
The Lorge Family of Castro Valley

A Legacy of Community, History, and Service

Deep Roots in the Valley

Lucille Lorge’s family has been part of Castro Valley’s story for generations:

• Her great-grandfather, Henry Thomford, opened Castro Valley’s first business in the mid-
1800s—a general store and saloon called The Exchange, located near today’s Grove Way and 
Redwood Road.

• The Exchange served ranchers driving cattle toward San Francisco and became a popular stop 
for watering horses and sharing news.

The Chicken Ranching Era

Lucille’s husband, Ray Lorge, also came from a family deeply tied to Castro Valley’s growth:

• Ray’s father, Cyril Lorge, co-owned the Rio-Linda Hatchery in the 1920s, during the height 
of Castro Valley’s chicken ranching boom.

• In 1934, the hatchery was renamed the California State Hatchery, becoming a major part of 
the local economy.

• Cyril also served in the volunteer fire department, reflecting the family’s commitment to civic
life.

Entrepreneurship and Civic Leadership

• Ray and Lucille later opened R. & J. Quik Clean, a local dry-cleaning business.

• Ray was a past president of the Castro Valley Rotary Club and served on the Municipal 
Advisory Committee to Alameda County.

• The Rotary Club still honors him with an annual golf fundraiser in his name.

Lucille Lorge: Historian and Educator

Lucille has become one of Castro Valley’s most respected historians:

• She co-authored the book Castro Valley, California (Arcadia Publishing, 2005), a visual history
of the town from the Ohlone era to the present.

• Alongside Randy Vanderbilt, she curated the exhibit “200 Years of Castro Valley History” at 
the Adobe Art Gallery, showcasing rare photos, films, and artifacts.

• Lucille has long served as a docent and volunteer with the Hayward Area Historical Society, 
and continues to collect and share stories from the community.

“You are our history,” Lucille often says, encouraging residents to share their photos, memories, and 
family stories.
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