
Rowell Ranch Rodeo Parade

The Rowell Ranch Rodeo Parade became a Castro Valley tradition as part of the Rowell Ranch Rodeo, 

which moved to its permanent location in 1925. The rodeo itself was originally held at the Burbank 

School in Hayward in 1921, but as the event grew, it found its home at Rowell Ranch in Dublin 

Canyon, near Castro Valley. Over time, the parade became an integral part of the rodeo festivities, 

celebrating the area's Western heritage and bringing the community together.

The parade continues to be a highlight of the rodeo weekend, featuring floats, horses, rodeo 

participants, and local organizations. It serves as a grand kickoff to the rodeo, reflecting the enduring 

legacy of Harry Rowell, the "Rodeo King of the West"

How Rowell Ranch Rodeo Changed Over the Years

The Rowell Ranch Rodeo has evolved significantly over the decades while staying true to its Western 
roots. In its early years, the rodeo was a relatively small-scale event focused on traditional rodeo 
activities like bronc riding, steer wrestling, and calf roping, primarily showcasing the skills of local 
cowboys and cowgirls.

As time went on, the event grew in scale, attracting professional competitors from across the country 
and becoming part of the larger professional rodeo circuit. The inclusion of modern rodeo elements like
bull riding, barrel racing, and team roping added variety and excitement for both participants and 
audiences.

The rodeo also began to emphasize inclusivity and community engagement. Today, the Rowell Ranch 
Rodeo features events for all ages, including junior and youth competitions, as well as family-friendly 
activities like parades and BBQs. It continues to honor its legacy with traditional cowboy ceremonies 
and tributes to Western heritage.

Modern advancements in technology and safety have also influenced the rodeo. Better protective gear 
for riders and stricter rules for animal welfare have made the events safer and more regulated than they 
were in the past.

Despite these changes, the rodeo has remained a cherished tradition in Castro Valley, a link to its 
agricultural past, and a celebration of the resilience and skill of the Western spirit. 

The Rowell Ranch Rodeo has a profound and multifaceted impact on the Castro Valley community, 

enriching it in ways that go beyond the event itself:



1. Cultural Preservation: The rodeo helps preserve and celebrate the area's Western heritage and 

agricultural roots. It keeps traditions like horsemanship, cowboy ceremonies, and rodeo skills 

alive, connecting the past with the present.

2. Community Spirit: The rodeo serves as a unifying event, bringing people together to celebrate 

a shared cultural identity. Events like parades, community BBQs, and youth competitions foster 

a sense of belonging and pride.

3. Economic Boost: Local businesses benefit from the influx of visitors during the rodeo, which 

drives sales in restaurants, hotels, and shops. It also creates temporary jobs and stimulates local 

economies.

4. Educational Opportunities: By organizing youth events and outreach programs, the rodeo 

educates younger generations about Western history, agriculture, and the significance of 

livestock and farming in the area's development.

5. Philanthropy: The Rowell Ranch Rodeo often partners with charities and community 

organizations, using the event to raise funds and awareness for important local causes.

The rodeo isn't just an event; it's a vital thread in Castro Valley's cultural and economic fabric. 




