
Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises! 
I’m so glad You’re in my life 
I’m so glad You came to save us! 
You came from heaven to earth, to show the way 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky 
Lord, I lift Your name on high!  (Repeat) 
 
 

Thy Word 
Chorus: 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path, 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and light unto my path. 
 
And when I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 
Still you’re there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear as long as You are near, 
Please be near me to the end.  (Chorus) 
 
I will not forget Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my Guide and hold me to Your side, 
And I will love You to the end.  (Chorus) 
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to follow him to that requires real commitment and carries real 
consequences. Where is your commitment to Christ in your life’s 
priorities?  
 
Prayer: Lord, help me remember that confessing you as the Lord of my 
life should not be taken lightly. It makes you first and foremost and 
requires the greatest of commitments. Amen. 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20                                                                                        
Read also 1 Peter 3: 8-22                                                                                                
 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.                                                                                                              
                                                                         Matthew 5:12 
 
Our task as Christians is not to avoid suffering, but to suffer for the right 
things. When Jesus speaks of rejoicing because of suffering and 
persecution, it is not just any kind of suffering he is talking about. It is not 
the kind of suffering we get if we do something wrong or hurt someone, 
or the everyday sufferings we have in life from sickness or accidents. He 
is talking about the persecution and suffering we receive when we 
diligently, “Set apart Christ as Lord….” (1 Peter 3:15), whether it is 
standing up to a dictator, seeking to right wrongs, standing against 
immorality or dealing honestly with others despite the consequences. We 
do not seek suffering for suffering’s sake, but neither should we avoid it 
at all costs either. In doing so, we run the risk of compromising the faith 
we profess and grieving the Lord we love. The rejoicing is not a haughty 
pride of “Look at me and what I have done,” it is the satisfaction of 
knowing that we are on the Lord’s side and have stood firm in the face of 
opposition. The reward is not often a tangible treasure, but it is winning 
his “Well done good and faithful servant”, and the sheer joy of pleasing 
the one who is our Creator, Lord and Redeemer.  
 
Prayer: Lord, help me to remember that you are the Lord of all my life 
and everything that I think and do. Help me to work toward and forward 
to the day when you will say to me, “Well done!”  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 15, 2021 
WHAT DOES JESUS SAY ABOUT HAPPINESS?    

PEACE, PERSECUTION AND A PARTY 
MATTHEW 5:9-11 

 
MONDAY, AUGUST 16                                                                                                      
Read also 2 Corinthians 4:1-18 
 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.   Matthew 5:11-12                                                                                                                             
 
Jesus makes it abundantly clear that happiness does not mean the 
avoidance of challenges or pain. Blessed are the peacemakers Jesus tells 
us. It is hard to imagine a more challenging task in a world constantly in 
conflict between individuals, families and nations. This is true especially 
as Jesus defines peacemaking, which involves mercy and forgiveness as 
essential elements.  Then we come to the most radical of Christ's words, 
"Happy are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account..." Many of us do 
everything in our power to go through life avoiding any situation that is 
potentially uncomfortable or unpleasant. Some of us will go to 
extraordinary lengths not to offend anybody. We don't want any 
unpleasantness in our lives. We want everybody to like us and we will 
sacrifice even our own self-respect and our witness for Christ in order not 
to ruffle anybody's feathers.  Our Lord is saying that if we follow him, we 
can expect to be actively opposed. If we have to make a choice between 
being liked and being respected, we must choose respect every time. We 
will stand taller in our own eyes, in our neighbor's eyes, and most 
important, in God's eyes. 
 
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for being willing to do anything to avoid 
suffering, including not saying or doing something when I should. Help 
me find the courage to face challenges and even opposition for my faith. 
Amen 
                                  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17                                         
Read also Luke 12:49-53; Romans 5:1; 1 Corinthians 5:11-21                                                                   



 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.                                     
                                                                Matthew 5:9 
 
There is much more to making peace than avoiding conflict. You do not 
invite persecution, evil criticism or crucifixion by not making waves as 
Jesus himself did. The peacemaking Jesus speaks about is not avoidance 
or pacifism, but the much harder work of reconciliation. First, there must 
be reconciliation to God through confession of sin (poor in spirit) and 
repentance (mourning) of it, and then the humble acceptance (meekness) 
of what God alone has done to bring about that reconciliation on the 
cross. Second, reconciliation with others begins with the humility (also 
meekness) of being a forgiven sinner and the deep desire to put things 
right (hunger and thirst). It becomes possible as we appropriate an attitude 
of mercy. In the end, making peace is not based on compromise, it is 
based on forgiveness whether it is deserved or not.  When we became 
peacemakers in this sense, we are acting like children of God because that 
is exactly the pattern God gave us through Jesus. He made peace by 
making undeserved forgiveness possible. Have you ever made your peace 
with God by confession of sin and repentance? Is there someone in your 
life to whom you can show mercy and make peace? 
 
Prayer: Lord, help me sow the seeds of reconciliation through mercy with 
others in my own life and in the world. Help me remember the mercy you 
have given me and help me give it to others as your child. Amen. 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18                                                                     
Read also Hebrews 12:1-13; 1 Peter 4:12-19                                                          
 
You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The 
persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom.                                                                                                   
                                                            Matthew 5:10 (The Message) 
 
One of the reasons God allows Christians to suffer is because it serves to 
deepen and purify. In his word, suffering is seen to be like a fire which 
purifies precious metals. Thus the fire of suffering not only separates the 
true from the false servants, but it also makes those who do believe 
stronger and more precious. An elderly Christian man in communist 
controlled Budapest was once asked what effects the persecution of 
Christians had in his country. He said, “It is like the deep, fast flowing 
Danube River. The banks of the river were artificially narrowed as it runs 

through the city of Budapest. As a result, the river's fast waters dug 
deeper and deeper into the River bottom. Believers under restrictions and 
persecution have limited freedom, but their narrowed lives have found 
great depth by going deeper in Christ.” Still another reason is that the 
sufferings of Christians are seen as participation in the suffering of Christ. 
This explains why the Apostles rejoiced when they were beaten half to 
death and why Jesus says we are to rejoice and be glad. Christian 
sufferings for God are kind of like medals we receive for taking part in 
the battle. Even more, they are marks of genuineness. To suffer for the 
Lord is confirmation that one belongs to the Lord. The Apostle Peter says, 
“If you suffer because of the Name of Christ, you are blessed, for the 
Spirit of Glory and of God rests on you.”       
 
Prayer: Lord, I know I should not seek persecution or suffering for the 
sake of it. But if it should come for your sake, help me to be strong 
enough to take it and even to rejoice because it is for you. Amen 
                                                                                                     
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19                                                                                      
Read also Acts 5:17-42 
 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me.   Matthew 5:11                                                                                                                                                     
 

Down through the centuries, the affirmation that JESUS IS LORD has 
been the chief cause of hostility toward Christians and their message. In 
that one phrase, Christians proclaim that there is no higher power in the 
universe, no greater allegiance to have, and no greater purpose for which 
to live. This confession has been seen as a threat to the authority and 
power of whoever has been in charge since the beginning and resulted in 
attempts to put a stop to it by any means necessary. When the Apostles 
preached and healed in Jesus’ name, the Chief Priests had them whipped 
and later put to death. Later, when Christians proclaimed to the Roman 
authorities that Jesus is Lord (the true King), the emperors put many to 
death or in prison to never again see the light of day. In the middle ages, 
when Protestants proclaimed that salvation was only in Jesus’ name, 
thousands were exiled, tortured or burned at the stake. In the modern era, 
thousands of believers were imprisoned or murdered in Nazi Germany, 
Soviet Russia and Communist China. Today, the persecution of 
Christians proceeds relentlessly all over the world. Choosing to believe in 
Jesus has never been just an affirmation of truth, it is choosing a person 
and path to follow that takes priority over all other loyalties. The choice  



NURSERY STAFF NEEDED Are you looking for a FUN and 
REWARDING experience? We have an opportunity for the right 
person to be our NURSERY DIRECTOR, who will be in charge of our 
paid nursery workers. This person needs to be at least 18 and pass a 
background check. We also need NURSERY WORKERS who will 
work under the Nursery Director’s supervision on a rotating basis. 
These can be teens or adults. You will not miss worship, as you will 
have a TV to watch the livestream each week. Please pass this word 
on to people you believe would be a good fit for these positions. They 
don’t have to be from our church. For more information, contact Dean 
Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. 
 
ALL CHURCH PICNIC TODAY, immediately following our church 
service, please come downstairs for a DELICIOUS PICNIC MEAL 
served by your Christian Education Committee. They will be serving 
pulled pork sandwiches, baked beans, chips and ice cream treats for 
dessert. This will be a yummy meal and fun fellowship for our church 
family and friends. 

KIDZONE COOKIES Kids LOVE cookies and KidZone is in need of 
cookies for part of their snacks when KidZone begins this fall. Up on 
the bulletin board across from the kitchen is the Cookie Wall of 
Needs. Pick a date, take down the sheet and fill it out, then cut off the 
bottom and put it in the cookie jar. Take home the top to remind you of 
when you need to make or purchase the cookies. We are so happy to 
be going back to our SUPER-SIZED snacks and being able to serve 
your DELICIOUS cookies or bars! Questions, please contact Dean 
Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. 

STEAK N GUYS is back and will be held on Wednesday, September 
8th.  More details will follow soon! Men... please save the date. 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP SERVERS We need coffee fellowship 
servers for the fall. Please sign up downstairs TODAY so we can 
continue this great tradition after church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE keep the following people in your prayers:  Sally 
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk (Jim & 
Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son), 
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Drake Hanson, your PNC.   
 
If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for 
today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an 
usher as they go up and down the aisles during our first song. 
 
KIDZONE TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED Talk about FUN! KidZone is 
the FUNNEST FUN and such a great OUTREACH to the children of 
our church and community and we need teens and adults to be part of 
our KidZone Team. Each Wednesday, we sing, teach, play games 
with, feed and lead Kids through the Bible through fun, themed 
lessons. If this sounds interesting to you, please contact Dean 
Christianson (373-2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. We begin on 
September 15th after school and we run until 5:30 p.m. throughout the 
school year. 
 
GOD’S ARMY If you wish to receive emails to pray for our country, 
you need to let Sharon Blair slblair7@gmail.com or Darlyne Paulson 
darlyne.paulson@gmail.com know.  Just send us an email that you 
wish to receive these as we only send to those who request it.  
Thanks, Sharon and Darlyne 
 
SUNDAY ADVENTURES TEACHERS NEEDED If you love 
elementary kids, we are looking for SUNDAY ADVENTURES 
TEACHERS for this coming school year. The curriculum is easy and 
the kids are fun as you teach K-5th grade. We are also dividing up the 
year into 6 or 8 week segments, so you are not tied down for all year. 
For more information or to sign up, contact Dean Christianson (373-
2035) or deanfirstpres@gmail.com. Sunday Adventures and Faith 
Cafe will begin on Sunday, September 19th. 
 
DAYS FOR GIRLS will not be meeting this Thursday, August 19th.  
We will resume again Thursday, September 16th.   
 
ALL CHURCH PLANNING MEETING There will be an all church 
planning meeting on Tuesday, August 17th from 6-8 pm. This is for 
Committee chairs or a representative of the committee to plan the 
church calendar for the next several months. Come for pizza (at 6:00) 
and planning. 



SERMON NOTES-AUGUST 15, 2021 
WHAT DOES JESUS SAY ABOUT HAPPINESS? 

PEACE, PERSECUTION AND A PARTY 
MATTHEW 5:9-11 

 
1.  Happiness does not mean the avoidance of challenges or pain. 
 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.           Matthew 5: 11-12 
 
 
2.  There is much more to making peace than avoiding conflict. 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.    
                                                                                            Matthew 5:9 
 
 
3. God allows Christians to suffer is because it serves to deepen 
and purify and to bring us closer to him 
 
You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. 
The persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom.    
                                                                 Matthew 5:10 (The Message) 
 
 
4. To say that “Jesus is Lord” are fighting words for many. 
 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me.               Matthew 5:11 
 
 
5. Our task as Christians is not to avoid suffering, but to suffer 
for the right things. 
 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.                  
                         Matthew 5:12 
 

 

NOTES 

 

 



 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
A Place to Belong!            

 
 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
                                              
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
                                                
*GATHERING MUSIC 
 Lord, I Lift Your Name on High  

   (sing twice; found on back of bulletin) 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
L:  Show us your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 
P:  Guide us in your truth and teach us, for you are God our 
     Savior, and our hope is in you always. 
L:  Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, do not remember 
     our sins and my rebellious ways;  
P:  According to your love remember us.  For you, Lord, are good. 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 
 Green #92   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
 
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS            Pastor Chris Carlson 
 
 
*PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
 
 

 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE 
 Thy Word (found on back of bulletin) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 I Am His Lamb 
  Sue Jorgensen & Lisa Sturtz 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 Matthew 5:9-11 
 
MESSAGE        Pastor Chris Carlson 

What Does Jesus Say About Happiness? 
Peace, Persecution and a Party 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the 
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
 Green #277   The Church’s One Foundation 
 
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
*Please stand if you are able. 


