What Does It
Take to Be a
Good Brick?

October 31, 2021
Transitional Pastor Chris Carlson
First Presbyterian Church 308 Water Street
Albert Lea, MN 56007 (507) 373-2035
churchoffice@firstpres.us www.firstpres.us
Making disciples to glorify God.
First Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

The ADVENT WALL OF NEEDS is up on the bulletin board across
from the kitchen and we need your help for our December 5th Advent
Festival. We need people to help serve the food in the kitchen. We
need people to serve by helping kids do crafts, decorate cookies or
lead Christmas bingo. We also need financial help to fund all the fun
for the day! If you can do any of these things, please fill out a slip and
return it to Dean's mailbox in the narthex or the CE mailbox by his
office.
There's been some interest in starting an EVENING men's Bible
study/small group. If you might be interested, let Dean Christianson
know and he can connect you to each other and to some guides and
helps to get you started (deanfirstpres@gmail.com or 507-402-6975).

PLEASE PRAY for the following people: Sally Rickenbach (Sandy
Maiden’s sister), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Marilyn Stegenga. If you
have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for today and
this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an usher as they go
up and down the aisles during our first song.
LADIES!...join us tomorrow night November 1st from
6:30-7:30 p.m. for our women’s Bible study discussion in the
Multipurpose room. We will be watching and discussing session 7
“Turning Your World Upside Down”. Please use the front door only.
This coming month of November, we will collect jello for our “STOCK
OUR SHELVES” project. Red, green and yellow jello seem to be
favorites, but we will put ANY color on our shelves. Thanks, PWSC
committee.
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL…during the pandemic our children
have still been taken care of, just in a different way. Your sponsorship is
so important, if you haven’t paid for your child(ren) we ask that you
please fulfill your commitment of $91/per child at your earliest
convenience. Thank you!
The ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION of First
Presbyterian Church of Albert Lea will be held today immediately
following the worship service in the church sanctuary. The purpose of
the meeting is to present the proposed 2022 budget; to elect elders,
deacons; members from the congregation-at-large to the nominating
committee and the memorial/endowment committee and to vote on a
change in the church bylaws on the number of elders.
The Session recommends the following change from the By-Laws of
First Presbyterian Church of Albert Lea: ARTICLE IV, SECTION 4:
ELDERS IN ACTIVE SERVICE: From: There shall ordinarily be sixteen
(16) elders and one youth elder in active service on the Session…, to:
There shall ordinarily be nine (9) elders and one youth elder in active
service on the Session….
Don’t forget to bring your OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD shoe box
to the church by Sunday November 14th when they will be dedicated to
the Lord. They will then be taken to a collection center and on to the
Minneapolis distribution center to be mailed to various countries.
Because of you, some child and his/her family will come to know of
God’s greatest gift—His Son Jesus Christ!

THIS WEEK and NEXT
SUNDAY OCTOBER 31
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Congregational Meeting
MONDAY NOVEMBER 1
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study discussion
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 2
9:00 am Staff
7:00 pm Session
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 3
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife

Congregational Meeting Agenda
First Presbyterian Church
Albert Lea, MN
October 31, 2021
I.

Prayer

II.

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Congregation,
January 31, 2021

III.

Purpose of meeting

IV.

Change in By-Laws

V.

Election of Church Officers…Class of 2024
Elders
David Jensen
David Paulson
Sara Rasmussen
Hannah Willner (Youth Class of 2022)

7:00 pm Choir

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 4
6:30 pm By Faith Prayer
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Stewardship Brunch

Deacons
Marlon Attig
Bernie Drenth
Wanda Attig
Crystal Drenth
Garnys Nelson (2 year fulfillment)
Shannon Poplow (2 year fulfillment)
VI.

MONDAY NOVEMBER 8
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study discussion

Memorial & Endowment Fund Committee
Andrew Irvine
Jean Pelikan

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 9
4:00 pm Food Pantry Directors meeting
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 10
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife

7:00 pm Choir

Election of Representatives from the
Congregation-at-Large

Nominating Committee (1 year)
Tom Clawson
Janice Irvine
Jan Zehnder
Becky Johnson
Lori Lembke
VII.

Presentation of 2022 Proposed Budget

VIII.

Closing Prayer

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Read also Philippians 2: 5-7
Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions will
refute their prejudices. Then they’ll be won over to God’s side and be
there to join in the celebration when he arrives.
1 Peter 2: 12 (The MSG)
Being a servant begins with how we think! Someone once observed
that, “Servants think more about others than about themselves;
servants think like stewards, not owners; servants think about their
work, not what others are doing; servants base their identity in Christ;
and servants think of ministry as an opportunity, not an obligation.”
Though we may treat it like one, being a servant is not an option for
the Christian. It is what Christ himself calls us to be and do. Imagine
what could happen if just 10 percent of all Christians in the world got
serious about their role as real servants. Imagine all the good that
could be done. Are you willing to be one of those people?
Lord, may I never think less of myself, for you love me and have made
me in your image and given me the privilege of serving you. However,
may I think of myself less and be more willing to serve. Amen

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 31, 2021
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE A GOOD BRICK?
JEREMIAH 31:31-34; 1 PETER 2:1-12; 3:15

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Read Isaiah also 28:16; Psalm 118:22-24
As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by
God and precious to him…. 1 Peter 2: 4 (NIV)
In construction, the first stone or brick must be perfectly straight and
level because all of the other stones are aligned and leveled by it. This
is the role of the cornerstone. It is the foundation and guide for the
whole structure. In our day there are many paths to God proclaimed
and many who reject Christ in the church and out. However, Peter
reminds us that Jesus is God’s chief cornerstone, the foundation on
which the church stands, the straight and level that we trust for our
salvation and lives. Though many have and will “stumble” on this
rock (v.8), we must remain Christ-centered in whatever we say and
do, both as the church and as individual believers. If we do, we have
the certain promise that if we stand on him, we will never be
disappointed.
Lord, you are my rock, my redeemer. Help me to take my stand with
you and on you all the days of my life, in joy and in sorrow in good
times and in hard times. No matter what happens, give me the
strength to confess you as my Lord and my God. Amen.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2
Read also 1 Peter 2: 9-10
…you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2: 5 (NIV)

We were made to worship and worship is the first calling of every
believer. Peter uses a string of Old Testament word pictures of
temple, priest and sacrifice to tell an amazing story. On Jesus, the
chief cornerstone, God has done something altogether new. He has
built a new temple, established a new priesthood that offers new
sacrifices to God. The new temple is none other than the church made
up of his people, who are like living stones built on the foundation of
Christ and bound together by the mortar of the Word of God and the
Holy Spirit. Instead of relying on priests to offer sacrifices for us,
Jesus has offered himself, once for all, as the Great High Priest. In
him, we offer our own spiritual sacrifices of worship, declaring “the
praises of him who called (us) out of darkness into his wonderful
light.”

effort. Our relationship to God is a living thing, and it is his desire for
it to grow so that we might know him more, love him more deeply
and grow stronger to face the challenges in life. This is God’s desire
for us, but it takes our desire and our commitment to make it work.
What are you willing to do to improve your relationship with God?

Lord, forgive me when I make worship all about me, when I find it
boring or not worth my time. Clear my sight Lord that I may see you
and your glory in worship. Open my ears that I may hear your words
with clarity and conviction. May worship be like spiritual food and
drink and nourishment of my soul. Amen.

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect….
1 Peter 3: 15 (NIV)

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Read also Colossians 1: 22-29
Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you
will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this
nourishment, now that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.
1 Peter 2:2-3 (NLT)
Salvation is not just “fire insurance,” something we receive to make
sure we end up at the right eternal destination. It is the beginning of a
living relationship with God which extends into eternity. Like any
relationship, it has to grow in order to order to become stronger and
deeper. This lifelong process of growth is called discipleship and is
one of the main tasks of every believer and one of the main tasks of
every Christian church for its members. Sadly, millions of Christians
grow older but never grow up. Some do not have the opportunity.
Many others just do not see the need or do not make the time or

Prayer: Lord, you have loved me always: may I love you as I am
loved. You have given yourself to me: may I give myself to you. You
have died for me, may I live for you: in every moment of my time, in
every movement of my mind and every pulse of heart. Amen.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Read also Matthew 28: 18-20

We are not called just to be focused on our relationship with God, but
to continually invite others into that relationship as well. The other
side of being a disciple is making disciples. The Great Commission is
our mission. However, many Christians today look to God primarily
for personal fulfillment. They are saved, but self-centered. Their
prayers focus on their own needs, blessings, and happiness. They
want to use God for their purposes instead of being used for his
purposes. In contrast, God wants us to be Christians who know that
we are saved to serve, that we are made for the mission of sharing the
Good News. If we want to be like Jesus, we must have a heart for
those around us. Which type of Christian do you want to be?
Lord, give me such love of those around me that I may want to give
them you with all my heart. And give me a sense of urgency too, that I
may share with them your hope and love before it is too late. Amen.
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