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THIS WEEK and NEXT
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28
No Sunday Adventures or Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
MONDAY NOVEMBER 29
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 1
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife
7:00 pm Choir

PLEASE PRAY for the following people: Sally Rickenbach
(Sandy Maiden’s sister), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich &
Sandy’s son), Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Marilyn
Stegenga. If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would
like us to pray for today and this week, please fill out a prayer
card and hand it to an usher as they go up and down the aisles
during our first song.
For the month of December, we are collecting pasta and pasta
sauce. Please consider shopping for these items so we can
STOCK THE SHELVES of the ecumenical food pantry at First
Presbyterian Church.

SATURDAY DECEMBER 4
10:00 am Choir

NEXT SUNDAY is our ADVENT FESTIVAL right after church.
We will have a yummy sloppy joe lunch, decorate Christmas
cookies, put together crafts, watch a classic Christmas special in
the Starlight Theater, play Christmas bingo and you can write out
some Christmas cards for soldiers overseas. Don't miss out on
all the FUN!

SUNDAY DECEMBER 5
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Advent Festival

We are still in need of a CHURCH TREASURER…if you or
someone you know would be interested, please contact the
church office.

THURSDAY DECEMBER 2
6:30 pm By Faith Prayer

MONDAY DECEMBER 6
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
TUESDAY DECEMBER 7
9:00 am Staff
7:00 pm Session
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife
7:00 pm Choir
SATURDAY DECEMBER 11
1:00 pm Choir

KIDZONE is in need of some more volunteers to just visit and sit
with the kids while they eat their snacks and play table games
(from 2:55 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.). It's FUN and the kids are GREAT!!!
Contact Dean Christianson if you're interested and able to help
out!
Believe it or not, the second half of the KidZone year is right
around the corners, so we have the COOKIE WALL OF
NEEDS up again across from the kitchen. If you can help us out
by baking or buying 6 dozen cookies or bars, please grab a week
off the bulletin board, fill it out and take the reminder half home
with you and put the other half in the cookie jar! The cookie is
and always will be an integral part of our KidZone ministry and
snack time! THANKS!

THANK YOU FOR YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
God is working here at First Presbyterian Church. We have a
new Pastor inbound and we are excited to see what God will do
in the coming months and years. In the meantime, it is important
to finish the year well. As the end of the year approaches, it is
clear that...
Some have kept up with regular generous giving. If you are
one of those, thank you for your regular, systematic giving! It
means a great deal to the ministry of your church.
Some have pledged, but are behind either by a little or a
lot. If you are one of those, you are encouraged to complete your
pledge by December 31. It is very important to finish the year
well and your pledge is vital for accomplishing the goal of
greeting the new year in the black and moving forward.
Some have not pledged but give regularly anyway. Thank
you so much for your generous help!
Some have not given in the first 11/12ths of this year to
support their church. If this includes you, we know there are
many reasons why people do not give. If you are able, please
support the work of Christ here at First Presbyterian Church.
Every bit helps, and we need
everyone to participate.

SERMON NOTES—NOVEMBER 28, 2021
CHRISTMAS TAKES COURAGE
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:5-20; 26-38; 2:8-17
1. It takes courage to BELIEVE what God says.
Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I
am an old man and my wife is well along in years.
Luke 1:18
2. It requires courage to say YES to God’s purposes for your
life.
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to
me as you have said.” Then the angel left her. Luke 1:38
3. It requires courage to ACCEPT the responsibility of God’s
calling.
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.
Matthew 1:24
4. It requires courage to Go and to SPEAK.
When the angles had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about.” Luke 2:15
When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child…
Luke 2:17

Prayer: Lord, the privilege, and the rewards of serving you are
greater than I can imagine. Give me the trust and the courage I need
to fulfill the calling you have for me. Amen.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3

Read Luke 2:8-20

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” Luke 2:15
In Jesus’ time, nobody loved a shepherd. Jews were warned by their
Rabbis against entering six professions, one of which was
shepherding. Shepherds were not allowed to give testimony in a court
because they ranged their sheep throughout the countryside without
paying attention to property lines. They were also considered thieves
and often blamed for anything that turned up missing. Also, they were
not permitted to enter places of worship because they were constantly
walking among the droppings of the sheep and that made them
religiously unclean. After the angel appeared and the excitement was
over, the shepherds could have reasoned (rightly) that they were not
good enough to see the Messiah, and no one would want to see them
coming anyway. It took courage for them to go. How often do we fail
to do something or go somewhere because we feel we or someone else
believes we are not good enough? However, the fact that we are
nothing special or not too good should never stop us going where God
wants. God has a history of using just such people to do his work.
Shepherds, prostitutes, thieves, murderers, as well as the not so bright
or good are most often the people he chooses. Have courage! We fit
right in! The shepherds obeyed and went, and in the process found
Jesus and a new life. When we obey, we do too.
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for the excuse of thinking I am not good
enough to serve you. Help me to remember that no one is, and it is the
ones who know this that you use the most. Amen.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 28, 2021
MATTHEW 1:18-25; LUKE 1:5-20; 26-38; 2:8-17
CHRISTMAS REQUIRES COURAGE
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Read Matthew 2:1-23

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape
to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for
the child to kill him.” Matthew 2:13
Often when we read or talk about stories from the past, we already
know what happened. So, we don’t feel the emotion of the story—the
intense fear, doubt and suffering the people living through it must have
had. The same is true with the Christmas stories. We have heard them
again and again. We know how they turn out and we miss the doubt
and fear those involved must have had, and the real courage it took for
them to do what God asked them to do. In each of the stories, a
messenger declares in one form or another, “Do not be afraid!” Or, to
put it more positively, “Have courage!” It would take courage for
Zechariah to believe that he and Elizabeth would have a son in their
old age. It would take courage for Mary to say “yes” to God’s purpose
of bearing his Messiah. It would take courage for Joseph to accept
Mary’s pregnancy and bear the responsibility as a surrogate father to
Jesus. It would take courage for the shepherds to go to Bethlehem as
the angel directed; and then to tell others about what they had seen.
The Christmas stories were not all stars and songs and a sweet babe in
a manger. They were about hard choices, overcoming fear and difficult
circumstances, and most of all, obedience.
Prayer: Lord, I often do not see the full depth of what your servants in
the past experienced, and so I am surprised at how hard it is for me.
Help me see their stories clearly so I can understand mine as well.
Amen.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Read Luke 1:5-25; 67-80

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old
man, and my wife is well along in years.” Luke 1:18

When Zechariah doubts the angel’s message, he is struck dumb and is
unable to speak until John is born. This seems cruel, but in reality it is
an example of God’s mercy. The act answers Zechariah’s question in a
way that takes away all fear and doubt. Zechariah can be sure his
experience was not a dream or hallucination because he cannot speak.
It is a sign to him, and then to others, that God does answer prayers
according to his own purposes, in his good time and often in spades.
When he finally is able to speak after John’s birth, he breaks forth in
great praise, the whole countryside hears about it, and everyone is
filled with awe. He has learned his lesson. It takes courage to believe.
Not only do we face the doubts and the skepticism of the world, but
we also have to deal with our own disappointments and doubts too.
Both Zechariah and Elizabeth had experienced a lifetime of heartache
because she couldn’t conceive. For years, they had prayed for a child,
and nothing happened. Now, they still prayed, but any hope for a child
had long since disappeared. Suddenly, an angel appears to him and
declares his prayer will be answered. Zechariah is afraid and skeptical.
He asks, “How can I be sure?” We can understand the question.
Sometimes we too go through the motions of faith without any real
expectation of results. When God does act, we find ourselves skeptical
or we may even miss what God is doing altogether. Thankfully, in his
mercy, God still acts and still uses us despite our doubt and fear.
Prayer: Lord, help me to trust you even when your answers are
delayed and especially when the answer is no. Thank you that you act
in my life and use me despite my doubts and fear. Amen.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1

Read Luke 1:26-38

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you
have said.” Luke 1: 38a
It also takes Courage to say, “yes” to God’s purpose for our lives.
Mary’s attitude and response is quite different from Zechariah’s. When
told his aged wife will have a son, Zechariah asks “How can I be
sure?” Mary does not doubt that it can be done. She simply wants to
know how it will be done. Even more astonishing is what she says
next. Her attitude was one of total surrender to the will of God for her
life. She says: “May it be to me as you have said.” To be used by God

in such an amazing way may sound exciting, but it would require great
courage as she has to explain everything to her family and her husband
to be. Her commitment would be tested when her abdomen began to
expand, and the tongues began to wag. Later, her heart would be
broken when she watched her son die on a cross. Mary’s surrender to
God is one we all should imitate. At the same time, we must remember
that God’s call is never easy and always involves great cost. Often,
obeying God’s call involves heartache and suffering and sometimes
costs our very lives. The question is not only are we willing to say
“yes” to God, but are we willing to pay the price that goes with it?
Prayer: Lord, let Mary’s prayer be my prayer for life as well. Use me
for whatever purposes you may have and help me be willing to pay
whatever cost there is. Amen.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2

Read Matthew 1:18-25

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. Matthew 1:24
Joseph needed courage too. First, there must have been the terrible
heartache and anger when he found out that Mary was pregnant. Even
when the thought of unfaithfulness was cleared up by the angel, it still
must have been hard. Mary was his wife and would bear his children,
but now the Lord had taken her away for his purposes. Also, Joseph
surely knew that accepting her meant he would endure all the
accusations that Mary herself would endure. People would say he was
a fool to take Mary as his wife, a woman who obviously had been with
another man and yet claimed some absurd story about being pregnant
and still a virgin. Still to come would be a long journey to Bethlehem,
the flight to Egypt to escape a child murdering king, and then starting a
new life in Nazareth. Most of all, Joseph would have the awesome
responsibility of being a surrogate father to God’s Messiah. He was a
carpenter, and just as he spent his life shaping wood and using it to
build things, so he would have the privilege of shaping the very Son of
God for his work. God often commands ordinary people to do
extraordinary things. The question of whether a person will do it or not
is not often one of ability, but one of courage and willingness to trust
the one who gives the command.
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