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Please consider bringing the joy of Christmas to a needy child by
participating in OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD. This is an
exciting program that demonstrates God’s love through gift-filled
shoeboxes. Not only will a needy child receive a shoebox with gifts
but also Christian literature in his or her own language. Pre-folded
boxes and brochures can be found on a table in the narthex.
Postage is $9.00 per box. If you wish to have a shoebox prepared
for you, the youth will be filling boxes for $25.00 per shoebox. Make
a separate check for your Christmas box payment (written out to First
Presbyterian Church with shoe box in the memo) and put in the
offering boxes or bring to the church office as soon as possible. The
collection date this year is November 14. This is a great program
and we appreciate your support.

PLEASE PRAY for the following people: Sally Rickenbach (Sandy
Maiden’s sister), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Drake Hanson, Marilyn
Stegenga, Wangen family. If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that
you would like us to pray for today and this week, please fill out a
prayer card and hand it to an usher as they go up and down the
aisles during our first song.
LADIES!...join us tomorrow night October 4 from
6:30-7:30 p.m. for our women’s Bible study discussion in the
Multipurpose room. We will be watching the end of session two and
discussing session three “Checkered Pasts Can Make Incredible
Preachers”. Please use the front door only.
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL…during the pandemic our
children have still been taken care of, just in a different way. Your
sponsorship is so important, if you haven’t paid for your child(ren) we
ask that you please fulfill your commitment of $91/per child at your
earliest convenience. Thank you!
For the month of October, we will be collecting canned fruit for our
ecumenical food pantry. You can help “STOCK OUR SHELVES” by
giving delicious fruit for this project. Thanks, PWSC committee.
SESSION HAS CALLED a congregational meeting for Sunday,
October 17 following worship for the purpose of receiving the report
of the PNC nominating Charles Teixeira as Senior Pastor.
The SAFETY TEAM is asking for volunteers. The team’s main focus
is members and visitors, church building, inclement weather and fire.
If interested or for more information, please call the church office.

THIS WEEK and NEXT
SUNDAY OCTOBER 3
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Visiting Deacons meeting
MONDAY OCTOBER 4
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study discussion
TUESDAY OCTOBER 5
9:00 am Staff
7:00 pm Session
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 6
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife
7:00 pm Choir
THURSDAY OCTOBER 7
6:30 pm By Faith Prayer

SERMON NOTES-OCTOBER 3, 2021
WHAT MAKES GOD SMILE?
Psalm 100 and Romans 12:1-5
1. The God who smiles
“You created everything, and it is for your pleasure that they exist
and were created.” Revelation 4:11 (NLT)
2. Pleasing God is the main purpose in life.
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your
everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and
walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for
him. Romans 12:1-2 (The Message)
3. God smiles when we worship truly.
Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone
completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more
about self than God. That person ignores who God is and what
he is doing. Romans 8:7 (The Message)
4. God smiles when we say “yes!”

SUNDAY OCTOBER 10
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
MONDAY OCTOBER 11
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
5:00 pm PWSC meeting
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study discussion
TUESDAY OCTOBER 12
4:00 pm Food Pantry Directors meeting
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 13
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior….” Luke 1:46-47

((((The ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION of First
Presbyterian Church of Albert Lea will be held Sunday, October 31
immediately following the worship service in the church
sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting is to present the Proposed
2022 Budget; to elect Elders, Deacons; Members from the
Congregation-at-Large to the Nominating Committee
and the Memorial/Endowment Committee.)))

The heart of worship is surrender! In today’s competitive culture we are
taught to never give up and never give in—so we don’t hear much about
surrendering. If winning is everything, surrendering is unthinkable. We
would rather talk about winning, succeeding, overcoming, and
conquering than yielding, submitting, obeying, and surrendering. But
surrendering to God is the heart of worship. Also, surrendering to God
is the path to victory. When Joshua approached the biggest battle of his
life he surrendered himself and his plans to God. That surrender led to a
stunning victory at Jericho. Later, Mary surrenders her life to God and
she is overwhelmed by the purpose and plan of God. She speaks a
Psalm of praise and says, “My soul exalts in God.” Surrendering to God
is like walking through a door to another room. God promises to be with
us as we go and promises rewards for going. However, many won’t
walk through that door because they are too comfortable where they are,
too afraid to take the risk, or simply think they know what is best. The
fact is joy comes with saying “yes” to God. God never promises that
obedience is easy, but he does promise that with obedience we will have
both his joy and our own as well. With surrender and faithfulness, we
enter the joy of our master. Unfortunately, so many miss out because
they don’t trust the one who invites them to obey.
Prayer: Lord, though the world says just the opposite, help me
remember that the greatest joy is found in obedience to you, and the
most fun is in fulfilling your purposes. Amen.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 3, 2021
WHAT MAKES GOD SMILE?
PSALM 100; ROMANS 12:1-5 (The Message)
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
Read also Philippians 4:4-7
“You created everything, and it is for your pleasure that they exist and
were created.” Revelation 4:11 (NLT)
We were planned for God’s pleasure! The moment we were born into
the world God was there as an unseen witness, smiling at our birth. God
did not need to create us, but he chose to do so for his own enjoyment.
We exist for his benefit, his glory, his purpose, and his delight. Bringing
enjoyment to God - living for his pleasure - is the first purpose of our
lives. When we fully understand this truth, we will never again have a
problem with feeling insignificant. It proves our worth. Anything we do
that brings pleasure to God is an act of worship. Worship is not a part of
our life - it is our life. Praise should be the first activity when you open
your eyes in the morning and the last activity when you close them at
night. As David said, “I will thank the Lord at all times. My mouth will
always praise him” (Psalm 34:1).
Prayer: Forgive me for not remembering that my purpose is to love and
serve you and not the other way around. Help me to worship you each
day at the beginning and the end and all the spare moments in between.
Amen.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
Read also Mark 12:30
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walkingaround life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what
God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.
Romans 12:1-2 (The Message)
Pleasing God is the first purpose of our life, and our most important task
is to discover how to do that. The smile of God is the goal of our life!

God smiles when we grow in our love for him, trust him more and
more, learn to obey him, and then praise and thank him for all that we
are and all that we have. We often feel that the only time God is pleased
with us is when we’re doing “spiritual” activities—like reading the
Bible, attending church, praying, or sharing our faith. God watches
every detail of our lives, whether we are working, playing, resting, or
eating. He doesn’t miss a single move we make. Every human activity,
except sin, can be done for God’s pleasure if we do it with the attitude
of praise. Will you make pleasing God the goal of your life? If you do,
you will find that you will have more courage, purpose and especially
joy as you go through life.
Prayer: Lord, help me learn, day by day, the things that please you. I
thank you that you love and enjoy me and my life in its details. Help me
to love and enjoy you in the same way. Amen.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6
Read also Colossians 1:9-14
Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone
completely absorbed in self ignores God and ends up thinking more
about self than God. That person ignores who God is and what he is
doing. Romans 8:7 (The Message)
The first calling we have as Christians is worship, and worship is first
and foremost about God. Worship is called service because in it we
render service to God and give him honor and love, as we thank him for
who he is and what he has done for us. That means that how we feel
during worship is a secondary consideration. The question is, how
blessed does God feel. Second, worship is not an option for a Christian.
It is one of the initial ways we fulfill the first commandment (“Love the
Lord your God….”). Unfortunately, most people think in terms of
themselves and judge worship by their experience of the message or the
music or how welcome they feel. When we treat worship as being about
us or treat it as an option, we miss the whole point by failing to honor
God as the Lord of our lives and we rob ourselves of the true blessings
that worship brings.

Prayer: “You alone are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory,
honor, and power, because you created all things, and they came into
existence and were created because of your will” (Revelation 4:11).
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
Read also Psalms 146, 147, 148, 149, 150
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with
gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Psalm 100:1-2
Worship is to be a festival not a funeral. What matters most is not the
style of worship, traditional, contemporary, or somewhere in between.
What matters most is whether or not the service is inspiring. To be
inspired is to be “full of God”, to be aroused and motivated by the
presence and the worship of our God. There are times in this life when
worship should be solemn. There are times when it will contain tears of
sadness. However, we get a clearer picture of the heart of worship
through the short glimpses of worship in heaven. There, worship is a
celebration of who God is and what God has done, is doing, and will do.
There God is thoroughly enjoyed forever and ever, and he enjoys his
people, too. That same sense of celebration begins right now. As we
trust Christ, we are given a new life and purpose and significance. We
are forgiven of every sin, mistake and failure. We are loved and
accepted by the Holy God of the universe. We are provided a spiritual
family for our support. We are given God’s Word to help us live well.
We are equipped with spiritual gifts and abilities. We are guaranteed
eternal life. We are able to face life with an optimistic faith. And these
are only a few things. If these things are not enough to cause us to
celebrate, we might need to check our pulse.
Prayer: Lord, the heart of worship is celebration, for all that you are
and all that you have done, are doing, and will do. You alone are
worthy to receive praise and glory and honour. Amen.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8
Read also 2 Chronicles 20:1-29
And Mary said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior…”
Luke 1:46-47

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Place to Belong!

ORGAN PRELUDE

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

RINGING OF THE BELL
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
GATHERING MUSIC
Mighty to Save
Here I Am to Worship
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
Abba Father
I Love You Lord

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING PRAYER
*SONG OF RESPONSE
Green #178 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

*PASSING THE PEACE
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*HYMN
Green #202 Amazing Grace
SERMON
Pastor Chris Carlson
What Makes God Smile?
Psalm 100; Romans 12:1-5 (The Message)
CHORAL ANTHEM
Feed Me Lord
Gayle Brownlow, bassoon

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Go Now in Peace
ORGAN POSTLUDE
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
^^^
*Please stand if you are able.

