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SUNDAY ADVENTURES TEACHERS NEEDED…If you love
elementary kids, we are looking for SUNDAY ADVENTURES
TEACHERS for this coming school year. The curriculum is easy and
the kids are fun as you teach K-5th grade. If we have enough kids and
teachers, we will split into K-2nd and 3rd-5th. And there is the
possibility of rotating teachers throughout the school year. For more
information or to sign up, contact Dean Christianson (373-2035)
or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. Sunday Adventures and Faith Cafe will
begin on Sunday, September 19th.

PLEASE keep the following people in your prayers: Sally
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk (Jim &
Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Joanne Barr, Drake
Hanson, your PNC.
If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for
today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an
usher as they go up and down the aisles during our first song.
CONGRATULATIONS to Dillon & Jill Hanson on the birth of son
Drake who was born July 5th. Grandparents are Darren & Chris
Hanson; great grandparents are David & LeAnn Hanson.
NURSERY STAFF NEEDED…In order to reopen our nursery, we
need some dependable PAID staff. First of all, we need
a NURSERY DIRECTOR who will be in charge of our paid nursery
workers. This person needs to be at least 18 and pass a background
check. We also need NURSERY WORKERS who will work under the
Nursery Director’s supervision on a rotating basis. These can be
teens or adults. You will not miss worship, as you will have a TV to
watch the livestream each week. This will be a FUN and
REWARDING experience working with our youngest church
attendees. For more information, contact Dean Christianson (3732035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com.
TO EVERYONE at First Presbyterian Church, I want to thank you all
for the generous graduation gifts! I also would like to thank you all for
the love, support, and prayers I have received since my family and I
joined the church! I very much appreciate all the kindness I have
received. I am excited to further my education at the University of St
Thomas, I am excited to see what their service is like. I hope you all
are doing well during this crazy time! Thank you again! Sincerely,
Lucy Sherman

SERMON NOTES—JULY 25, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK:
WHEN THE FUTURE IS UNCLEAR
DANIEL 7:9-14; 12:1-13
1. Remember what God has promised.
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like
a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power;
all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and
his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. Daniel 7:13-14
2. Remember who we are.
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some
to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting
contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of
the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like
the stars for ever and ever. Daniel 12:2-3
3. Remember what we should do.
I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will
the outcome of all this be?” He replied, “Go your way, Daniel,
because the words are rolled up and sealed until the time of the
end. Daniel 12:8-9
4. Remember our destination.
As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the
end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.
Daniel 12:13

NOTES

will see Jesus when he returns and will experience the wonder of his
presence and of his Kingdom. The second is we will see him when our
present bodies die, and we will experience the wonder of his presence
and the eventual completion the coming of his Kingdom. Either way,
we will see him, and we will experience glory we cannot now imagine.
In the meantime, we should focus on trusting God and doing what he
has commanded.
Prayer: Lord, help me to face situations and circumstances I face head
on, not with platitudes or despair, but with steadfast courage and trust
that you are always with me and always love me. Amen
FRIDAY, JULY 30
Read also 1 Corinthians 2: 6-16.
As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end
of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.
Daniel 12:13
We must also remember where we are going. Most everyone wants to
know what happens to us after death. Many books have been written
and several movies have been produced telling us the experiences
people who have died and come back. Personally, I do not doubt that
some people have had this experience. The only problem I have is
their descriptions of heaven are so inadequate. This is no fault of their
own because we can only describe what we ourselves understand.
How do you describe the indescribable? At the same time, we should
not be satisfied. The Bible says that no eye has seen, no hear heard or
mind conceived what God has prepared for those who love him. I am
certain there will be simple things, like eating and drinking. There will
certainly be times of worship like none of us can imagine. However,
there also will be work and learning and experiences that we can only
dream about. There is a whole universe of beings to know and places
to explore. Most of all, we will see and learn of God as he is. That in
itself will take a glorious eternity.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, when I worry about the future, harboring
anxieties about health or money or family, refresh in me the knowledge
of where I am going. May the knowledge of my future give me strength
to face my today. Amen.

DEVOTIONS FOR JULY 25, 2021
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK:
WHEN THE FUTURE IS UNCLEAR
DANIEL 7:9-14; 12:1-13
MONDAY, JULY 26
Read also Revelation 1:1-20.
At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will
arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from
the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—
everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered.
Daniel 12:1
There is a difference between prophetic and apocalyptic literature in
the Bible. One of the main purposes of Prophecy is to predict the
future. Apocalypse literally means “revelation,” and while it often
contains prophecy, its main goal is to encourage God’s people in dark
times. Though about half of Daniel is specifically apocalyptic
literature, its whole purpose is to comfort God’s people after the
cataclysm of the destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation of God’s
people. The main message of Daniel is that despite the arrogance of
kings and the plans and power of the enemies of God’s people, God is
in charge and is working his purposes out. Even more, God is with his
people. He will protect them, help them, and bring them home. These
same messages are very real for us as well. God will always get us to
the place he has called us to be. Wherever we are and whatever
happens, we are the Lord’s. He has us and will see us safely through
this life to the places he wants us to be, and in the end, our final home
in heaven.
Prayer: “Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.” Amen.
(Verse 5, Take My Life and Let It Be, by Francis Havergal)
TUESDAY, JULY 27
Read also Philippians 2:5-11; Revelation 1:13; 14:14.
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son
of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient
of Days and was led into his presence…His dominion is an everlasting

dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will
never be destroyed.
Daniel 7: 13-14
Jesus often referred to himself as the “Son of Man.” In doing so he
clearly identified himself as the Messiah, the glorious person
mentioned in Daniel. When Jesus talked about giving life, he referred
to himself by the title “the Son of God.” When he talked about
executing judgment, he referred to himself as “the Son of Man.”
Why? The giving of life, whether physical, spiritual, or resurrected, is
the prerogative of God. When Jesus refers to himself as the Son of
God, he is saying that as God he has the ability to give life. As the
Son of Man, Jesus is saying that God has taken on human flesh and
become a man. The point of God entering flesh is that we might be
judged, in a sense, by our own peer, who is tempted at all points even
as we are tempted. When we stand before the judgment seat of God,
we will be in the presence of One who not only has forgiven us and
given us new life, we will be in the presence of One who is not looking
down on us from on high, but One who has been where we are and
takes all of that into account.
Prayer: Lord, the thought judgment frightens me. Help me remember
who my judge is: the one who knows me better than I do myself and
most of all went to the cross and died for me. Amen.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
Read also Matthew 5:13-16; John 14: 15-31.
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who
are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who
lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.
Daniel 12:2-3
As we consider the future, we must remember who we are and to
whom we belong. Daniel is the story of the world’s people and culture
in contrast to God’s people and culture. But it is also the story of men
who choose to live for God when things did not make sense, when it
looked like God has abandoned them and his people. The first choice
these young men made started with themselves. They choose to live
lives in obedience to God. They could have sulked and wondered why

God had allowed bad things to happen to them. They could have gone
along to get along. Instead, they saw their lives as belonging to God no
matter what the situation and then acted accordingly. The choice to
obey above all others gave them the power to take powerful stands and
do amazing things in the face of forces that sought to destroy them at
every turn. It changed them from the inside out. Nebuchadnezzar saw
the change when he interviewed them. They were better than everyone
else, not because they were better educated, more talented or superior
intellectually. They were better because their obedience filled them
with God and made them strong. Though Nebuchadnezzar did not
know it, he saw God in them shining through. Jesus tells us the same
thing: “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
Obedience fills us with his Spirit and helps us remember just who we
are: God’s children with a purpose with his strength to face any
darkness that is comes our way.
Prayer: Lord, help me see the necessity of living an obedient life, not
legalistically, but because it pleases you and empowers me to live for
you in ways I can never know until I do, especially in the dark times.
Amen.
THURSDAY, JULY 29
Read also Luke 12:35-40; John 14:1-4.
I heard, but I did not understand. So, I asked, “My lord, what will the
outcome of all this be?” He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because
the words are rolled up and sealed until the time of the end.
Daniel 12:8-9
We should also focus on what we should be doing. In every age,
Christians have wondered if their days are the very last days and
whether Jesus is coming in their lifetime. In our day, gallons of ink
have been spilled describing different scenarios which will usher in the
last days and the return of Jesus. The best thing to do is to follow the
advice given to Daniel. The Messenger tells him to “Go your way…”
This does not mean we should not think about the end times or when
Jesus will return, but we should not obsess over these subjects either.
What we know for sure is that Jesus will return: literally and bodily.
When he does, he will make all things right and the coming of his
kingdom completed. For us, there are two possibilities. The first is we
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*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
People: He is giving and forgiving, every blessing,
ever blest.
Leader: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
People: Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the
midst of strife.
Leader: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
People: Joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph
song of life.
*HYMN OF PRAISE
Green #1 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS

Pastor Chris Carlson

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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