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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Also read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
So, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view….
2 Corinthians 5:16a
I remember talking to a dear Elder at one of my churches several years
ago. I asked her kind of a "what if" question. I asked, "What if
somebody came into our church and they were dressed all in leather
with metal studs, and they had long hair, and had kind of a biker
emblem on the back of that leather jacket? Would you welcome them?"
She said, "Of course I would! But,” she added, “they would have to
change." What my elder was expressing is something very human and
happens in almost every group. There's an invisible wall that we build
up around ourselves. It basically goes like this, "If you want to become
part of us, you have to be like us." And so, everybody else is expected
to change. Being a missionary in a church setting does not necessarily
mean approval of all lifestyles or behaviors, but it does include meeting
people where they are and being patient with them, especially as we
remember how God (and everyone else) is patient with us. The real
issue is how willing are we to welcome others who dress, speak, or look
different than we do? How much effort are we willing to put in learning
their language and customs? God has a missionary heart, and we would
be his ambassadors. For starters, that may mean making some changes
ourselves.
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for mostly judging by appearances, and
especially expecting others to be like me before I would accept them.
Help me approach others with the same patience you have given to me.
Amen.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21, 2021
A MISSIONARY HEART
1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-23; 2 COLORINTHIANS 5:14-21
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Also read Ephesians 2:1-10
Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to
everyone, to win as many as possible. 1 Corinthians 9:19
A minister I know once said, “If you are a Christian and have a pulse,
you are a missionary.” We are missionaries because the Bible says so.
A missionary is a person who seeks to reach others by learning their
language, their culture, their place and, in a way, becomes one of them.
That's what Paul is talking about when he says he became weak to
reach the weak, became like a Gentile to reach Gentiles, and like a Jew
to reach Jews. He became all things to all people so that he might reach
some. Paul says later that we are God’s ambassadors who take God’s
message of reconciliation through Jesus Christ to the world. Being
God’s missionary does not necessarily mean we have to go to a foreign
land. There are people all around us who think and speak in different
ways and who come from all kinds of places. That means we are God’s
missionaries wherever we are--whether working, shopping, or simply
visiting a neighbor. God didn’t save us just to save us. He saved us to
go to others with his message, wherever we live, and in whatever we
do.
Prayer: Lord, help me to remember you did not save me just to save
me, but you saved me to be your witness and do your work in the world.
Amen.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Also read John 1:1-18
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
We are to be missionaries because God is a missionary. In primordial
history, human beings rebelled against God and became separated from
God because of their sin. Instead of abandoning human beings and
leaving them in their misery, God came to human beings, and kept

coming. Even when human beings rejected him, again and again, he
kept sending messengers, and he kept loving and redeeming. In the end,
he came himself, in the person of Jesus Christ. Again, a missionary is a
person who attempts to reach other people by learning their language,
their culture, their place, and, in a way, becoming like them. In Jesus,
God did this in spades. He literally became human, like us in every
way. He did this so we could comprehend God and his message. God
has a missionary heart which longs for human beings to understand,
believe, and be healed. He calls all of us to have the same missionary
heart and give ourselves to the same task.
Prayer: Lord, help me to see that being a missionary, above all else, is
being like you. To have a missionary heart is to have your heart. To
seek and love others is to follow the path you have already blazed.
Amen.
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Also read Daniel 3:1-30
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even
if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your
gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” Daniel 3:17-18
Many of us may remember the story about how hundreds of thousands
of French and English troops were surrounded on the coast at Dunkirk
at the beginning of WW II, and how, in a miraculous rescue, people in
boats large and small, from all over, took them away from under the
noses of the German Army. It is a thrilling story. Before the rescue, as
messages were being sent back and forth, a British soldier sent back a
message that consisted only of three words. It said, "And if not." It
wasn't a code. Everybody in England knew what that meant. It came
from the story, in the Book of Daniel, about Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. When these three were threatened with a fiery death, if they
did not bow down to the king, they said, "God is able to rescue us and
he will--and if not, we will be faithful anyway." The soldier’s message
was very clear. “We will trust God that we will be rescued, and if not,
we will remain faithful anyway.” In that day, everyone in England
knew what these words meant, because they knew the Bible. Very few
in England would know it now, and certainly few in America would,
even those who go to church. As we go to the people around us today,

we must know that our culture is no longer predominantly Christian. Of
course, there are many Christians in our country, but now the majority
does not go to church, and fewer and fewer know the Bible or the
Gospel. This is a great challenge to us, but it is also a great opportunity.
The question is, will we seize it?
Prayer: Lord, help me have faith like the three men in Daniel and like
the soldiers at Dunkirk. Help me to trust you enough that I may be
faithful no matter what the consequences might be. Amen.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Also Read Acts 3:1-10
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Acts 3:6
We have become accustomed to the accusation from non-Christians,
"You Christians shouldn't think you're better than other people." We're
not better people, but we have a better message. The message of Jesus
Christ is different from every other faith. Every other religion very
teaches (to one degree of another) that we all need to be reconciled with
God. The difference consists in how. The method of reconciliation for
every other religion is that human beings need to work at something. It
may be contemplation, ritual, doing good works, or refraining from bad
ones. The Christian message is exactly the opposite. It is God who
comes to us and has done the work for us through Jesus Christ. Our
work consists of trusting in his work and turning our lives over to him.
It is God who comes to us, not we who go to God. That's the message
that we bring. It is not an arrogant message. We are sinners who have
found forgiveness, purpose, and love. It is like one beggar telling other
beggars where to find bread. With that kind of message, being a
missionary is not so hard after all.
Prayer: Lord, help me see that when it comes to being a missionary the
pressure is off! I don’t have to pretend to be anything except what I am:
a forgiven sinner with a wonderful message. Amen.

THIS WEEK and NEXT
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
MONDAY NOVEMBER 22
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 24
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
No Women’s Bible study, KidZone,
Frontline, Highlife
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 25 / FRIDAY NOVEMBER 26
Offices Closed
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28
No Sunday Adventures or Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
MONDAY NOVEMBER 29
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 1
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife
7:00 pm Choir
THURSDAY DECEMBER 2
6:30 pm By Faith Prayer
SATURDAY DECEMBER 4
10:00 am Choir

PLEASE PRAY for the following people: Sally Rickenbach (Sandy
Maiden’s sister), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Marilyn Stegenga. If you
have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for today
and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an usher as
they go up and down the aisles during our first song.
Are you shopping for groceries? Just add a few boxes of jello for our
November STOCK THE SHELVES food pantry. Last month we
brought in 85 cans of fruit. We could flood the shelves with jello if
every family participates in a giving project this month.
It's only 3 weeks until our ADVENT FESTIVAL on Sunday,
December 5th, right after church. We will have a yummy sloppy joe
lunch, decorate Christmas cookies, put together crafts, watch a classic
Christmas special in the Starlight Theater, play Christmas bingo and
you can write out some Christmas cards for soldiers overseas. Don't
miss out on all the FUN!
There will be NO KidZone, Frontline or Highlife on Wednesday,
November 24 because of Thanksgiving. There will be NO Sunday
Adventures OR Faith Cafe on Sunday, November 28 because of
Thanksgiving.
We are still in need of a CHURCH TREASURER…if you or someone
you know would be interested, please contact the church office.
The PROPERTY COMMITTEE would like to thank Todd & Nancy
Leach for the sod and Brian & Teri Demmer for the lawn care this
summer. Your donations are greatly appreciated.
Because of your generosity we collected 227 shoe boxes for OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD to be given to needy children around the world.
Thank you to the youth for packing 150 boxes and to all who helped load
the shoe boxes to be sent to the distribution center.
KIDZONE is in need of some more volunteers to just visit and sit with the kids
while they eat their snacks and play table games (from 2:55 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.).
It's FUN and the kids are GREAT!!! Contact Dean Christianson if you're
interested and able to help out!

THANK YOU FOR YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
God is working here at First Presbyterian Church. We have a new
Pastor inbound and we are excited to see what God will do in the
coming months and years. In the meantime, it is important to finish the
year well. As the end of the year approaches, it is clear that...
Some have kept up with regular generous giving. If you are one of
those, thank you for your regular, systematic giving! It means a great
deal to the ministry of your church.
Some have pledged, but are behind either by a little or a lot. If you
are one of those, you are encouraged to complete your pledge by
December 31. It is very important to finish the year well and your
pledge is vital for accomplishing the goal of greeting the new year in
the black and moving forward.
Some have not pledged but give regularly anyway. Thank you so
much for your generous help!
Some have not given in the first 11/12ths of this year to support
their church. If this includes you, we know there are many reasons
why people do not give. If you are able, please support the work of
Christ here at First Presbyterian Church. Every bit helps, and we need
everyone to participate.

SERMON NOTES—NOVEMBER 21, 2021
A MISSIONARY HEART
1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-23; 2 CORINTHIANS 5:14-21
1. If you are a Christian, you are a missionary.
Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave
to everyone, to win as many as possible. 1 Corinthians 9:19
2. You are a missionary because God is.
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life. John 3:16
3. Relax! The message is not about you.
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I
give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”
Acts 3:6
4. Our work as missionaries always starts with us.
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of
view… 2 Corinthians 5:16a
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The First Song of Isaiah
(Refrain) Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in Him and
not be afraid. For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure
defense, and He will be my Savior.
Therefore, you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of
salvation. And on that day you shall say, give thanks to the Lord
and call upon His Name. (Refrain)
Make His deeds known among the peoples; see that they
remember that His Name is exalted. Sing the praise of the Lord,
for He has done great things, and this is known in all the world.
(Refrain)
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, for the great one
in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. (Refrain 2 x)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Place to Belong!

MISSIONS MOMENT

ORGAN PRELUDE

CHORAL ANTHEM (with congregation)
First Song of Isaiah (see bulletin insert)

RINGING OF THE BELL

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER

*GATHERING MUSIC
Thank You Lord
Give Thanks
10,000 Reasons

MESSAGE
Pastor Chris Carlson
A Missionary Heart
1 Corinthians 9:19-23; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21

*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS

Pastor Chris Carlson

*SONG OF RESPONSE
Green #297 I Love to Tell the Story

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Go Now in Peace

*PASSING THE PEACE
*ORGAN POSTLUDE
*SONG OF PRAISE
Green #559 Come, Ye Thankful People Come

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
*Please stand if you are able.

