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The above photographs are from Youssef Abdulahad’s archive collection. One photo shows
the late Mikhael Naimé, a renowned Arab literary figure, and the other shows him standing
between Abdulahad and his wife in Beirut in 1973.
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Mahmoud Assad is a Syrian peet from Aleppo. The above poem is titied Landmarks in a
Crowded Life.
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Ghalia Khouja is a Syrian writer from Aleppo. She writes poetry, prose, fiction and critical
reviews. She won several prizes for her work, from Syria and other countries. The titie of the
above epic poem is Mafwatha. In her introduction to the above poem, Khouja says: ‘| found
this epic engraved on ancient tabiets; broken tablets, scattered among the tayers of my sub-

consciousness...
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The Knight by the Pool 1998. Bantam Books, Sydney. 4
The Lady of the Flowers 1999. Bantam Books, Sydney.
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The title of the present Landmark is Sophie Masson- the Fairy of the Connective
Mind. Raghid Nahhas interviewed Masson, only to discover that behind the
accomplished fairy-tale teller, hes a political, social and psychologieal analyst of the
first order. He believes that her stories are a reconstruction of the human experience,
in a way that space and time dissolve leaving us with the message intended by the
legend, without compromising the technical and artistic values of the story.

Masson believes in fairies. It is a belief based, in Raghid’s opinion, on the fact
that the difference between reality and imagination in the human experience is
flimsy. Masson’s delving into the worlds of the consciousness and the
subeonsciousness, humans and fairies, the present and the past, and the ability to
integrate the components of thesc worlds into moments revealed to us through her
words, 1s what makes her the fairy of the connective mind.
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Sophie Masson is the subject of the Landmark article in the present issue. Lancelot, the
above story, translated by Raghid Nahhas, is from her latest book, The Road to Camelot,
which she edited. It was published by Random House Australia in 2002. Masson is a
founding member and the president of the Arthurian Association of Australia. She authored
thirty novels for adults, young adults and children. She is presently working on a series of
novels on Lancelot's life.
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Noel Abdulahad in 1958, as depicted by the Syrian artist and renowned movie director
Nabil al-Maleh. From the vast collection of Youssef Abdulahad. (See also p8.)

NABIL AL-MALEH ARTWORK
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Susan Beinart was born in South Africa. She spent her first 20 years in Australia teaching
English to migrants and refugees. Since then she has published stories and articles in literary
magazines and newspapers, and is presently working on her first novel. The above story is
titted The Cockroach Lair. It won the 1995 Joseph Furphy Commemorative Literary Prize.

The original English was published in Kafimat 9, March 2002. The above translation is by
Raghid Nahhas.
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Pam Jeffery is a writer who lives in Charleston, NSW, Australia. The above two stories are
transiated by Raghid Nahhas. Charfie Our "Special” Friend was published in The Newcastle
Herald Suffer the Liftle Children was published by Eidelon. They were both read over ABC
local radio.
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Assayyed Najm is a writer from Egypt. He authcred and published many stories for adults
and children. He is a member of several literary groups, associations and clubs. He obtained
several prizes and commendations.
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Suzan Ibrahim is a writer/poet and mother of twe children from Homs, Syria. She is a
graduate of English literature and works as a translator for a pubtic company. Her journal

articles focus on environmental protection. She has one poetry collection and a collection of
short stories to her credit, in addition to participating with others in a collection.
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Ahmad Fadl Shabloul is a member of the board of the Egyptian Union of Writers. The above
poem is titted Wardatan min ar-Rouh, Two Roses from the Soul.
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Issam Tarshahani is a Syrian poet who lives in Aleppo. He has sixteen poetry coilections to
his credit. The above poem is titied The Sparkfes of Rhythm.
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Adam Adnan Samman is a researcher preparing his Ph.D. at Sydney University. The above
article is about the Aboriginal writer Archie Weller, followed by Samman's franslation of
Weller's story Herbie.
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Dr. Adnan al-Dhahir is 2 scientist, writer and poet of Iragi origins, residing in Germany. He
worked for some Arab and British universities lecturing and researching in chemistry. He has
published poetry and prose in Arabic, English and German. The above arlicle is titled fbn
Raek al-Mossoll. This is the name of a historically littte mentioned military leader whose
relationship with some other Arab leaders and poets is discussed.
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Khalid al-Hilli is a poet of Iraqi origins who
lives in London. He is an adviser to Kalimat.
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Hikmat Attili is an Arab poet who lives in USA where he runs his own business in publishing
and transiation. He is an adviser to Kalimat. The above poem is titled Jabra fbrahim Jabra,
the name of the renowned Arab thinker, writer, novelist, artist and poet, it is commemorating.
It is dedicated to Noel Abdulahad.
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Dr. Abdurahman Munif is a renowned Arab writer, novelist and thinker. He lives in
Damascus, Syria. The above arlicle is titled, "Rebirth". |t commemorates the ninth
anniversary of the death of Jabra Ibrahim Jabra.
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Youssef Abdulahad is a writer known feor his vast collection of archive material used by
literary researchers. He was born in Bethiehem in Palestine, and lives in Damascus, Syria.
The above article, Jabra lbrahim Jabra: the Ever Present Absent, is in memory of Jabra
Ibrahim Jabra, as part of our special file on this leading modern thinker and writer.
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May Muzaffar is an Iraqi writer, editor, researcher and poet. She is the author of nine books,
several studies and translator of five books.
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Rafih an-Nasiri is an Iraqi artist. He has published many articles and artistic studies in Arab
journals and newspapers.
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Ibrahim Nasrallah is a Palestinian poet and writer who in Jordan. He has to his credit
thirteen poetry collections, seven novels and other books. He participated in art and
photography exhibitions. He won seven prizes for his poetry and prose writings. One of his
novels was translated into English and ltalian. Selections of his poetry was transiated into
English, Russian, German, Polish, Turkish and French. The above article is titled Jabra
Ibrahim Jabra: the Secret of Innovation... the Secret of Diversification
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Kalimat

Kalimat is a fuily independent, non-profit periodical aiming at celebrating creativity
and enhancing access among English and Arabic-speaking people worldwide.

Two issues are published in English (March & September), and two in Arabic
(June & December).

Deadlines: 90 days before the first day of the month of issue

Kaiimat publishes original unpublished work in English or Arabic. It also
publishes translations, into English or Arabic, of work that has already been
published. It does not accept translations of unpublished work.

Writers contributimg to Kalimat will receive a free one year subscription. Their
work might also be translated into Arabic or English, and the translations published
in Kalimat or other projects by the publisher or his contacts in the Middle East. No
other payment is made.

SPONSORSHIP is open to individuals and organisations that believe in the value
of Kalimat, and the cultural and aesthetic principles it is attempting to promote.
Their sponsorship does not entitle them to any rights or influence on Kalimat.

Single issue for individuals: $10 in Australia
$20 overseas (posted)

SUBSCRIPTIONS (All in Australian currency)
For individuals
Within Australia: $40 per annum (four issues) posted
Overseas: $80 per annum (four issues) posted
(Half above rates for either the English or Arabic two issues)

Organisations: double above prices in each case

Advertising: $100 for 1/2 page, $200 full page

All overseas payments must be made by bank draft in Australian currency
{Please make your cheque payable to Kalimat.)
Payment may also be made directly to Kalimat’s account:
062401 1006492464 Commonwealth Bank of Australia

All correspondence to: P.O. Box 242, Cherrybrook, NSW 2126, Australia.

© Kalimat
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mnia, the Queen of Egypt
itograph by Raghid Nahhas,
his collection Reincarnation



