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Prayer: Lord, help me to remember that justice is your business and help
me to trust that you will always do what is right in every situation. Amen.
FRIDAY, JULY 23
Read also Jeremiah 25:1-14; 29:9-11; Daniel 9:1-3.
I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God, and he endures
forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.
Daniel 6:26
The second remarkable outcome is the vindication of Daniel’s faith.
Daniel’s enemies manipulated both the King and the laws with the intent
that both Daniel and his religion be destroyed. Not only did they want
Daniel destroyed, but they also wanted worship of Yahweh destroyed too.
What they got was just the opposite. They themselves were destroyed and
Daniel emerged as the second most powerful man in the kingdom. Then
the King himself proclaimed the God of Israel as the true God, even as
Nebuchadnezzar did so many years before. Not long after this, when Cyrus
took over, he would issue a decree which allowed the Jews to return to
Jerusalem. So often we wonder why things happen and we question
whether God cares or even knows what he is doing. In the case of Daniel,
we might ask why Daniel had to go through another life and death
situation. The answer was that because of what happened to Daniel, the
story of God’s faithfulness to Daniel in the den of Lions was told around
every fire all over the world at the time, and this story has become one of
the most well known in the Bible. Even more, God used it to lift Daniel
and his people up in the sight of Darius and later Cyrus. Because of what
happened, God worked out what he had planned all along: to bring his
people back home, which was an amazing miracle all by itself.
Prayer: Lord, help me remember that if I just wait long enough I will often
see you purpose and plan. But even if I do not, help me to trust you
nonetheless, that you will work your purpose out and will bring good out
of evil. Amen.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 18, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK:
WHEN THE LIONS ROAR!
DANIEL 6: 1-9; 19-28
MONDAY, JULY 19
Read also Romans 12: 3-8; Ephesians 6:10-20.
Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the
satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over
the whole kingdom. Daniel 6:3
A young man was preparing to go to boot camp in the Army. His father
gave him this advice: “Keep your head down. Do not raise your hand to
volunteer and do not step forward. Just do what you are told and do not
draw attention to yourself, and you will make it.” The father’s advice is
what many people do in life. Drawing attention to ourselves gets us
involved and takes up our time. Even more difficult, it can draw criticism
and make enemies. This is true spiritually as well. Many Christians say
they are not good or talented enough to get involved. The truth is few of us
are talented enough and none of us are good enough. But that it is not what
it is about. It is about being identified. We do not want that because we are
afraid of being noticed or we are just afraid of taking time away from our
own agendas for ourselves. Someone once asked the question: “If you
were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to
convict you.” The question was not asked in terms of being good enough,
but whether we have been willing to take a stand, to be identified, to be
involved?
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for doing my best to avoid getting involved. Help
me to see the self-centeredness involved in that, and the excuses. Help me
step up and step out for you and your work in this world. Amen.
TUESDAY, JULY 20
Read also Matthew 5:10-12; Ephesians 5:1-17.
Finally, these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against
this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.”
Daniel 6:5

Sometimes we are tempted to believe that if we are nice to those in the
world, they will be nice to us. However, this is often not the case. This is
especially true of the world and its way of thinking. The message of the
Bible directly contradicts the message of the world. Purpose is not found in
wealth, or fame or pleasure or even pursuing whatever self-fulfillment a
person chooses for themselves. Purpose is found in God alone and in
serving him. That means that we believe what we are saying is true and
what the world and its people say is false; and if what they are saying is
not true then they are lost. We should not think even for a minute that
people in the world like that message. Of course, we should still be loving,
kind and civil to the best of our ability. The Lord himself tells us to pray
for our enemies and “do good to those who hate you.” At the same time,
we should never be naïve about what we are saying and the kind of
reactions we may receive. In the end, our goal should be that the same
wonderful “accusation” as Daniel received would be true of us as well.
Prayer: Lord, if I am accused of anything, may it be of being committed to
you and your kingdom. Give me wisdom to see the world as it is and the
strength and love to be kind even in the face or criticism. Amen.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
Read also Ephesians 3: 14-21; Philippians 4: 4-7.
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went
home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.
Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to
his God, just as he had done before. Daniel 6:10
Someone remarked that what Daniel did after he heard the decree was the
spiritual equivalent of an obscene gesture. Instead of reacting angrily or
using his considerable influence with the King to make life miserable for
his enemies, Daniel did what he always did. He went to his open windows
for all to see and prayed to the Lord. It is nothing new to say that we as
believers should pray, especially when trouble comes. It is nothing new,
but it is something of which we need to be reminded again and again.
Many times, when troubles come, our first act is to call our doctors,
lawyers, politicians, friends or even our pastors. Our first thought is to ask
what we can do to get this changed or to fight back against whatever
problem has arisen. This not to say we should not call others for help or
that we should sit still and do nothing; but our first stop should be on our

knees. Our first act should be to go to God, even if it costs us the love and
respect of people around us. The life of believer is first and foremost to
trust God. Daniel was a very powerful man, essentially the King’s Chief of
Staff. He knew that worldly power had its limits, but God’s power does
not. Even more, he knew that his love, loyalty, and trust must be to him
who was the source of his life and being. He knew his God would take care
of him no matter what, and because of that he would be ready to face
whatever happened.
Prayer: Lord, help me remember where the real power is, not in the plans
and manipulations of men, but with you. May the first place I go to be to
you so that I may face whatever happens with the courage only you can
give. Amen.
THURSDAY, JULY 22
Read also Romans 12: 14-21.
At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were
brought in and thrown into the lions’ den…. Daniel 5:24a
Two remarkable outcomes resulted from this attempt to destroy Daniel and
his religion. The first was complete justice for Daniel without Daniel doing
anything to get it. Yes, he trusted God and prayed, but he did nothing. No
protests. No arguments. No using his power to return the favor. In this
case, Daniel did what Jesus would talk about later. He turned the other
cheek, prayed, and put the situation in God’s hands and took what came.
Daniel’s example does not mean we should not seek justice in the world,
nor does it mean we should not protect ourselves of our loved ones. God
does call us right wrongs and do our very best to prevent evil. Sometimes
we are called literally to go toe to with those who would do wrong,
including participating in war. Yet, we must always remember that in the
end justice is God’s business. Only God knows every circumstance and
every reason people do what they do. Our view of things and our actions
are always imperfect and prone to error. What we think is fair, often is not
fair at all. However, whatever God does is always right and true and just.
We must trust he will bring about his justice in the end. In our own lives,
there will always be people who do not like us, and there will be some who
will try to do us harm us; and sometimes the best thing we can do is
nothing, always trusting that God will do something.

NEEDED: GOD’S ARMY OF BELIEVERS…
If you are willing to commit to pray for America, we need you on
our team! This will be done by you in the comfort of your own
home, if you are willing to get emails from us with prayer
concerns about our city, state and country. Our Pledge of
Allegiance recounts that we are “one nation under God’, and our
currency states that it is “in God, we trust”. God is the one who
gave us this promise in 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my people, who
are called by My Name will humble themselves and pray and
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land”.
As we humbly and diligently seek Him, we’ll be changed and
we’ll see a transformation in America through prayer. There
might also be web-sites or programs we send out for you to
listen to, if you so wish. If you are willing to pray, please email:
Sharon Blair at slblair7@gmail.com or
Darlyne Paulson at darlyne.paulson@gmail.com
with your name, email address, cell phone number (if you do
texting). Your email address or cell phone will not be shared.

PLEASE keep the following people in your prayers: Sally
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk
(Jim & Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich &
Sandy’s son), Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley,
Joanne Barr, your PNC.
If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to
pray for today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and
hand it to an usher as they go up and down the aisles during our
first song.
WANTED: Dependable adult to be our Nursery Director for
Sunday morning during our Sunday school and Worship hours.
This is a paid position and you will have the fun experience of
working with our youngest church attendees and supervising
additional paid nursery workers. You will not miss worship, as
you will have TV to watch the livestream each week. For more
information, contact Dean Christianson (373-2035) or
deanfirstpres@gmail.com.
WANTED: Dependable teens or adults to be Nursery
Workers for Sunday mornings during our Sunday school and
Worship hours. These are paid positions and you will have the
fun experience of working with our youngest church attendees
and working under an adult Nursery Supervisor. You will not
miss worship, as you will have TV to watch the livestream each
week. For more information, contact Dean Christianson (3732035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com.
GRIEF CARE GROUP will be held at Bonnerup Funeral Service
by their grief care providers Judy Popp-Anderson and Lori
Tuchtenhagen. The six-week grief support group will meet
Tuesdays July 20—August 24 from 1:30-3:00 pm. This group
will offer the opportunity to process grief, provide grief education
and learn coping and survival strategies. Please register as
soon as possible by calling 373-2461.

SERMON NOTES—JULY 18, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK: WHEN THE LIONS ROAR!
DANIEL 6:1-9; 19-28
1. BE FAITHFUL WHATEVER THE COST
Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators
and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king
planned to set him over the whole kingdom. Daniel 6:3
2. CONFUSE YOUR ENEMIES
Finally, these men said, “We will never find any basis for
charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do
with the law of his God.” Daniel 6:5
3. GO ON THE OFFENSIVE
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published,
he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened
toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees
and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done
before. Daniel 6:10
4. REMEMBER THAT JUSTICE IS GOD’S BUSINESS
At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused
Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den….
Daniel 5:24a
5. TRUST THAT GOD WILL ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES.
I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must
fear and reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God,
and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his
dominion will never end. Daniel 6:26
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Green #419 Abide With Me

A Place to Belong!
ORGAN PRELUDE

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

**If you have a prayer request for the service, please use one of the
prayer cards in the pews. Please fill it out and pass it to one of the
ushers during the first hymn.**

SPECIAL MUSIC
How Great Thou Art

Deb Linnes

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
RINGING OF THE BELL
SPECIAL MUSIC
Fairest Lord Jesus

Deb Linnes

*SONG OF RESPONSE
Green #369 O Jesus I Have Promised

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Praise our Souls the King of Heaven!
People: Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven.
Leader: Praise Him for His grace and favor.
People: Slow to chide and swift to bless.

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION

*HYMN OF PRAISE
Green #66 To God Be the Glory
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS
*PRAYER OF ADORATION
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

MESSAGE
Pastor Chris Carlson
Trusting God in the Dark: When the Lions Roar!
Daniel 6:1-29

Pastor Chris Carlson

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith and in love.
Amen, amen, amen.
ORGAN POSTLUDE
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*Please stand if you are able.

*SONG OF PRAISE

