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NEEDED: GOD’S ARMY OF BELIEVERS…     
If you are willing to commit to pray for America, we need you on our 
team!  This will be done by you in the comfort of your own home, if 
you are willing to get emails from us with prayer concerns about our 
city, state and country.  Our Pledge of Allegiance recounts that we are 
“one nation under God’, and our currency states that it is “in God, we 
trust”.  God is the one who gave us this promise in 2 Chronicles 7:14: 
“If my people, who are called by My Name will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land”.  As 
we humbly and diligently seek Him, we’ll be changed and we’ll see a 
transformation in America through prayer. There might also be web-
sites or programs we send out for you to listen to, if you so wish. If 
you are willing to pray, please email: 
Sharon Blair at slblair7@gmail.com or  
Darlyne Paulson at darlyne.paulson@gmail.com  
with your name, email address, cell phone number (if you do texting).  
Your email address or cell phone will not be shared.   
 
GRIEF CARE GROUP will be held at Bonnerup Funeral Service by their 
grief care providers Judy Popp-Anderson and Lori Tuchtenhagen.  The 
six-week grief support group will meet Tuesdays July 20—August 24 
from 1:30-3:00 pm. This group will offer the opportunity to process 
grief, provide grief education and learn coping and survival strategies.  
Please register as soon as possible by calling 373-2461.   
 
NEXT SUNDAY, July 18 is the final day of FAITH CAFE for the 
summer. We've never met through the summer before it was 
definitely a success! We've had great attendance and great 
discussions, but I need to start prepping for all the Fall Programming, 
so we will regroup and begin meeting again in September. Watch the 
September newsletter and bulletins for details. - Dean Christianson 
 
 
 

PLEASE keep the following people in your prayers:  Sally 
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk (Jim & 
Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son), Peter 
Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Joanne Barr, your PNC.   
 
If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for 
today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an 
usher as they go up and down the aisles during our first song. 
 
WANTED: Dependable adult to be our Nursery Director for Sunday 
morning during our Sunday school and Worship hours.  This is a paid 
position and you will have the fun experience of working with our 
youngest church attendees and supervising additional paid nursery 
workers.  You will not miss worship, as you will have TV to watch the 
livestream each week.  For more information, contact Dean 
Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. 
 
WANTED: Dependable teens or adults to be Nursery Workers for 
Sunday mornings during our Sunday school and Worship hours.  
These are paid positions and you will have the fun experience of 
working with our youngest church attendees and working under an 
adult Nursery Supervisor.  You will not miss worship, as you will have 
TV to watch the livestream each week.  For more information, contact 
Dean Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. 
 
At ANCHORED VBS, the kids (K-5th grade) will go on an underwater 
adventure where they’ll discover that God is faithful! This VBS is filled 
with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, and touch.  
Team-building games, cool Bible songs, and multisensory Bible 
adventures are just a few of the activities that help flow into real life.  
So set aside, Saturday, July 17.  The fun starts at 9:00 a.m. and will 
end at 3:00 p.m. (lunch is included).  And as always, VBS is FREE!  So 
register the kids and their friends online as well as registering to serve: 
https://www.myvbs.org/firstpresal.   



SERMON NOTES—JULY 11, 2021 
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHEN THE WRITING IS  

ON THE WALL!    DANIEL 5:1-31 
 
 
1.  Trust what God has said. 
King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his 
nobles and drank wine with them.   Daniel 5:1                                                                                        
 
 
 
2.  Watch out for the slippery slope.  
As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, 
of bronze, iron, wood and stone.   Daniel 5:4                                                                                 
 
 
 
3.  Remember what God has done! 
The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came 
into the banquet hall. “May the king live forever!” she said. 
“Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so pale! There is a man in your 
kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him.                                                                                                                                                   
Daniel 5:10-11a 
 
 
 
4.  Keep your eyes open!  
But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life 
and all your ways.   Daniel 5:22                                                                                                            
 
 
 
5.  God will judge.   
This is the inscription that was written: Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
Parsin.   Daniel 5:25 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
 
 



dark culture, like salt which preserves what is good and like light which 
shines the light of truth. We are to be different! We are to be people who 
know that God is first and that the purpose of life is to love and serve 
him. To do so is life. To not do so is the path of destruction.   
 
Prayer: Lord, You are first, and everything follows after that. Help me 
keep that order in my own life. Even more help me lovingly tell others as 
well. Amen.   
 
FRIDAY, JULY 16                                                                      
Read also: Matthew 24: 37-44; Romans 3: 9-20.                                                                                              
This is the inscription that was written: Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin.                                             
Daniel 5:25 
 
The day is coming when all persons will stand before the judgment seat 
of God. The judgment written over us is going to be the judgment 
written over Belshazzar. Mene means that God numbers our deeds. In 
Revelation we are told of a great book in which the words, thoughts and 
deeds of men and women are recorded. Tekel is “to weigh” and means 
that all of the things written in the book will be poured out on God’s 
scales. Then God will speak the word parsin or judgment which means 
literally “divided.” What will you say in that day? How will you respond 
when God measures your deeds, weighs your character and declares 
you wanting? For that will surely be the case with us all. The Bible says 
that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. There are none 
righteous, no not one.”  What will you do? Left to ourselves there would 
be nothing you could do or say. However, God has done what you 
could not do for yourself. He sent the Lord Jesus to die in your place. 
You have no righteousness in yourself, but God has given his 
righteousness to you through Jesus. Therefore, in him God sweeps 
your scales, brushing aside your evil deeds and replacing them with his 
righteousness, his character and his deeds. What must you do? You 
must turn from your unbelief and trust him. The question is: will you? Or 
will you be like Belshazzar and continue to trust in the walls you have 
built, the provisions you have stored and the false Gods that you serve?                                                               
 
Prayer: Lord, help me remember that if I give my life to Christ I have 
nothing to fear. Help me be ready to take your hand when the time 
comes, bidding good-bye to temporary things and receiving the eternal 
things you have made for me. Amen.      

 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 11, 2021 
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHEN THE WRITING  

IS ON THE WALL!       DANIEL 5: 1-31 
 
MONDAY, JULY 12        
Read also Psalm 19 1-14; 2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 4:12-13.                                                                                                                                                                                               
King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and 
drank wine with them.   Daniel 5:1 
 
One of the main questions in Daniel 5 is just who is Belshazzar? He 
does not appear in the lists of kings after Nebuchadnezzar, and many 
liberal scholars have used that fact to question the historicity of Daniel 
in particular and the reliability of the Bible as a whole. For them, 
Belshazzar was simply s figment of the writer’s imagination, and one 
more example of the many errors in the Bible. However, as usual, time 
has a way of vindicating the Bible. Archeology has not only found 
Belshazzar’s name but has also filled in his story. It turns out that 
Belshazzar was the son of Nabonidus, the Son of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Nabonidus apparently preferred a distant oasis in the Arabia over the 
day-to-day politics of the big city and spent most of his time away from 
Babylon. During these times, Belshazzar reigned as Nabonidus’ regent. 
This is why Belshazzar can only offer Daniel the position of third highest 
ruler (v. 5:16). In our day, if you want to seem wise in the eyes of the 
world, you can make a reputation for yourself by pointing out the 
“errors” in the Bible. There are facts we do not know and things we do 
not understand, so it is always possible to point to certain things and 
say there are errors. However, God always looks after his Word and 
over time much or what was doubted has been explained. When we 
trust the Bible, it is trusting in the one who gave it to us, the God who 
loved us enough to leave us a history of what he has done and 
instructions for what we need to do.  
 
Prayer: Lord, give faith to trust in the Scripture. Even more, give me a 
hunger to know it, love it and obey it. Amen. 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 13                    Read also Daniel 4; Romans 1: 21-28.                                                             
As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of 
bronze, iron, wood and stone.  Suddenly the fingers of a human hand 
appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the 
royal palace. Daniel 5:4-5a 



The path of sin always leads downhill. It may be either so gradual we do 
not notice, or it can be a steep slide. Either way, the path will eventually 
lead to destruction. Despite warning after warning, Nebuchadnezzar 
sank to an insane bestiality. He was punished by the loss of his reason 
because he took to himself the glory due to God. Belshazzar sank even 
lower. He went beyond arrogance to blasphemy by desecrating the 
vessels of God taken from the temple at Jerusalem and using them to 
praise idols in the true God’s place. He too lost his reason (his actions 
were truly insane), but also his kingdom and his life. This downward 
pattern is found all through the Bible. It is the pattern of the entire Book 
of Judges as the whole culture descends like a roller coaster from a firm 
commitment to Yahweh, to “each man doing what was right in his own 
eyes,” and finally to the tribe of Benjamin being brought to near 
extinction because of its evil and unbelief. It is the pattern of both the 
Kingdoms of Israel and Judah who are sent into exile because their 
worship of other Gods. This downward path is often seen in the rise and 
fall of nations and in the lives of people every day. The Bible tells us this 
happens when the true God is not worshipped and served. Human sin 
leads to arrogance and arrogance to blindness. The warning signs are 
there (“the writing is on the wall”), but because of their sin, people 
cannot understand them or fail to see them altogether. This is why the 
Scripture tells us to keep our eyes fixed on God. It is only through him 
that we can stay on the right and upward path. 
 
Prayer: Lord, help me remember that the path to destruction is wide and 
easy, but the path to life is narrow and hard. Give me callouses for my 
soul that I may walk the right paths even if they are difficult. Amen.  
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 14                        Read also Deuteronomy 6:1-25.                                                   
The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the 
banquet hall. “May the king live forever!” she said. “Don’t be alarmed! 
Do not look so pale! There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit 
of the holy gods in him.   Daniel 5:10-11a                                                                                                                                                                   
 
When she heard all of the commotion, the Queen mother 
(Nebuchadnezzar’s Queen who was still living), she boldly entered the 
hall and reminded Belshazzar about Daniel. It had been twenty-four 
years since Nebuchadnezzar’s death. With the change of 
administrations, Daniel was forgotten in Belshazzar’s time. However, 
the Queen had not forgotten. She vividly remembered 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams and how a young Israelite named Daniel 

interpreted the dreams and that everything he said came true. Because 
she remembered, she was able to say to her grandson, “Don’t be afraid! 
I have seen this kind of thing before. There is someone who can give 
you the answers you seek!” Older people often grieve over their children 
and grandchildren. They wonder how they can communicate the faith to 
them. It is the same as it has always been. Our job is to boldly remind 
the younger generation the truths we have learned and the miracles we 
have seen in their own lives, and then to point to the place to find 
answers. They may not listen, as Belshazzar certainly did not, but it is 
our task, nonetheless. Faith is often born by remembering what God 
has done in the past. As older people we are the keepers of the past, 
and it our job to give it to our children and grandchildren so they may 
come to believe and pass it on in turn to theirs.  
 
Prayer: Lord, give me the courage to remind those who are younger 
your truths I have learned and your miracles I have seen. Give me the 
love to do it and the insight to see the right times and the right places to 
speak. Amen.  
 
THURSDAY, JULY 15                                                      
Read also Matthew 5: 13-16; Ephesians 4: 17-32. 
But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all 
your ways.   Daniel 5:22 
 
Sin also makes us oblivious to danger. Belshazzar’s big party was an 
act of blatant stupidity. His enemy Darius was literally outside the walls, 
but Belshazzar thought Babylon was unassailable. The city was 
surrounded by double walls. Enough provisions had been stored away 
for many months. However, Darius damned up the river that flowed 
through the city and he and his army entered through the dry portals. 
The writing was on the wall, literally on the inside of his hall and 
figuratively, all around his city. He refused to heed the warnings, and at 
the moment of greatest danger, Belshazzar and his leadership 
continued drugging themselves at his party. In our culture, life is one big 
party. Many numb their minds with sporting events, restaurants, 
vacations, trips to the mall and every form of entertainment imaginable. 
Others drug themselves with pharmaceuticals, alcohol or recreational 
drugs. We are becoming a culture that refuses to think about the 
consequences of our present lifestyles, nor about future eternal 
realities. We fill our lives with nothings and disregard the enemies at our 
own gates. Jesus tells us that we are to be salt and light to a dying and  



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
A Place to Belong! 

 
 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL         
 
 
*GATHERING MUSIC 
 Green #31   Great is the Lord 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
   Leader: Love divine all loves excelling, joy of heaven to  

    earth come down.  
   People: Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful 
     mercies crown. 
   Leader: Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we  
     take our place. 
   People: Till we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in 
     wonder, love and praise. 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 
 Green #92   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
 
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS 
 
 
*PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
 
 
*HYMN 

 Green #204   Rock of Ages 
 
 
SERMON                  Pastor Chris Carlson          
Trusting God in the Dark: When the Writing is on the Wall 
Daniel 5:1-31 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
  
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
   Minister:  The Lord be with you. 
   People:    And also with you. 
   Minister:  Lift up your hearts. 
   People:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
   Minister:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   People:    It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE                     
 Green #178   O Sacred Head 
 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    
 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE   
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
^^^ 
*Please stand if you are able. 


