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Most of the present texts had already been published in
several journals and newspapers, includiAgaab
(Beirut), arNahar (Beirut), dffan (Sidon), aSununu
(Homs) and other publications in Sydney such-as el
Telegraph, aNahar, alAnwar, aMinbar, Kalimat and
some internet sites. | thank the editors of these
publications for their support. | am grateful to my sister
Raghda Nahdslzein for her editorial aite and to
Associate Professor Ahmad ShbdéuM., for his
comments.

Most people agree that life is a combination of the
sweet and the bitter, fire and water. As | put this book
together, nestled in the luxury of our safe abode in
Sydneyl follow up the news of the Arab chaos. | caress
the dewbathed flowers of our garden and
simultaneously see thearksof explosions in Syria.

Raghid Nahhas

Sydney, Australia, December 2012

Raghid Nahhas worked for about twerdjve yearsin
envionmental sciencessearching, lecturing and consulting,
in Syria, Lebanon, England, Australia and for the United

Nati ons®6 Environment Progr amme.

He has always maintained an interestifimg,and
in Australia he published and edikalimata journal of
creative writing from 2000 to 2006.

More informatiorabout him can be obtained from

TheAustralian Soebsitety of Authorsd
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This Book

Tallonwa Shargbew and Sparkss the title of this
book that contains a collection of my writings, in
Arabic, over a long period of time. These writings deal
with different subject matter, includsagial, political,
love, personal and humane. However, every article
carries all thesespects together with varying degrees. |
know it is unusual for one book to combine this
diversity, but | believe in an integrative approach to life.
This is why this collection includes articles, stories
essayand creative prose

Some of these writingarereal stories, and
others are imaginary, but even the latea reflection
of my own human experience, based on factual
elements, whether in relation to characters, events or
placesTheyaimat delivering a message, or revealing a
general realityly major concernpimy artides about
Australian democracyis their human and social
implications

| consider this book a collection of a very few
glimpses of my intellectual biography. For example, |
wrote most of the articles about Lebabetween 1970
and 1975, when | was at the American University of
Beirut. | was, like other Damascenes, fond of Beirut. If
Damascus was to us the mother or the wife, Beirut was
the lover with her freedom, culture and beauty. This
does not mean she surpaddathascugather she had
the ability to communicate easily, and exchange
uninhibited love.

Continued page 327
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