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There's been some interest in starting an EVENING MEN’S BIBLE
study/small group. If you might be interested, let Dean Christianson
know and he can connect you to each other and to some guides and
helps to get you started (deanfirstpres@gmail.com or 507-402-6975).

Are you looking to help at the church but not sure where? Do you
like to assist people? We have a paid volunteer position for
WEDDING COORDINATOR. It takes a little of your time meeting
with brides and the day of the wedding but is not a hard job and can
be fun. If you think this might be something you’d like to do or have
more questions, please call the church office (507-373-2035).

PLEASE PRAY for the following people: Sally Rickenbach (Sandy
Maiden’s sister), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Marilyn Stegenga. If you
have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for today
and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an usher as
they go up and down the aisles during our first song.
LADIES!...join us tomorrow night November 8th from
6:30-7:30 p.m. for our last women’s Bible study discussion in the
Multipurpose room. We will be watching and discussing session 8
“Bearing the Chain Because”. Please use the front door only.
This coming month of November, we will collect jello for our “STOCK
OUR SHELVES” project. Red, green and yellow jello seem to be
favorites, but we will put ANY color on our shelves. Thanks, PWSC
committee.
Don’t forget to bring your OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD shoe
box to the church by Sunday November 14th when they will be
dedicated to the Lord. They will then be taken to a collection center
and on to the Minneapolis distribution center to be mailed to various
countries. Because of you, some child and his/her family will come
to know of God’s greatest gift—His Son Jesus Christ!
The ADVENT WALL OF NEEDS is up on the bulletin board across
from the kitchen and we need your help for our December 5th Advent
Festival. We need people to help serve the food in the kitchen. We
need people to serve by helping kids do crafts, decorate cookies or
lead Christmas bingo. We also need financial help to fund all the fun
for the day! If you can do any of these things, please fill out a slip and
return it to Dean's mailbox in the narthex or the CE mailbox by his
office.

THIS WEEK and NEXT
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Stewardship Brunch
MONDAY NOVEMBER 8
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study discussion
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 9
4:00 pm Food Pantry Directors meeting
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 10
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife
7:00 pm Choir
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 14
9:00 am Sunday Adventures, Faith Café
10:00 am Worship
MONDAY NOVEMBER 15
9:00 am Men’s Bible study
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 16
7:00 pm Session Committees
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 17
8:30 am Prayer Warriors
10:00 am Women’s Bible study
3:00 pm KidZone, Frontline
6:00 pm Highlife
7:00 pm Choir
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18
9:00 am Days for Girls
6:30 pm By Faith Prayer

SERMON NOTES—NOVEMBER 7, 2021
LIVING and GIVING EXPECTANTLY
Deuteronomy 14;22b-23; Matthew 6:19-24
1. Stewardship is the key to understanding your life and why
you are here.
Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each
year. Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the
firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lord your
god at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so
that you may learn to revere the Lord your God always.
Deuteronomy 14:23
2. Giving finds it primary motivation from past blessings.
You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11
3. Giving helps us examine our motivation in the present.
No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and money. Matthew 6:24
4. Giving expresses our expectations of what God wants to
do in the future.
Remember this; whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly.
And whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6
5. The greatest “bang for our buck” is to invest it in getting
people into heaven.
I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so
that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
Luke 16:9

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Read Luke 16:1-13
I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
Luke 16:9

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 7, 2021
LIVING AND GIVING EXPECTANTLY
DEUTERONOMY 14:22b-23; MATTHEW6:19-24
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Read Deuteronomy 14:23

The greatest use of our money is to invest it in getting people into
heaven. When we give to a ministry, when we give to a church,
when we give to the Lord's work, we help people come to know the
Lord and make friends for eternity. We're going to spend a lot more
time on that side of death than on this side, so the best use of your
money is to invest it in something that's going to outlast it. Heaven
will be full of people who cheer when we get there, saying, "Look
who's here!" Others may come up to us and say, "I want to say
thanks. I'm here in heaven because of you." You might say, "I never
talked to you about the Lord. I never witnessed to you.” They might
say, "You gave to that ministry. You gave to that church. Because
you gave they reached out and touched me. So, indirectly you're
responsible for me being here." The Bible says that is the greatest
investment of your money, the biggest “bang for the buck.”

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth...
Genesis 1:1

Prayer: Lord, help me look beyond the present into the future, and
let the future help determine how I live and give. Amen.

Prayer: So often I think of my life as my own and I can do anything I
want with it. Forgive me. Lord, help me remember you are the owner
of everything and I am accountable to you. Amen.

Stewardship is the key to understanding life. If we don't understand
stewardship we don't understand why we were put on earth. The first
principle of stewardship is that God made and owns everything. We
sing, "This is My Father's World." He created it -- he made it -- so he
owns it--every plant, every rock, every animal, every person, everything. The second principle is that we have been made stewards of
all God’s property, including our very lives. A steward is someone
who manages someone else’s property. One day we will be called to
account for how we used the things God has given us to manage. If
God asked you what kind of steward you have been, what would you
say?

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Read Philippians 4:1-8
You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11
Faith is often about looking back and recalling the times when God
blessed us in the past. Looking back, we find strength for the present
and the future because we have seen God come through in the past.
Giving also finds its primary motivation from past blessings. We
know that God is the source of all that we have. He's the source of

our life. He's the source of our abilities. He's the source of
everything. We give because God first gave to us. We give because
we are thankful to God for our lives, our families, our abilities, and
blessings given to us in the past. It is the first reason and it's the
greatest reason. When we give to God, we express our appreciation
to God. We're saying, "God, I love you. I care about you. I'm
grateful for all you've done."
Prayer: Lord, help me identify the times in the past when you have
been faithful, May those things grow my love and appreciation for
who you are and what you have done for me. Amen
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
Read Luke 16:16-31
No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve both God and Money. Matthew 6:24
Giving helps us examine our motivation in the present, and to look
beyond our own needs. By nature, we are basically self-centered.
We have a tendency to think first, "What's in it for me?" We are
often like the rich man in Luke 16. His vision was mostly about
himself. His words were, “I,” “me,” and “my”. Giving helps
challenge our self-centered motivations and priorities. We need to
ask often: Am I living for God and his kingdom, or living mostly for
myself? When we sit down and determine what we will give, it is a
time to remember that God is the source of all that we have and all
that we are. He is the owner and we are managers of his property.
Are we thankful? Are we looking out for his interests and the
interests of others? If not, what do we need to do to change?
Lord, sometimes I need a checkup from the neck up. I am so selfcentered with my stuff and my time. Give me the heart to be a giver
and may that giving be a tool against my selfishness. Amen.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Read Matthew 6:20-21
Remember this, whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly.
And whoever sows generously will also reap generously."
2 Corinthians 9:6
Giving is a tri-focused activity. It starts with gratitude for the past; it
helps us keep our values and priorities balanced in the present; and it
is a demonstration of faith in the future. Giving expresses our
expectations of what God wants to do in the future. Just like a
farmer who scatters many seeds, he expects to get a big crop. If he
only planted one little corn seed, he would not be expecting much.
The principle is, if we sow bountifully, we reap bountifully; if we
sow sparingly, we reap sparingly. What are you expecting God to do
in your life? How much do you want God to bless your life? If you
want the answer to that question, if you want to know how much
God is able to do in your life this next year, just look at your giving.
The Bible says we reap what we sow. Abundant living begins with
abundant giving. We are not to give because somebody manipulates
our emotions or because we feel guilty. We give as an act of
gratitude, as an act of keeping our priorities in order, and as a
statement of faith saying, "I believe that God is going to bless me
this year, so I will give to him."
Lord, it scares me to have to trust you for the future and it is much
more comfortable to have few expectations, so I do not have to be
disappointed. This is not living by faith! Forgive me and make me
bold in what I expect you to do for myself and my church.
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