Change My Heart, Oh God
Chorus:

What Does Jesus Say
About Purpose?

Change my heart, Oh God
Make it ever true.
Change my heart, Oh God
May I be like You.
You are the Potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. (Chorus)

Preservation, Pizazz and
Letting Your Light Shine

Above All
Above all powers, above all kings,
Above all nature and all created things.
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man.
You were there before the world began.
Above all kingdoms, above all thrones.
Above all wonders the world has ever known.
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth
There’s no way to measure what You’re worth.
Chorus:
Crucified, laid behind a stone
You lived to die rejected and alone
Like a rose trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me
Above all.
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We STILL need a NURSERY DIRECTOR and NURSERY
WORKERS so we can restart our nursery. These are paid positions
and are important for our Sunday church programming for parents of
young children! For more information or to apply, please contact Dean
Christianson (deanfirstpres@gmail.com or 373-2035).

PLEASE keep the following people in your prayers: Sally
Rickenbach (Sandy Maiden’s sister), Ruth Porter, Mike Balk (Jim &
Linda’s son), Siglinda Kleih, Adam Murray (Rich & Sandy’s son),
Peter Rush, Chuck Whitcome, Dick Polley, Drake Hanson, Marilyn
Stegenga, your PNC.

KIDZONE COOKIES Kids LOVE cookies and KidZone is in need of
cookies for part of their snacks when KidZone begins this fall. Up on
the bulletin board across from the kitchen is the Cookie Wall of
Needs. Pick a date, take down the sheet and fill it out, then cut off the
bottom and put it in the cookie jar. Take home the top to remind you of
when you need to make or purchase the cookies. We are so happy to
be going back to our SUPER-SIZED snacks and being able to serve
your DELICIOUS cookies or bars! Questions, please contact Dean
Christianson (373-2035 or deanfirstpres@gmail.com).

If you have a PRAYER CONCERN that you would like us to pray for
today and this week, please fill out a prayer card and hand it to an
usher as they go up and down the aisles during our first song.

STEAK N GUYS is back and will be held on Wednesday, September
8th at 5:25 p.m. Pastor Chris Carlson will be sharing about being an
army chaplain and his experience in Afghanistan... you don't want to
miss it! The cost is $15.00 per person and you MUST RSVP by calling
the church to reserve your steak. Be sure to invite others and sign
them up too!
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP SERVERS We need coffee fellowship
servers for the fall. Please sign up downstairs TODAY so we can
continue this great tradition after church.
LIBRARY NOTICE: Please be sure to CHECK OUT the books and
RETURN THEM when finished. We are missing books and videos
that people are looking for. It is easy to forget to return and then the
church's library ends up being part of your library! Thank you.
BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY is September 12 and you are all
invited to our All Church Program at 9:00 a.m. in Westminster Hall.
This is for all ages... young and old and there will be treats, coffee and
lots of fun! Let's kick off the fall programming together.

KIDZONE TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED Talk about FUN! KidZone is
the FUNNEST FUN and such a great OUTREACH to the children of
our church and community and we need teens and adults to be part of
our KidZone Team. Each Wednesday, we sing, teach, play games
with, feed and lead Kids through the Bible through fun, themed
lessons. If this sounds interesting to you, please contact Dean
Christianson (373-2035 or deanfirstpres@gmail.com). We begin on
September 15th after school and we run until 5:30 p.m. throughout the
school year.
GOD’S ARMY If you wish to receive emails to pray for our country,
you need to let Sharon Blair slblair7@gmail.com or Darlyne Paulson
darlyne.paulson@gmail.com know. Just send us an email that you
wish to receive these as we only send to those who request it.
Thanks, Sharon and Darlyne
We are in need of ONE MORE TEACHER for March/April/May (8
weeks) for our SUNDAY ADVENTURES (9:00 a.m.). We also need
SUBS for when our teachers need to be gone. If you love kids (K-5th
grade) and want to help grow our kids' faith... it's FUN and
REWARDING, please contact Dean Christianson
(deanfirstpres@gmail.com or 373-2035).

SERMON NOTES-AUGUST 22, 2021
WHAT DOES JESUS SAY ABOUT PURPOSE?
PRESERVATION, PIZZAZZ and LETTING YOUR LIGHT SHINE
MATTHEW 5:13-16
1. Our purpose is very, very clear.
You are the salt of the earth…. You are the light of the world.
Matthew 5:13a-14a

2. To be worth our salt, we must preserve and flavor.
You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. Matthew 5:13

3. To be light, we must shine, reflect and stop hiding.
You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they
put it on its stand and it gives light to everyone in the house.
Matthew 5:14-15

4. Being salt and light is not about us.
In the same way, let your light sine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

NOTES

forget our role in helping our great nation remain great and to be a
good one as well.
Prayer: Lord, I look out and see my nation moving away from you and
your ways, and I am tempted to give up. Give me the courage to keep
working to make my country right and good and not give up. Amen.
FRIDAY, AUGUIST 27
Read also John 14
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 20:31
Mother Teresa was speaking to a group of religious sisters from many
North American orders. After her talk she asked if there were any
questions. A woman sitting near the front said, "As you know, most of
the orders represented here have been losing members. It seems that
more and more women are leaving all the time. And yet your order is
attracting thousands upon thousands. What do you do?" Without
hesitating Mother Teresa answered, "I give them Jesus." "Yes, I
know," said the woman, "but take habits, for example. Do your women
object to wearing habits? And the rules of the order, how do you do
it?" "I give them Jesus," Mother Teresa replied. "Yes, I know Mother,"
said the woman, "but can you be more specific?" "I give them Jesus,"
Mother Teresa repeated again. "Mother," said the woman, "we are all
of us aware of your fine work. I want to know about something else."
Mother Teresa said quietly, "I give them Jesus. There is nothing else."
What do we have that the world cannot find anywhere else? All we
have is the person of Jesus Christ. We are often reminded that we live
in a pluralistic world. Today there are persons of many religious
backgrounds who are calling our country their home. And we can learn
many things from our new neighbors. If someone should ask you,
though, what is distinctive about Christianity, let me suggest you do as
Mother Teresa did, give them Jesus.
Prayer: Lord, it is so easy to get distracted by details and methods.
Help me remember that the message I am to bring to the world really
is simple. It is all about Jesus. Amen

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 22, 2021
MATTHEW 5:13-16
WHAT DOES JESUS SAY ABOUT PURPOSE?
PRESERVATION, PIZZAZZ, AND LETTING YOUR
LIGHT SHINE
MONDAY, AUGUST 23
Read also Luke 8:1-16
You are the salt of the earth…. You are the light of the world.
Matthew 5:13a-14a
Jesus says that we are the salt of the earth and the light of the world
with no qualifications. He not only says that we are these things, but
that God expects us to be flavorful salt and bright lights. Of course, we
understand that any flavor and any light we have originates in him. We
also understand that the purpose of our flavor and light is not to point
to ourselves. But the fact remains that Jesus means it when he says that
WE are salt and light. The real issue is whether we are willing to
believe it and act on it. What would happen to the world if every day
the average follower of Jesus Christ believed that they had the power
within themselves to impact the world, that they could make a
difference in the lives of people all around them? What if they
believed and then committed themselves to do it? We are not talking
about spectacular, headline grabbing ways but in the trenches of
everyday life. If more Christ followers would commit themselves to
this, the people around us and the world itself would be impacted in
ways we cannot imagine. People would come to Christ in greater
numbers and the world really would be a better place. What about
you? Can you actually believe you are God’s salt and light in the
world? Not just ministers? Not just really spiritual people? What
would happen if you did?
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for wavering between two paths. Help me
commit my life to being the salt and light in this world that you have
called me to be. Amen.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
Read also John 1:1-18; 3:16-21; 2 Corinthians 4:1-17

You are the salt of the earth…. You are the light of the world…
Matthew 5:13a-14a
In the Sermon on the Mount, one of the first things Jesus says about
his followers is, “You are the salt of the earth.” In the ancient world,
salt was used not only to give flavor, but it was also used extensively
as a preservative. I like what Eugene Peterson says. “You are the Godflavor of this world. You are the preservative.” This is such a striking
comment. Christians are often accused of being dull by people in the
world. On the contrary, Jesus says we must be the most flavorful
people on earth. We are the people who hold things together and
preserve what is good. Jesus adds, “You are the light of the world.” He
is not saying that we are the light like he is, but like a mirror we reflect
his light. It is a tall order and a scary one, too. In short, as followers of
Jesus, we are the ones who Jesus sends into the world to shine his light
and to help the world. How do we get a hold of these ideas? A good
place to start is the people around you. First, do people around you
really know that you are a Christian? Second, if they do know, does
that make any difference to them? If not, what do you need to do to
help them know and for it to make a difference?
Prayer: Lord, it is hard to fathom that you consider me salt and light
to the world. Help me to not only grasp it but to live it out so that I can
make a difference for you in this world. Amen.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUIST 25
Read also John 1:1-28
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16
John the Baptist had an unwavering sense of purpose. To those who
questioned him about the growing popularity of Jesus, he likened his
purpose to that of the best man at a wedding. The purpose of a best
man is to stand with the groom and make sure all attention is on him.
The best man fulfills his purpose when he draws no attention to
himself but focuses all attention on the bride and groom. It was John’s
sense of purpose that gave him the ability to relax. He knew that God
was with him wherever he was and whatever happened. He also knew
that it was not about him, but about another greater than he. His main

purpose was to focus that light on the Messiah who was coming. Our
willingness to be salt and light in the world is often hampered because
we are self-conscious. We worry what people will think of us and
worry even more about being able to answer every little objection.
Like John the Baptist, we should remember that we belong to God, and
can be confident that his light shines in us and through us wherever we
are. Like John, we must remember that the message is not about us and
the light that we have must shine on Jesus. When we do, much of the
fear and worry that hinders us will disappear,
Prayer: Lord, help me know that I belong to you always, without doubt
or reservation, and in knowing this I can have confidence that your
light shines through me. Amen.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
Read also Romans 13:1-7
Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil;
live as servants of God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
1 Peter 2:16-17
St. Augustine lived in the fifth century, a time when Rome’s power
was fading, and turmoil was brewing. He said that Christians ought to
be patriotic about the country in which they live. He said, “God calls
Christians to be patriots in the best sense of the word. They are to love
their nations, not because they have to, nor out of allegiance to a
particular politician or ruler; but precisely because they love their King
in his kingdom more than their own nation; and because our King,
Jesus himself, commands us to love our neighbors and promote justice
and compassion in the land. Therefore, we are to be patriotic about the
land in the best sense.” It is like being a member of a family. One
does not love one’s family only when they are good, but when things
are not good; and when things are not right, we are to love our family
enough to put it right. Part of being salt and light in the world concerns
being good citizens in the country in which we live. Our country is
experiencing challenging times. During such times, we should not
remain silent or cease to work for God’s Kingdom wherever we are.
Because we serve the true King, we are called to preserve what is
God’s and to shine his light in the country where we live. Let us not
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Reach out to others so all the world can see.
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Amen, amen, amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE
ORGAN POSTLUDE
*SONG OF PRAISE
Above All (found on back of bulletin)

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
*Please stand if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

