SIGNATURE CEREMONIES AND DESIGN LLC – AMY ORR PARKER


Names of couple:               
Date:     
Name of Venue:      
Address:      
Time:      
Indoor/Outdoor:      
Phone:      
Email:      
Wedding:

Officiant will arrive ½ hour before ceremony is scheduled to begin and sit in the front row. During this time, someone will need to bring the final payment and marriage license to the officiant for the completion of the document.  You may also send the photographer to take a picture of the officiant’s final signature.  This must be completed before the ceremony begins because the officiant will leave immediately following the ceremony so there will be no opportunity for this during your reception.  The officiant will be available up to one hour after the scheduled start time to allow for a slightly late start if needed.  She will mail in the marriage license the following business day.

 

Rehearsal:
· Many wedding planners have someone use the ceremony script created by the bride and groom to hold the rehearsal without the officiant and just have someone stand in place of the officiant for practice.  The officiant knows to work with your photographer and move out of the way for “the kiss” before releasing your wedding party and guests row-by-row.

· Officiant will participate in 1 hour of planning/rehearsal if this option is selected.  Officiant is prepared to direct the rehearsal in lieu of a wedding planner.  Rehearsal option is only available for weddings held within Marion County.

 

Officiant does not provide microphone but has a loud and clear voice that will carry well.  

DRAFT WEDDING CEREMONY SCRIPT/VOWS

Edit/customize as desired and return to officiant ASAP.  Upload via the website or email to signatureceremoniesanddesign@yahoo.com

Feel free to use any combination/variation of groom/bride terms that pleases you.
Is the bride coming down the aisle alone or being “given away”?  Delete this if not needed.
Officiant:  Who presents Bride to be married?  

_______________________:  ________ do

Officiant:  
You may be seated.
For everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under Heaven.  
Now is the time for a wedding.  

Bride and Groom have asked you all here today to witness the forming of their covenant.

In honor of this event, they will say heartfelt words, perform age-old rituals and validate this event in your presence, their family and friends.

They will laugh and cry, dance and sing, and above all, celebrate their love with the blessings of the people who matter most to them.

To this day, Bride and Groom bring the joy in their hearts as a gift to one another.  

They bring their shared dreams, which tie them together.

And they bring the seeds for their future, out of which will grow their life together.

You have been invited to share in their joy because of your bonds to the bride and groom and their families.

Again, they welcome you and thank you for coming.

Choose if you want the officiant to read this or someone in your party or not at all:
___________________:  I Corinthians 13 

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn't love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God's secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn't love others, I would be nothing.  If I gave everything I have to the poor and sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn't love others, I would have gained nothing.

Love is patient and kind.  Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.  It does not demand its own way.  It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.  It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.  

Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.  Three things will last forever - faith, hope, and love - and the greatest of these is love.

You can add any other reading/song of your choice and have anyone you want perform it.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here is a sample reading you may wish to have someone in your party to read (no pressure to include this):

_____________:  What is Marriage? -anon.

Marriage is more than the exchange of rings and the sharing of a household;

It is much more than just living together.

It is the desire to truly want to know and understand another human being;

To feel and share in that person's happiness, as well as their pain.

Marriage is to never feel alone; but rather, to know that you always have a friend; 

A partner in life that you can laugh and cry with.

To know that you always have that special someone to share your innermost thoughts and fears,

And know that you will be heard.

Marriage is helping your partner to be the absolute best that they can be,

While still being able to experience your own needs and goals.

Marriage is love; true love that goes far beyond passion;

It is a love that you can reach for in times of crisis as well as joy,

And know it will be there to comfort and to share.

VOWS
Officiant:  Do you, Groom, take Bride to be your wife? Will you love, comfort, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, in poverty and in wealth as long as you both shall live?

Groom:  I do

Officiant:  Do you, Bride, take Groom to be your husband? Will you love, comfort, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health, in poverty and in wealth as long as you both shall live?

Bride:  I do

Officiant:  Will all of you present do all that is in your power to encourage and support the promises that Bride and Groom make here today; if so, please signify by saying, "We will".

Audience:  We will

(Groom, please repeat after me) "I, Groom, take you Bride, to be my wife, and before God and these witnesses I promise to be a faithful and true husband." 

(Bride, please repeat after me) "I, Bride, take you Groom, to be my husband, and before God and these witnesses I promise to be a faithful and true wife." 

(Bride hands off bouquet; groom get rings)

Officiant:

Bride, please repeat after me: "I give you this ring as a daily reminder of my love for you."  Put ring on.

Groom, please repeat after me: "I give you this ring as a daily reminder of my love for you."  Put ring on.
Officiant:  Let these rings be a symbol of the never-ending love you have promised to one another.

UNITY CANDLE (if applicable)

Choose if you want a blessing or not (feel free to ask any other party to complete this instead):

Officiant:

Let us pray.

God, we ask for your blessings upon this man and woman, as we celebrate this momentous occasion in their lives.

Grant them happiness and contentment as they establish their new home, create a new family and explore the depths of their love for one another and for you.

Bless their families and friends and the relationships, which have supported, strengthened and sustained them throughout their lives.

Bless their home as a place of love and peace,

And if times grow hard and tempers grow short, help them to look into their hearts and remember the love that brought them here today.

Amen.

Choose if you want to remove “by God” from this part:

Officiant:  And now, by the power vested in me by God and the State of Ohio, I pronounce you husband and wife!  
Choose one for your “kiss”:

Groom, you may kiss the Bride!  
Now, you may kiss!
