TODAY’S SCRIPTURE
13

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness,
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light
of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:13-16
37

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
39
He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will
they not both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher,
but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. 41 “Why do
you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no
attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your
brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first
take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to
remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 43 “No good tree bears
bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 Each tree is
recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from
thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45 A good man brings good
things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings
evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth
speaks what the heart is full of. 46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for everyone who comes to
me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you
what they are like. 48 They are like a man building a house, who dug
down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the
torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well
built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into
practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a
foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed
and its destruction was complete.” Luke 6:37-49
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1. How will people remember you?
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that
so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. Hebrews 12:1
2. Leaving a legacy means being salt and light.
You are the salt of the earth….You are the light of the world….
Matthew 5:13-14a
3. Leaving a legacy means making this life count.
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. 2 Timothy 4:7
4. Leaving a legacy mean giving an abundance of mercy.
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Luke 6:38
5. Leaving a legacy means leaving behind things that last.
I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my
words and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a
house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When
a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it,
because it was well built. Luke 6:47-48

1

FRIDAY, MAY 21
Read also Luke 6:37-49
I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and
puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down
deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent
struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.
Luke 6:47-48
“Leaving a legacy” means leaving behind things that last. Martin Luther
King said, “Every now and then I think about my own death and I think
about my own funeral and if you get somebody to deliver the eulogy, tell
them not to talk too long. Tell them not to mention that I have a Nobel
Peace prize. Tell them not to mention that I have three or four hundred
other awards. I’d like for somebody to say that day that Martin Luther
King Jr. tried to give his life serving others. I’d like for somebody to say
that Martin Luther King Jr. tried to love somebody. Say that I was a drum
major for justice, for peace, for righteousness. I just want to leave a
committed life behind.” That’s my encouragement to you. Leave a
committed life behind, not one that just exists, not one that just tries to
get by, not one that just tries to be nice. Leave a committed life behind!
Let that be your legacy.
Prayer: Lord, help me “begin with the end in mind,” that is to live my life in
terms of what I will leave behind for you and for others. Amen.
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MONDAY, MAY 17
Read also Hebrews 11:1-39
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.
Hebrews 12:1
None of us was born through any effort of our own. We just show up
having been given the gift of life, and for most, a family that was already
there. Also, there are thousands of years of history before us. We inherit
a lot of what we are from our parents, grand-parents, great-parents and
all those around us. Our lives and our nation are built on the sacrifices of
so many. We owe a lot. That in turn should make us think about what we
are doing for the generations to come. For those who are around us and
for those who follow us, what kind of memorial are we leaving them?
Some questions we can ask to help us are: What will people say about
us at our funeral and beyond? How will we be known? How do we build a
life that builds a lasting memorial that people will look at and say that we
made a difference for Christ and for others?
Prayer: Lord, help me to remember that my life is built on those who went
before. Help me to be grateful and to think of how I can bless those who
follow me. Amen.
TUESDAY, MAY 18
Read also John 1:1-18; 3:16-21; 2 Corinthians 4:1-17
You are the salt of the earth….You are the light of the world…
Matthew 5:13-14a
“Leaving a legacy” means being salt and light. In the Sermon on the
Mount, one of the first things Jesus says to his followers is, “You are the
salt of the earth.” In the ancient world salt was used not only to give
flavor, it was also used extensively as a preservative. I like what Eugene
Peterson says, “You are the God-flavor of this world. You are the
preservative.” What striking comment. Christians are often accused of

being dull by people in the world. On the contrary, Jesus says we must
be the most flavorful people on earth. We are the people who hold things
together and preserve what is good. Jesus adds, “You are the light of the
world.” He’s not saying that we are the light like he is. Rather, like a
mirror, we reflect his light. It is a tall order and a scary one too. In short,
as followers of Jesus, we are the ones who Jesus sends into the world to
shine his light and to help the world. How do we get a hold of these
ideas? Perhaps a good place to start is the people around you. First, do
people around you really know that you are a Christian? Second, if they
do, does that make any difference to them? If not, what do you need to
do for it to make a difference?
Prayer: Lord, it is hard to fathom that you consider me salt and light to the
world. Help me to not only grasp it but to live it out, so that I can make a
difference for you in this world. Amen.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19
Read also 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; 2 Timothy 4:1-8
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. 2 Timothy 4:7
“Leaving a legacy” means making this life count. In his book, “High
Definition Life,” evangelist Luis Pulau asks, “Are you just floating along? I
consider a missionary friend one of the most Godly men I have ever
known. I have seen him from the inside out. But only three of his six
children have a serious commitment to the Lord. The others seem nice
enough--nice lifestyles, nice children of their own, nice church, nice
people. But they have no fire, no power, no cutting edge; they just go
along with the flow. When this man’s wife was dying she said to my wife
Pat, ‘The great agony of our lives is to see half our children not counting
for anything.’ It’s not that they are evil. It’s not that they are into sin. They
are perfectly okay in every area. They are just not counting for anything.
They are just nice people floating along.” When Jesus says we are to be
light and salt, he means we are to count for something. Being a nice
person is a good start, but it isn’t enough. God wants us to be so much
more.
Prayer: Lord, it is so easy to just float along, to “eat, drink, and be merry”.
Help me to remember that this is the world’s philosophy, not yours and
that you want my life to be different. Amen

THURSDAY, MAY 20
Read Psalm 51:10-17; Matthew 9:1-12
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you. Luke 6:38
“Leaving a legacy” means giving an abundance of mercy. In Luke, Jesus
says, “Give and it will be given to you pressed down, shaken together,
overflowing, poured into your lap. For the measure you use will be the
measure you will get.” The context of this verse is making judgments.
Jesus warns us that the standard we use to judge others will be the
standard God uses to judge us. It’s not that we don’t stand for what is
right or that we fail to stand against what is wrong. What he is saying is
that our first thought should be toward forgiveness and mercy. Be
merciful to others as God is merciful to you. Forgive others as God has
forgiven you. I was playing golf with a friend one day. As we were playing
along we missed a couple of shots; mine went into the woods and his into
the water. We decided to give each other a mercy shot – that means we
got to do it over. I said to him with a little tongue in cheek, “I would much
rather receive mercy than justice any day.” So would we all! If God gave
us justice, we would all be lost. We love to receive mercy and we should
be the first to give it too.
Prayer: Lord, help me to take heed of the warning that the standard I use
toward others will be the one used for me as well. Help me be inclined to
show mercy toward others first, even as you do toward me. Amen.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ORGAN PRELUDE
SPECIAL MUSIC
Faith to Carry On

RINGING OF THE BELL

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Matthew 5:13-16
Luke 6:37-49

*GATHERING MUSIC
Green #42 Seek Ye First (sing twice)
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Come Thou fount of every blessing.
People: Tune our hearts to sing thy praise!
Leader: Streams of mercy never ceasing.
People: Call for songs of loudest praise!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
MESSAGE
What is Your Legacy?
Hebrews 12:1-3

*HYMN OF PRAISE
Green #2 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
*DECLARATION OF GOOD NEWS
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*SONG OF RESPONSE
Green #72 We Will Glorify
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*CHARGE and BENEDICTION

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
ORGAN POSTLUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
RECOGNIZING OUR GRADUATES
*HYMN
Green #43 Great is Thy Faithfulness
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*Please stand if you are able.

