; praise Him according 
   to His surpassing greatness! 
People:  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 
Unison:  Praise the Lord! 
 
 
*MUSIC 
 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 
 
 
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS 
 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
 
 

*MUSIC 
 Above All 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 God Bless America    Andrew Piper & Becca Sousa 
 
SCRIPTURE          
 Romans 5:1-11 
                  
SERMON                  
 Perfect Timing          Steve Piper 
 
*CLOSING HYMN          

Green #4   How Great Thou Art 
    
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE                        
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
*Please stand if you are able. 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we[b] boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, 
but we[c] also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us. 6 You see, at just the right 
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though 
for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his 
blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through 
him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, 
but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation.   Romans 5:1-11 


