
Construction & Early Development

 I-580 was originally built in the 1950s and 1960s as part of California’s expanding freeway 
system.

 Before its construction, travelers relied on East 14th Street (now Mission Boulevard) and 
Redwood Road to navigate the East Bay.

 The freeway was designed to improve transportation between Oakland, Castro Valley, and the
Central Valley, making travel faster and more efficient.

Impact on Castro Valley

 The construction of I-580 accelerated suburbanization, leading to a surge in housing 
developments.

 Many former chicken ranches and agricultural lands were sold off to developers, changing 
the town’s rural character.

 Businesses shifted toward freeway access, leading to the creation of shopping centers, gas 
stations, and hotels near the main exits.

Castro Valley’s development has been shaped by several major infrastructure projects beyond I-580. 
Here’s a deeper look into how these projects transformed the town:

1. Redwood Road & Early Roads

Before modern highways, Redwood Road was one of the primary routes connecting Castro Valley to 
Oakland. Originally a logging road in the 1800s, it later became a vital passage for ranchers 
transporting goods. Many early roads were unpaved dirt trails, making travel slow and difficult.

2. BART Castro Valley Station (1972)

The arrival of Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) in the early 1970s significantly changed commuting 
for residents. The Castro Valley Station, which opened in 1997, provided easier access to Oakland and
San Francisco, reducing reliance on personal cars. 

3. Lake Chabot & Water Infrastructure

Originally built as a reservoir for Oakland in 1875, Lake Chabot was a restricted area until 1966, 
when it was opened for public recreation. The water system played a vital role in sustaining Castro 
Valley’s early agriculture.

4. The Castro Valley Boulevard Expansion

Castro Valley Boulevard, once a simple road lined with chicken ranches, became the town’s main 
commercial corridor. Over time, it was widened and modernized, supporting businesses, restaurants, 
and shopping centers.

5. Rowell Ranch Rodeo Grounds

Established by Harry Rowell in 1925, the Rowell Ranch Rodeo brought Western culture and 
entertainment to the area. The rodeo grounds became a staple of the community and continue to host 
annual rodeos.
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