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1 Timothy 3:1-13 (NIV) 
 
Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an over-
seer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is to be above 
reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, re-
spectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunken-
ness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that 
his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner wor-
thy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to man-
age his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 
6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become con-
ceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He 
must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he 
will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 
 
8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect,  
sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing          
dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of 
the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be 
tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them 
serve as deacons. 
 
11 In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, 
not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in ev-
erything. 
 
12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage 
his children and his household well. 13 Those who have 
served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance 
in their faith in Christ Jesus.



Sermon Notes: October 24, 2021 
CHOOSING LEADERS IN THE CHURCH 

1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13 
                                               
1. THE IMPORTANCE OF GODLY LEADERS. 
Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires 
a noble task. - 1 Timothy 3:1 
                      
The vitality of a congregation's life and witness is directly proportional to 
the Spiritual maturity of its officers and their corporate understanding of 
their task. 
 
(Quotes here and below are from “A Job Description for Church             
Officers.”  Compiled from multiple sources by Christopher Carlson) 
 
2. GOOD REASONS TO CHOOSE LEADERS (AND NOT!).   
Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, 
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunk-
enness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.      
- 1 Timothy 3:2-3   
                                                      
Leadership in the Presbyterian Church is not about holy people (clergy, 
elders or deacons) leading unholy people, but a desire to take God's 
Word seriously and doing one’s best, though imperfectly, to follow Christ 
and serve is his people.  Leadership is not so much about gifts and abil-
ities as it is our beliefs, character and humility. 
 
3. THE WORD, THE COMMUNITY AND THE HEART.  
In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indul-
ging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep 
hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. They must 
first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve 
as deacons. - 1 Timothy 3:8-10                                                                                                  
 
Electing officers is calling into service those among us whom God has  
already equipped (to a reasonable extent) for the task. It is not a reward 
for service to the church or an honor conferred on deserving members.   
- 1 Timothy 3:8-10  
 
4.  SERVANTHOOD 101 
Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great             
assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus. - 1 Timothy 3:13                                                                                                
 
It is a CALLING which requires much time and effort in assuming                   
responsibility for the oversight of and/or service, to the congregation.                           

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE: Sally Rickenbach 
(Sandy Maiden’s sister), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s 
son), Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Marilyn Stegenga.    
If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for 
today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and give it to an 
usher as they go up and down the aisles during our first song. 
 
LADIES! Join us tomorrow night, October 18 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
for our women’s Bible study discussion in the Multipurpose Room.  
We will be watching and discussing session six, The Need to be           
ReGospeled. Please use the front door only. 
 
For the month of October, we will be collecting canned fruit for our   
Ecumenical Food Pantry. You can help “STOCK OUR SHELVES” by  
giving delicious canned fruit for this project. Thanks, PWSC commit-
tee. Thank you for the 101 boxes/bags  of cereal you donated last 
month! 
 
The ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION of First Presby-
terian Church of Albert Lea will be held NEXT Sunday, October 31,  
immediately following the worship service in the church sanctuary.  
The purpose of the meeting is to present the proposed 2022 Budget; 
to elect Elders, Deacons; Members from the Congregation-at-Large to 
the Nominating Committee and the Memorial/Endowment Committee. 
 
      THOSE NOMINATED include the following:  
      ELDERS: 3 year term (3 needed) 
      David Jensen, David Paulson, Sara Rasmussen 
      Hanna Willner (Youth Elder - 1 year term) 
 
      VISITING DEACONS: (3 needed) 
      Garnys Nelson and Shannon Poplow (2 year term) 
      Marlon and Wanda Attig (3 year term) 
      Bernie and Crystal Drenth (3 year term) 
 
      MEMORIAL AND ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: 
      Andrew Irvine and Jean Pelikan 
 
      NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 1 year term (5 needed) 
      Tom Clawson, Janice Irvine, Becky Johnson, Lori Lembke                     
      and Jan Zehnder 



COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL... during the pandemic, our 
children have still been taken care of, just in a different way. Your 
sponsorship is so important! If you haven’t paid for your child(ren), 
we ask that you please fulfill your commitment of $91/per child at 
your earliest convenience. Thank you! 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD is about sharing the gift of 
God’s son, Jesus Christ with the world! YOU can share Christ with 
needy children in another country by taking part. Help spread joy 
and peace to hurting children by taking part in this special Christ-
mas project. Our deadline is November 14. 
 
Happiness... everyone craves it, wants it, searches for it.  So  
how do we find it? Come join us in FAITH CAFE as  we begin   
a new series on Sunday, November 7th. It is Max Lucado’s 
How Happiness Happens. Through this study, we will discover 
how we can find lasting joy in a world of comparison, disappoint-
ment, and unmet expectations. We meet at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings in the Multipurpose Room, downstairs.  
 
The PWSC (Presbyterian Women Serving Christ) committee is 
planning a delightful morning for women of our church and their 
guests entitled Life Is Like A Quilt on Saturday, October 30. Fol-
lowing a delicious brunch, Janet Hintermeister will be presenting  
a fun and inspirational program, showing her beautiful quilts and  
explaining how  our lives are like quilts - all different and uniquely 
fashioned by God. The cost will be $10. Be sure to invite a 
friend  and then register by calling the church office at              
507-373-2035. The last day to register will be Monday, October 
25. We will begin receiving registration fees at 9:00 a.m. and 
brunch will start at 9:30 a.m.  
 
We are excited to announce that Dan Jones is now serving     
full-time as the Director of Youth/I.T. and Steve Piper will be     
starting a brand new position in the church as the Director of   
Connectional and Missional Ministries. Congratulations on your 
new positions! More info coming soon. 
 
CONGRATS to the First Presbyterian Tigers 5th and 6th grade 
teams on great seasons! 6th grade got 4th place and 5th grade 
placed 1st in their division. 
 

THIS WEEK and NEXT 
 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 24 (TODAY) 
9:00 am Faith Cafe Unplugged 
10:00 am Worship 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 25 
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study discussion 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27 
8:30 am Prayer Warriors 
10:00 am Women’s Bible study 
3:00 pm KidZone and Frontline 
6:00 pm Highlife 
7:00 pm Choir 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 
9:00 a.m. PWSC “Life is Like a Quilt!” 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 
10:00 am Worship 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 pm Women’s Bible study discussion 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
9:00 am Staff 
7:00 pm Session 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
8:30 am Prayer Warriors 
10:00 am Women’s Bible study 
3:00 pm KidZone and Frontline 
6:00 pm Highlife 
7:00 pm Choir 
 
 

 



ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
GATHERING MUSIC 

Seek Ye First 
All to Jesus I Surrender 
Here I Am Lord 

 
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS 
 
*PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE 

Green #43   Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Georgie Bee Rasmussen 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived  
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He desceneded into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty 
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.            
believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the                
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection          
of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                       Dean Christianson 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 

Here I Am Send Me 
 
MESSAGE         Pastor Chris Carlson 

“Choosing Leaders in the Church” 
1 Timothy 3:1-13 

 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 

Green #379   Take My Life and Let it Be 
 
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

Go Now in Peace 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

__________  
*Please stand if you are able. 

 
God’s Blessings on Georgie and her parents Trevor and 
Kristen Rasmussen. Georgie’s sponsors are Nathan and 
Whitney Wilson and Jordan Enger. 
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