Importance of Rowell Family

The Rowell family's legacy is multifaceted and continues to resonate in the Castro Valley community
and beyond. Here are some highlights of how their impact is still felt today:

1.

Rowell Ranch Rodeo: This annual tradition embodies the family’s commitment to preserving
Western culture. Held every spring, the rodeo showcases events like bronc riding, barrel racing,
and bull riding, drawing participants and spectators from near and far. The event honors Harry
Rowell's vision and keeps the cowboy spirit alive.

. Preserved Land: When Maggie Rowell sold the ranch to the Hayward Area Recreation and

Park District (HARD), she ensured the land would remain a community resource. It now serves
as a venue for recreation and cultural activities, connecting residents with the area's history.

. Rodeo Parade: The Rowell Ranch Rodeo Parade brings Castro Valley together, celebrating its

heritage with floats, horses, and community pride—a direct reflection of the Rowell family's
influence.

. Local History: Harry Rowell's life and achievements are woven into Castro Valley's historical

identity. His reputation as the "Rodeo King of the West" and his contributions to Western
traditions are remembered and celebrated.

The Rowell Ranch Rodeo has a profound and multifaceted impact on the Castro Valley community,
enriching it in ways that go beyond the event itself:

l.

Cultural Preservation: The rodeo helps preserve and celebrate the area's Western heritage and
agricultural roots. It keeps traditions like horsemanship, cowboy ceremonies, and rodeo skills
alive, connecting the past with the present.

. Community Spirit: The rodeo serves as a unifying event, bringing people together to celebrate

a shared cultural identity. Events like parades, community BBQs, and youth competitions foster
a sense of belonging and pride.

. Economic Boost: Local businesses benefit from the influx of visitors during the rodeo, which

drives sales in restaurants, hotels, and shops. It also creates temporary jobs and stimulates local
economies.

. Educational Opportunities: By organizing youth events and outreach programs, the rodeo

educates younger generations about Western history, agriculture, and the significance of
livestock and farming in the area's development.

. Philanthropy: The Rowell Ranch Rodeo often partners with charities and community

organizations, using the event to raise funds and awareness for important local causes.

The rodeo isn't just an event; it's a vital thread in Castro Valley's cultural and economic fabric.



