
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE    
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 
who gives life has set you[a] free from the law of sin and death.  
10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to 
death because of sin, the Spirit gives life[d] because of 
righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies because of[e] his Spirit who 
lives in you. 12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an 
obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 For those 
who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The 
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in 
fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your 
adoption to sonship.[f] And by him we cry, “Abba,[g] Father.” 16 The 
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  
17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order 
that we may also share in his glory.       Romans 8:1-2; 10-17 
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FRIDAY, MAY 7                                                             
Read also Luke 14: 16-24; John 14:6; Acts 4:12 

Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust 
him has long since been under the death sentence without 
knowing it.  And why?  Because of that person’s failure to believe 
in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.                                                                              
John 3:18 (The Message) 

In our day, the Gospel has been redefined as inclusivity.  Jesus 
welcomes everyone we are told, no matter what.  Jesus is indeed 
remarkably inclusive, but He is very exclusive as well.  Everyone is 
invited to Jesus’ party, but not everyone is willing to come.   
Coming to the party means turning away from self, others, status, 
and sin; and then turning to Jesus in trusting faith.  The Gospel 
contains inclusivity, but not primarily.  It is much more powerful, 
much more loving. It is about forgiveness, redemption, healing, 
and transformation. It is a new birth, as Jesus calls it.  The 
invitation to this new life is always there, but so is the warning 
that the old life will swallow us up in judgment if we do not 
believe.  

Prayer: The Gospel is about your work of forgiveness and your 
power for change.  Help me not confuse the Gospel for a shallow 
substitute.  Thank you for the powerful message it is, both in my 
life and in the lives of others.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2, 2021 

THE GOD OF SECOND CHANCES 
ROMANS 8:1-17; JOHN 3: 1-21 

 

 

MONDAY, MAY 3                                                      
Read also John 7:51-52; 19:38-42. 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
member of the Jewish ruling council.    John 3:1 
                                                                                                                                      
Many people assume that being born again is a dramatic all at 
once event.  Sometimes it is, but Nicodemus is an example of a 
more gradual conversion.  When we first meet him, he is fearful.  
He comes to Jesus by night because it would be dangerous to be 
seen with him. Jesus’ message: “You must be born again,” 
confuses him initially, but a seed must have been planted in his 
heart and mind.  We find him later defending Jesus before the 
Sanhedrin itself. Later still, he and Joseph of Arimathea publicly 
ask Pilate for Jesus’ body.  The new birth having taken hold, he 
now boldly identifies himself as belonging to Jesus.  Nicodemus’ 
dramatic change serves as a great example to us that being born 
again is very real, but it can also be a process that can take time.  
What is your faith story?  Could you tell it to someone if the 
opportunity arose? 
 
Prayer:  I may not remember when I was born again, but I thank 
you that I am, as evidenced not by my goodness but by my desire 
to be good;, not by how well I know you, but by my desire to know 
you more.  Amen 

 



TUESDAY, MAY 4                                                                
Read also John 14:15-27; Ephesians 2: 1-10 

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.”    John 3:8 

The phrase “to be born again,” means literally “to be born from 
above.”  The message is that being born again is an “inside job,” a 
transformation of heart and mind that only God can do.  The 
mystery of the Gospel is that people are asked to believe and 
accept it, but it is also something that God helps them believe and 
accept; and most of all, it is his power that does the transforming.  
This means that we are called to share the Gospel, but we are also 
called to pray because unless God is working, nothing will take 
place. It is also a word to us in our lives.  We can read all the self-
help books we would like, but real change comes from God 
working in our lives through the Spirit.  How often do you pray for 
God to transform you and your life?  Who are you praying might 
be born again? 

Prayer: Lord, help me pray more for those around me who do not 
know you. Give me a heart for them and desire that they might 
have what I have in you.  Amen. 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5                                                               
Read also Luke 5: 29-39; Luke 7: 36-50 

“…that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”                                               
John 3:15 

Jesus is remarkably inclusive.  The Gospel of salvation is offered to 
everyone.  This is very different from the religious leaders or even 
from the Greeks.  For the religious leaders, salvation was reserved 
only for Israelites and even then, only for those who kept the law.  
For the Greeks, it was about a special knowledge or Gnosis 

revealed to a few.  But Jesus places salvation squarely in himself 
and invites everyone to his salvation party: prostitutes, thieves, 
murderers, the demon- possessed, the sick, the blind, the lame, 
and even the self-righteous Pharisees— For “all (who) have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.”  Whosoever…everyone 
who…believes…in Him may have eternal life.  When was the last 
time you invited someone to Jesus’ salvation party? 

Prayer: Lord, thank you that you do not invite anyone to be 
miserable, but to the greatest joy and fulfillment there is, to know 
you our God and creator, the one who loves us and invites us to 
live in your presence.  Amen. 

 

THURSDAY, MAY 6                                                            
Read also Romans 5: 9-11; Ephesians 2: 3-7 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.      John 3:17                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Scripture tells us that at the end of history everyone will be 
judged.  When that time comes, there will be no more chances to 
turn back, no more opportunities to trust in God.  Until that time, 
God gives every opportunity to turn back to him, to whoever will 
believe.  That means our message is one of grace, God’s unearned 
and undeserved free offer of forgiveness, redemption, healing, 
and transformation.  Yes, there is warning of judgment to come.  
The Good News is that because the Son has died for us, we can 
escape that judgment. We can come into God’s presence totally 
free of condemnation, and even more, we can know Him 
personally as our friend and Lord.  What could be better than 
that? 

Prayer: Lord, help me remember that my main job is to be involved 
in saving not condemning, to help people see your grace in both 
word and deed, and then to leave the rest to you.  Amen. 



A Place to Belong! 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL         
 
 
*GATHERING MUSIC 
 Change My Heart, Oh God  
   Chorus: 
       Change my heart, Oh God, make it ever true. 
 Change my heart, Oh God, may I be like You. 
   Verse: 
 You are the Potter, I am the clay.   
 Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on John 3) 
   Leader: How deep the Father’s love for us! 
   People: How vast beyond all measure! 
   Leader: He has given us His one and only Son,  

    Jesus: pure, unbounded Love! 
   People: Love, divine, all loves excelling! We praise 
     our Lord Jesus! 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 
 Green #92   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
 
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS 
 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

 
 
SCRIPTURE  

Romans 8:1-2; 10-17 
 
 
SERMON                 
 The God of Second Chances 
        John 3:1-18   Pastor Chris Carlson 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 On Eagle’s Wings 
 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
   Minister:  The Lord be with you. 
   People:    And also with you. 
   Minister:  Lift up your hearts. 
   People:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
   Minister:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   People:    It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE                     
 Green #185   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    
 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE   
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
^^^ 
*Please stand if you are able. 


