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SERMON NOTES FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
WHAT WOULD JESUS SAY ABOUT ANGER?
MATTHEW 5:21-26

PLEASE keep the following people in your prayers: Sally
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Siglinda Kleih,
Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son), Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome,
Dick Polley, Drake Hanson, Marilyn Stegenga, your PNC.

1. Jesus reminds us that what happens on the outside always
begins on the inside.
But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be
subject to judgment. Matthew 5:22a
2.

Anger is not wrong in itself. It is in fact a gift of God…but it
can be a very dangerous gift!
In your anger do not sin: Do not let the sun go down while you
are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.
Ephesians 4:26-27
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick
to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s
anger does not bring about the righteous life that God
desires.
James 1:19-20

3. Calling people names is an indicator of a prideful heart and
that we are on shaky ground with God.
Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca’ is answerable
to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in
danger of the fire of hell. Matthew 5:22b
4.

God considers reconciliation an essential for worship.
Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against you, leave
your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled
to your brother; then come and offer your gift.
Matthew 5:23-24

If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for
today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an
usher as they go up and down the aisles during our first song.
LADIES!...join us beginning tomorrow night September 20 from
6:30-7:30 p.m. for our women’s Bible study discussion. We will be
watching a video and discussing Lisa Harper’s “Believing In Jesus” –
based on the Book of Acts. Tomorrow night’s session is “The
Declarations that Define Us”. Join Julie Johnston and Diane Aysta
as we navigate our way with Lisa Harper - as a humorist and
theological scholar. “I’m so grateful for the opportunities God’s given
me but don’t forget He often uses donkeys and rocks!” Please use
the front door only.
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP SERVERS We need coffee fellowship
servers for the fall. Please sign up downstairs TODAY so we can
continue this great tradition after church.
ONE MORE TEACHER needed for our SUNDAY ADVENTURES
TEAM! We are needing a teacher for K-5th grade on Sundays at
9:00 a.m. for our March/April/May (8 weeks). It's FUN and
REWARDING... please contact Dean Christianson (373-2035) and
help us grow our kids' faith!
For the month of September, PWSC is on a quest to “STOCK THE
SHELVES” of our Ecumenical Food Pantry with cereal. Please
consider giving 1, 2, 3 boxes/bags of cereal this month. Thanks,
PWSC committee.

THE NURSERY IS OPEN and we need more workers and
subs. These are paid positions. If you are interested, please contact
Dean Christianson (deanfirstpres@gmail.com or 402-6975) to get
more information.

THIS WEEK and NEXT
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 19
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship

SUNDAY ADVENTURES (preschool - 5th grade) and FAITH
CAFE (teens and adults) programming started TODAY. If you
missed, you can still get your children involved and yourselves as
well. Come join us Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. as we all "grow"
our faith together!

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 20
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study

ADVENTURE BIBLES will be given out today to our 3rd
graders: Ryker Bayerkohler, Dominic Berning, Eli Cunningham,
Emma Harves, Ruthie Hendrickson, Jaxson Janssen, Jerzi Jensen,
Brynn Mulder, Ellery Rothmeier, and Goy Tot. We pray that God will
use these Bibles to touch the hearts of these children and change
their lives forever!

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 22
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 21
7:00 pm Session Committees

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25
8:30 am Structural Health event
SESSION HAS CALLED a congregational meeting for Sunday,
October 17 following worship for the purpose of receiving the report
of the PNC nominating Charles Teixeira as Senior Pastor.

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 27
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 29
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife
SATURDAY OCTOBER 2
4:00 pm Karina Stripe/Tyler Doran wedding

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
WHAT WOULD JESUS SAY ABOUT ANGER?
MATTHEW 5:21-26
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Read also James 4:1-3
You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I
tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to
judgment….
Mathew 5:21-22a
Most everyone knows you should not murder or commit adultery,
but Jesus reminds us that what happens on the outside always
begins on the inside, in what the Bible calls the heart, the very
center of our being. It is not enough to engage in behavior
modification or to resolve to do more good things and refrain from
bad things. These resolutions can be a helpful in the same way
taking bath is helpful or dressing a wound. They can help with
outward behaviors and even produce better habits, but they do little
to help with inward motivations, where everything starts. Jesus is
saying if we are not clean on the inside we are not really clean. The
dirt on the inside requires a different kind of cleaning. The infection
on the inside requires a different kind of medicine, the kind only he
can provide.
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for my inward sins as well as my outward
ones. Transform me on the inside that I might be more like you on
the outside. Amen.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Read also Ephesians 4:17-31; James 1:19-27
Mathew 5:21-22a: You have heard that it was said to the people
long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject
to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother
will be subject to judgment….

Jesus is not saying all anger is wrong. It is in fact a gift of God. But
anger can be very dangerous. Anger is like a fire. If it is strictly
controlled, it can produce many beneficial results. However, if it is
allowed to get out of hand, it can cause harmful destruction and
even death, Anger can easily miss the mark and undo the good we
want to do. It can easily graduate from righteous anger to anger
that wants to take revenge, anger that wants to hurt and destroy.
Think of times in your life when anger motivated you to do
something that needed to be done. Think of some other times when
it crossed the line and become destructive. What was the
difference?
Prayer: Lord, I so easily cross the line in my anger. Give me
righteous anger toward the things that anger you. Help me learn
where to draw the line between anger that helps and anger that
hurts. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Read also Romans 12:1-8
Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the
Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the
fire of hell. Matthew 5: 22b-23
Jesus is not denying that people are “fools” at times. But how easily
our attitude and language lashes out at people around us with
sarcasm and put downs. Words like “idiot” and “empty headed” are
warning signals to us that we may be walking on dangerous ground
with God, and that our pride and anger have graduated into what
should not be.
Prayer: Lord, forgive my desire to feel superior to some around me.
Forgive my lashing out with words which sting more than a whip.
Give me a heart which seeks to heal and words which bring peace.
Amen.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Read also Matthew 18:15-35
Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against you, leave your
gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your
brother; then come and offer your gift.
Matthew 5:23-24
God wants us to take the initiative and not wait for others to make
the first move. Reconciliation is even a higher priority than worship
because it is not possible to really worship when we have wronged
a friend. Don't delay. Don' wait. Don't postpone. If you're the
offender or if you're the offended, the Bible says, the ball is always
in your court. You take the first step.
Prayer: Lord, it is hard to ask for forgiveness or to say we are sorry.
Give me strength to do so if it is at all possible. Not in my strength,
but yours. Amen
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Read also 1 Thessalonians 4: 1-11
Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to
court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand
you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the
officer, and you may be thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, you
will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
Matthew 5: 25-26
As followers of Jesus, we cannot expect God to protect us from
paying our debts or obeying the law. We have a witness to the
world, and we should take the initiative to be good citizens and to
live at peace with those around us, even those who may be our
adversaries.
Prayer: Lord, if making peace with friends is hard, how much harder
it is with my adversaries. As much as it depends upon me, help me
to be reconciled with those in my family and church, as well as
those who are in my circle of life. Amen
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Liam David Paulson
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty from there He shall come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

ORGAN POSTLUDE
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
*Please stand if you are able.
God’s Blessings on Liam and his parents Ben & Vanessa.
Liam’s sponsors are Isaac & Sara Paulson.

